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Sparks 


Peed Buttonholed 
Talks De Soto of Course 
Chrysler Corp. First Quarter 
Monograms Revived 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 












“WHICH led me (left) to believe 
that Peed (right) is one of Alka- 
Seltzer’s Quiz Kids who has grown up.” 


OUGH President Keller’s 


quarterly report to his stock- 
holders, the column discovers that 
since the first of the year to 
the time K. T. affixed his “John 
Hancock” to the statement, the 
Chrysler Corp.’s four car and truck 
manufacturing units, Plymouth, 
Dodge, Chrysler and De Soto, had 
on their books a total of 274,298 
retail sales in the United States as 
compared with 214,425 in the same 
quarter last year. Of this total, 
trucks and commercial cars ac- 
counted for 39,402 as against 34,229. 

*s *« # 


CONCURRENTLY with the dis- 
semination of this report of pro- 
gress, I buttonholed Roy Peed, De 
Soto’s vice-president, who was out 
in the field almost continually dur- 
ing the quarter, counseling his 
dealers as to how best to market 
their goods. Peed, whom I have 
known for a quarter-century, al- 
ways has been an _ inspirational 
leader who never is content to sit 
in the corner office and check 
sales reports. He’s always out and 
among ’em with promotional ideas 
and counsel that bring results. 


As I hooked a finger in his 
buttonhole, I noted that evidently 
he has been traveling at high speed 
since the turn of the year. His 
voice told me that, for before I got 
through with him it failed him 
completely and he was talking to 
me with his fingers and had to 
take time out to spray his throat. 
His wordage statistics on those 
trips of his must run into the 
billions, reminding one of defense 
appropriations. 

* * *. 


WITHOUT breaking down sales 
results in actual figures, Roy gave 
me evidence of how his De Soto 
dealers have responded to his vo- 
cabulary efforts in the campaign 
he has been carrying on. Every 
month since the first of the year, 
he said, they have set a new high. 
or instance, February out-highed 
January. March was the biggest 
month of all-time until April came 
along and became the super all- 
time high by a wide margin. All 
of which leads him to believe that 
the model year, from last August 

(See SPARKS, Page 23, Col. 1) 
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April Sales Put 


At 550,000, Near 


All-Time Record 


GM’s Totals Set 2 Marks; 
Chrysler Notes 28% 
Rise in Sales 


On Sales Front 


April sales smash Page 
record in Chicago .......cscce 3 

Exports at year’s high ......... 14 

Dealer advertising gets results.. 20 


DETROIT. — Periling rec- 
ords set in 1929, retail sales 
of cars and trucks during 
April are estimated at close 
to 550,000 units, which com- 
pares with 551,150 in April, 1929, 
with 411,277 in April, 1940, and 
with 525,798 units in March this 
year. 

Continuance of the record-break- 
ing sales pace during May is un- 
likely because the recent Ford 
strike, which halted output for 
three weeks, is expected to affect 
Ford dealers’ sales during the fore 
part of May due to depleted stocks. 
However, this condition is expected 
to remedy itself by the latter part 
of May. 


Field stocks are estimated to be] h 


about 5 to 10 percent ahead of last 
year but, with sales running 
around 30 percent higher, short- 
ages in some body lines are de- 
veloping at various points. Used 
car sales are reported stronger in 
most areas, with some hoarding 
noted on the unfounded belief that 
prices will rise. 

Virtually all companies enjoyed 
new all-time highs in April car and 
truck sales, 1929 marks falling by 
the wayside in many cases. Typical 
of this was General Motors’ April 
report on sales, which noted two 
all-time records for the corpora- 
tion. 

GM’s April sales were the great- 
est for any month in its history, 
and sales for the first four months 
of this year climbed to a new peak. 
The previous record month for all 
classifications of sales was March 
of this year. 

Sales of GM passenger cars and 
trucks to consumers last month 
totaled 272,853 units, compared 
with 253,282 in March and 183,481 
in April, 1940. Sales of car and 
truck units to consumers in the 
four-month period amounted to 
881,555, compared with 602,789 in 
the corresponding period of last 
year. 

April sales to GM dealers in the 
United States totaled 233,735 units, 
compared with 226,592 in March 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 


GM Plans Appeal 
To Supreme Court 


In Financing Case 


DETROIT. — General Motors 
Corp. has started in motion an 
appeal to the United States su- 
preme court on its 1939 conviction 
of anti-trust conspiracy to restrain 
trade through affiliated finance 
companies. 

U. S. circuit court of appeals in 
Chicago last week upheld the South 
Bend (Ind.) district court convic- 
tion, in which General Motors 
Corp., General Motors Sales Corp., 
General Motors Acceptance Corp. 
and General Motors Acceptance 
Corp. of Indiana were fined $5,000 
each and the individuals involved 
were freed. The indictment charged 
the corporations had attempted to 
“monopolize and control” financing 
the sale of GM cars. 

It is expected that another year 
will be required before a decision 
is rendered by the U. S. supreme 


court. 
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Output Ceiling 4,224,152; 
U.S. Moves to Freeze Prices 





Chrysler Milestones . 
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FOUR MILLIONTH PLYMOUTH. Mickey Rooney was on hand to p 


ere is 
Plymouth is a convertible coupe. 
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G. V. Orr, vice-president Chrysler Motors of California. The 4,000,000t 
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of ceremonies last week when the 4,000,000th Plymouth made its exit 
assembly line of Plymouth’s west coast plant in Los Angeles. Shown with him 


master 
rom the 


5.000.000 PROOFS 
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DODGE OFFICIALS and department heads viewing the 
which came off the line Friday. In the right foreground are 





WIS ly NT mead 


6,000,000th Dodge, 
President Wm. J. 


O’Neil of Dodge and Harvey Campbell, vice-president of Detroit’s chamber of 
commerce. Seated in the car is Fred J. Lamborn, Dodge vice-president in charge 
of manufacturing. At the left is Al Kapitke, superintendent of production. 





Keller Sees Materials Threat 
To Output in *42 Model Year 


DETROIT.—Declaring that under 
existing materials priorities, it may 
be difficult for Chrysler Corp. to 
attain its schedule under the recent 
21.5 percent curtailment, President 
K. T. Keller last week predicted 
a rise in the price of the company’s 
cars, higher taxes and lower profits 
while his company directs all pos- 
sible energies toward the United 
States defense program. 

Addressing stockholders, Keller 
described Chrysler’s intention to 
employ 35,000 men in turning out 


The Top Ten 


PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 


Reported in AN Today: 


1941 
Pos. Make 


1—246,030 Chevrolet 
2—169,196 Ford 
38—118,233 Plymouth 
4— 84,730 Buick 


1940 
Pos. 


196,947— 1 
130,664— 2 
100,22i— 3 
64,025— 4 
50,500— 5 


5— 79,854 Pontiac 
6— 63,882 Oldsmobile 44,053— 7 


I— 53,480 Dodge 49,753— 6 
8— 36,334 Chrysler 23,290— 8 
9— 25,602 Studebaker 22,229— 9 
10— 22,295 Mercury 19,826—10 


Total All Makes 
1,001,605 784,621 


For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 19, this issue. 





government contracts now aggre- 
gating $196,000,000, and added: 

“The necessary diversion of as 
large a part of our efforts from the 
production of motor vehicles for 
civilian use to the production of 
various munitions calls for many 
adjustments which all of us must 
prepare to meet in the interest 
of national defense. 

“It is certain to involve more or 
less inconvenience to the public and 
our dealers. Higher prices to the 
public on our products, restricted 
volume of business for the dealers, 
higher taxes and lower profits for 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 4 


Big 3 Cut 21.5%, 
Independents15% 


Other Factors May Force 
Further Reduction in 


°42-Model Year 
On Defense Front 


Ford to expand new plant Page 
in bomber speedup ........... 18 


Plastics no cure-all ............. 18 
What happened in last war..... 8 
By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT.—With a ceiling 
of 4,224,152 vehicles clamped 
on the automotive industry’s 
output of 1942 models, there 
was growing concern last 
week that (a) other factors, in- 
cluding materials and labor, may 
force production well below that 
figure; (b) the federal government 


h|is moving to peg vehicle prices at 


current levels; (c) excise taxes 
may be boosted more than ex- 
pected. 

From numerous sources last 
week came these developments: 
1 Office of Production Manage- 

ment cut 1942-model production 
by 20.15 percent, lopping off 1,057,994 
units from the 1941-model output 
of 5,289,972 (estimated). As report- 
ed by Automotive News last week, 
the “Big Three” corporations were 
curtailed 21.5 percent, four inde- 
pendents— Studebaker, Hudson, 
Nash and Packard—were reduced 
15 percent, while Willys was cut 5 
percent and truck makers 10 per- 
cent. (See “How Cut Will Work” 
on page 7). 


Federal price administrators, 

Automotive News learned in 
Washington, are studying three 
methods for preventing increases 
in automobile price schedules, with 
indications that makers first will 
be asked to cooperate in maintain- 
ing prices on 1942 models at about 
today’s level, and “big stick” tac- 
tics used only as a last resort. 


Because of the growing need for 
defense materials, under Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s intensified arma- 
ment program (see pages 10 and 
11), several automotive officials 
declared they expect to find it in- 
creasingly difficult to maintain 
their permitted output schedules 
next fall. There were indications, 
too, that labor supplies—in addi- 
tion to higher taxes and prices— 
will be other factors in the fall 
sales market. 
4 A furore among congressmen 
resulted last week from the tes- 
timony, given by Leon Henderson, 
(Continued on Page 17, Col. 1) 


CIO-GM Settlement Near; 
Ford Election Set for May 21 


By Harry A. Williams 
Associate Editor 

DETROIT. — After futile efforts 
the greater part of last week be- 
tween representatives of General 
Motors Corp. and the UAW-CIO, 
sitting before a five-man panel of 
the National Defense Mediation 
Board in Washington, it was ru- 
mored late Friday that some form 
of compromise would be forthcom- 
ing over the week-end. 

Points of controversy between 
the two sides are the union’s de- 


mand for a 10-cents-an-hour 
blanket wage increase and a 
closed shop. 

Meanwhile the National Labor 
Relations Board announced last 
Thursday that the election among 
Ford Motor Co. employes will be 
held Wednesday, May 21. The 
Ford company has turned over to 
the board copies of the payrolls for 
use in determining the eligibility 
of voters, who may vote for CIO, 
AFL or “no union.” 

(See LABOR, Page 18, Col. 3) 
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GM’s Total Sets Two Marks; 


Chrysler Notes 28% Gain 


(Continued 


and 183,900 in April of last year.;and Canada, including exports, 
April sales to dealers in the United | amounted to 965,601, compared with 
States and Canada, together with | 745,929 in the similar 1940 months. 
Meanwhile, K. T. Keller, presi- 
compared with 247,683 in March|dent of Chrysler Corp., told stock- 
holders last week that the corpora- 
of cars and 


export shipments, 


and 196,747 in April, 1940. 


Sales to GM dealers in the United |tion’s retail 
States in the four-month period|trucks totaled 274,298 units in the 
totaled 887,119 against 690,349 in| first quarter of 1941, 
the corresponding months of 1940.| with 214,425 units in the same pe- 


totaled 255,887, 


from Page 1) 





sales 


Dealer sales in the United States] riod a year ago. 


Hudson Sales 
Up 16% in Apr.; 
10,388 Units Sold 


DETROIT. — George H. Pratt, 
general sales manager of the Hud- 
son Motor Car Co. reported today 
total retail sales of new Hudson 
cars in April amounted to 10,388 
units. Retail sales in the United 
States increased 16 percent over 
April a year ago. 

At the same time Fred D. Tur- 
rill, zone manager in the Cincinnati 
territory, announced sales for the 
week ending May 3, jumped 52 


week 
season and also hit a five-year 
high in this area. 

Turrill reported retail sales for 
the week of 102 cars. 


vanDerZee, Quinn 


Shifted by Dodge 


DETROIT.—Dodge announces 
the appointment of Harold van- 
DerZee as manager of the Pitts- 
burgh region of the Dodge or- 
ganization, a post made vacant by 
the transfer of the present Pitts- 
burgh regional manager, q 
Quinn, to the managership of the 
New York region. 

vanDerZee joined the motor car 
industry with the old Durant Motor 
Co. Becoming affiliated with Dodge 
Motors of New York, vanDerZee 
first became district representative 
in 1935. In 1939, he was promoted 


assistant manager of the Phila- 
delphia region. 


business as salesman for the late 


Aaron DeRoy, later joining the| Japan, India and Netherlands East 
forces of Chrysler Corp., and in|Indies, showed that shipments to 
1935 with Dodge. In the service of|his divisions for the first quarter 


Dodge, Quinn first became regional 
merchandising manager at San 
Francisco, and later he was trans- 
ferred for a time to the Seattle 


region, from which he returned to] increase of 7.1 percent in passenger 


the San Francisco region to func- 
tion as district representative. In 
1938, Dodge promoted Quinn to 
manager of the Pittsburgh region. 


Used Car Sales 


Rise in Akron 


AKRON.—Sales of used automo- 
biles for April exceeded the high 
record of March, but new car sales 
dropped off, due principally to the 
inability of the dealers to obtain 
sufficient deliveries. 

A total of 3,358 used cars were 
sold here last month as 2,636 new 
cars were sold. 

Used car sales in March totaled 
3,345, while new car sales jumped 
to 2,951, or a total of 6,296. April, 
1940 sales totaled 1,646 new cars 
and 2,456 used cars. 





War Department Buys 


Ford Factory in N. C. 
DEARBORN. — The Ford Motor 
Co. announced last week that word 
had just been received from the 
Quartermaster General's office in 
Washington, accepting the option 
given it for the purchase of the 
company’s’ branch building at 
Charlotte, N. C. 

It was announced at the same 
time that the sale of this plant to 
the War department would in no 
way affect the Charlotte branch. 
The branch will retain space in 
the present building until such 
time as other quarters in Charlotte 
can be obtained. 




















units in the preceding year. 


hicles last year. 


Pickup in Sales 


ion bureau of statistics. 


units retailed for $11,291,657 
in March, 1940. 


month last year. 


March, 1940 levels. 





Studebaker Export Sales 


SOUTH BEND. 


of the Philippine Islands, China, 


of 1941 broke all records te and 
including the first quarter of 1932. 
Further, shipments for the first 
three months of 1941 showed an 


cars and a substantial increase in 
truck sales over the same three- 
month period of last year. 

Smith says, “With a bit of luck 
I believe we can break all existing 
six-months records by the end of 
June. The popularity of Stude- 
baker products in the Far East is 
attested to by the large volume of 
orders now awaiting shipment.” 


Registrations Up 


BOISE, Ida.—Receipts for the first 
three months of 1941 from Idaho motor 
vehicle registrations are up $46,725 over 
a like period of last year. Total 1941 
receipts are $750,302 on 106,897 units. 




















compared 


Retail deliveries currently re- 
ported are about 28 percent above 
a year ago with dealers’ stocks of 
new cars at only about 5 percent 
above last year, Keller said. Truck 
and commercial car shipments for 
the first quarter of 1941 were 39,- 
402 units as compared with 34,229 


Chrysler export and Canadian 
sales were 23,790 vehicles for the 
period as compared with 28,592 ve- 


Noted by Canada 


MONTREAL, — Further expan- 
t over the best previous|sion in new motor vehicle sales in 
_ nico in the entire 1941 model} Canada was recorded by the domin- 


The bureau reported that during 
March 14,661 new vehicles retailed 
for $18,586,207 compared with 9,190 
in 
February and 12,996 for $14,384,663 


Sales of new passenger cars 
gained 8 percent in number and 
26 percent in value compared with 
March, 1940. During March 12,272 
units sold for $14,513,187 against 
10,481 for $11,509,313 in the same 


Sales at Quebec were up 42 per- 
cent while Ontario and British 
;| Columbia advanced 10 percent. All 
other sections reported sales below 


Break 10-Year Record 


Studebaker 
to merchandising manager of the| Sales activities in the Far East 
New York region, and in 1940, to|}in a report recently sent to R. A. 
Hutchinson, general manager of 
Studebaker Export Corp., by Dewey 
Quinn started in the automobile} W. Smith, vice-president in charge 





in charge of eastern sales. 


Rapids; Dick Fair, 
Muskegon, Mich. 


Special to Automotive News 
CHICAGO.—New car registra- 
tions in Cook county for April 
soared to 19,290 units, beating the 
previous all-time high of 18,324 set 
in March by almost 1,000. The total 
was nearly 5,000 ahead of last 
year’s April figure of 14,881. 


Fears over rising prices and the 
likelihood of a shortage in auto- 
mobiles were credited with the 
rush of buyers to secure delivery, 
although dealers and their sales- 
men employed no such arguments 
with the public. 


The comparative figures, com- 
piled and released by the Bureau 
of Motor Advice, show that Chev- 
rolet led among makes with 3,520 
in April, a slight decline from its 
3,659 total in March. Plymouth in 
second place had a sizable gain, 
2,869 as against 2,271. 


Buick climbed into third place 
with 2,107 units, while Pontiac 
held fourth with 1,801 and Oldsmo- 
bile fifth with 1,626. Ford, which 
was delayed temporarily in pro- 
duction by a strike, finished sixth 
with 1,601. Dodge was seventh with 
1,265, Chrysler eighth with 957, 
De Soto ninth with 632 and Nash 
tenth with 594, 


Following in order came Stude- 
baker, 515; Cadillac, 495; Hudson, 





FISHER BODY unit of the General Motors Parade of Progress was given a'! 


final preview last week before it left to join the cavaleade in St. 
officials of Fisher Body and General Motors inspected the display which tells | 
the story of 40 years of progress in motor car coacheraft. 
to right, Robert Bingman of the GM styling section; E. 
manager of Fisher Body and GM vice-president; W. S. 


advertising for Fisher Body; A. 
Donald Solomon, 


Louis. High | 


Those above are, left 
F. Fisher, general 
McLean, director of 


J. Fisher of the Fisher Body division, and 
manager of the Fleetwood plant. 


;}rules and regulations for the 


Dealers Welcome Manager . . . 





A LUNCHEON meeting of Oldsmobile dealers in the Detroit zone served to 
introduce James Berry, how Oldsmobile zone manager, to dealers in the area. 
D. E. Ralston, Oldsmobile’s general sales manager, presided at the meeting and 
revealed sales plans for the remainder of the selling season. Left to right, 
Berry, Ralston, and R. L. Myers, Oldsmobile’s assistant general sales manager 





MORE THAN 50 Oldsmobile dealers in the Detroit zone welcomed James 
Berry, newly appointed zone manager for Oldsmobile, back to the Detroit zone. 
Berry was transferred from the Cincinnati zone but was assistant zone manager 
in Detroit several years ago. Left to right, Ed Owen, Row Motor Co., Grand 
Lansing Oldsmobile Co., 


Lansing, and Carl Matson, 





New Car Sales in Chicago 
Beat March Record in April 


462; Packard, 415; Mercury, 303; 
Lincoln-Zephyr, 95; Willys, 25 and 
Graham, 4. 





Cincinnati Sales 
Of New Cars In 
April Decline 


CINCINNATI. — Sales of motor 
vehicles during the first four 
months of 1941 totaling 25,893 were 
21 percent ahead of the first four 
months of 1940 in this market, ac- 
cording to the Cincinnati Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn. 


April new car sales totaled 2,936, 
a decline of 18 percent from the 
high point reached in March, but 
29 percent ahead of the previous 
April. Used car sales in April to- 
taled 3,994, a gain of 31 percent 
over April, 1940, and only 3 percent 
below March. Thus it will be seen 
that dealers received fewer used 
cars as trade-ins and this, coupled 
with high sales volume, has de- 
pleted their stocks. Some exclusive 
used car merchants have been 
forced to obtain their merchandise 
in other markets. 


Commercial car sales declined 
sharply during April, due largely 
to the fact that dealers were too 
occupied with passenger car busi- 
ness. New truck sales in April 
were 55 percent below March and 
15 percent behind April, 1940. April 
used truck sales were 4 percent be- 
hind March and 21 percent below 
the previous April. 

Monthly sales summary of all 
motor vehicles gives April a net 
gain of 27 percent over April, 1940, 
but a loss of 12 percent from the 
level attained in March, which 
traditionally is the year’s biggest 
volume month in this area since it 
is the change-over period for 
license plates. 








Livestock Hauling 
HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS).—The 
Public Utility Commission has issued 
an order establishing minimum rates, 
trans- 


portation of livestock by truck be- 
tween points in Pennsylvania. Unless 
exceptions are filed within 15 days 
after_service, the order becomes effec 


tive July 1, 1941. 
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Studebaker Sales 
Set Twelve-Yeg; 
High During Apr 
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wet tn BEND.—April sales , 
Studebaker passenger cars ;, RE | 
trucks were the largest for f Tia 
month since 1928, the Studebai. = aski 
Corp. reported last week, tee prod 
Factory sales in April totale * would ni 
12,955 units, while domestic ret,’ ° on bot 


deliveries amounted to 11,107, sf vow. 
each case a 12-year record, |} My ans 
April, 1940, factory sales amount. socably N' 
to 10,898 units, while retail 4) ,tuation 
liveries for that month were 10); you woul 
For the first four months ;| the first | 
1941, factory sales totaled 429} been foree 
units as compared with 40,265 ;| to slacker 


the same period last year. Ret| was @ Vol 
deliveries in the U. S. in the fire 
four months amounted to 41,405 x Larger L 
compared with 32,507 in the cq. 
responding 1940 period. Is Seen 
dente ciclidoescanstinonieanlininicsiaass Poa st 
: rger tl 
New Car Sales |( "5 
+ most fact 
In San Antonio lume 
plete thei 
Hold Fast Paed sms in 
lon 
SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—New c| “in the 
sales for April continued good, 2} were alw 


though not equaling those fc] model ¢ 
March, but bettering those fc] with the 
January and February, figures r ing dem« 
leased this week revealed. a large 
Particular attention is directe| year-end 
to Buick sales which, for the fov| larger lo 
months reported have been equiv:.| have eXf 
lent to nearly 100 cars per mont] few year 
Cadillac sales have also shown u: 
well. Nash sales are also reports EN, 
at a fast pace. Sales, according t} 4+ models 
individual makes, were as follows} ever — SO 
Buick, 103; Cadillac, 26; Cher Dealers v 
rolet, 213 (and 27 trucks and 3} aught st 
commercial units); Chrysler, 3 
De Soto, 14; Diamond T Truck, } 
Dodge, 60 (and 11 trucks and seve Won't 
commercial units); Federal Truck 3 
7; Ford, 177 (and 13 trucks an} To bt 
21 commercial units); GMC Truck} Probabl 
7 (and four commercial units)| 2®W_™ 
Hudson, 21 (and one commercii| Menb | 
unit); IHC Truck, 14 (and fou} models 
commercial units); Lincoln-Zephy:| People | 
5 (and one commercial unit); Mer} *¢ ne 
cury, 20; Nash, 18; Oldsmobile, 5] enough 
Packard, 18 (and two commercii| °st of 
units); Plymouth, 89 (and one com| needed 
mercial unit); Pontiac, 67; Stude 
baker, 40; White Truck, 2 (ani 
four commercial units); Willys, 
(and two commercial units). To 
tals: 971 cars, 84 trucks and ¢ 
commercial units. 


Registrations by out - of - count 
dealers: Chevrolet, one; Chryslet 
one; De Soto, one; Ford, three 
Nash, two; Plymouth, two, ani 
Pontiac, two. Grand totals: 9% 
cars, 84 trucks, and 97 commercii 
units, for a grand total of 1,16 
vehicles. 

April sales during precedin: 
years were: 1936—818; 1937—76) 
1938—445; 1939—552; 1940—736. 


Iowa Sales Rise 
In First Quarter 


DES MOINES, Ia.— (UTPS).- 


Higher 
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Increase in new car sales in Iowa SYR. 
of more than 22 percent for the} Preside 
first three months of this year over| Bresee 
that of the same period a year ago,| ‘lected 
was announced last week in an of-| Autom 
ficial survey. New car sales for the — 
first quarter of this year num-| &St w 
bered 16,213 compared to 13,267| Revoir 
last year. In Polk county, there | three 
were 1,798 new cars sold this year dent. 
and 1,374 in the same period last} Joh 
year. electes 
Commercial cars and truck sales _ 1 
showed an increase with 2,646 pe 
trucks sold this year and 2,308 for ; a 
the first three months of 1940. Tn 
Used car inventories in Des] p Hi: 
Moines and spotted areas through- tic ' 
out the state were found to be no} “0 
higher than that of last year, in Cin 
spite of the increase of new cal 1a 
sales, Ben Sanders, president of the Of 
Iowa Automobile Dealers Assn. re- JA 
ported. —~Ra 
Pa eee aii man 
Agreement Extended elect 
MONTREAL. — The collective labor | Ville 
agreement affecting the automobile in- Ot} 
dustry in and around Montreal, which liam 
was to have expired on May 1 has Will 
been extended to June 7, the Montreal & ill 
board of trade has announced. a and 
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TS ay, 
ne thy Tian calls and letters from 
ebake, jealers asking, in view of the cur- 





tailed production of 1942 cars, if 


totalkf » would not be wisdom to stock 
e Petal yp on both new and used cars 
107, if NOW. 


rd, 


lf My answer has_ been _ irre- 


lOunte} yocably NO. No, don’t handle the 
ail &) gtuation any differently than 
10,14; you would in normal times. In 


ths ¢ 


the first place, the market has 


420-1 been forced, and sales were due 
265 ;| to slacken whether or not there 
Ret;| was a voluntary cut. 
1€ firs a 


e ¢ 


10 


W ce 
od, 4 


405 a Larger Loss 
| I. 
"I Is Seen 


r the second place, there is a 
larger than normal stock of new 
cars in dealers’ hands now, and 
most factories will continue big 
ylume right up until they com- 
plete their 1941 schedules, which 


ACE in most instances, will not be much 


longer than 60 days from now. 
In the third place, large stocks 
were always troublesome during 


© fc] model changeovers. This year, 


e ft 


with the usual necessity of mov- 


°s r} ing demonstrators, together with 


recte 


a large stock of new cars, the 
year-end cleanout will entail a 


» for} larger loss for dealers than they 


Juive. 


have experienced during the last 


lont:| few years. 
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orte: EN, in the fourth place, new 
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lows} ever—some of them 


models may be out earlier than 
in August. 


“her.| Dealers with large stocks would be 


1d 3} caught short. 
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Won’t Be Enough 
To build up stocks against a 


ruck] Probable increase in prices of 
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new models would be poor judg- 
ment, too. Although the new 


fou] models may be little changed, 


ohyr 
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people will want the new cars. 
The new prices won't be raised 
enough to pay dealers for the 
cost of interest and insurance 


som-| Needed to carry over 1941 stock. 
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EN, with the new setup in 

Washington to discourage price 
increase, automobile manufactur- 
ers, most of whom have had a guod 
year profitwise so far, will be re- 
luctant indeed to jeopardize their 
fine standing with the government 
by raising prices to any marked 
degree. 

Let me remind you that the 
material to be used in the new 
models, to save aluminum, nickel, 
tine, ete., for defense, while it 
will not harm the appearance or 


Dunn to Head 


Syracuse Dealers 


SYRACUSE.—Herbert A. Dunn, 
President and general manager of 

resee- Chevrolet Co., Inc., was 
elected president of the Syracuse 
Automobile Dealers Assn. at its 
annual meeting in Hotel Syracuse 
last week. He succeeds Frank G. 
Revoir (Hudson), who had served 
three consecutive terms as presi- 
dent. 

John J. Costello (Buick), was 
elected a director of the association 
and first vice-president. L. Burr 
Keegan (Ford), was reelected sec- 
ond vice-president, and Leroy Cas- 
ber (Ford), was reelected treasurer. 

The directors reappointed James 
- Hayes secretary of the associa- 

n, 


Chapman Reelected Head 


Of Jacksonville Dealers 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla.—(UTPS). 
~—Ray Chapman, president of Chap- 
man Motor Co., Inc., has been re- 
elected president of the Jackson- | 


| Ville Automobile Dealers’ Assn. 


a2nd Son, secretary-treasurer. 


_ Uther officers reelected were Wil- 
liam A. Estever, vice-president and 
William Catlin, of William Catlin | 


By John O. Munn 


Dealers’ or salesmen’s com 
addressed to John OQ, ‘oe 
and the writer's name will be ki 


HERE have been wires, long| performance of 1942 
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cars, will in 
fact improve them. Still such 


substitute material costs less 
money. 
* * . 
Too Many Cars 
Is Worse 


- my opinion, to stock new cars 

now beyond normal needs, is 
very unsound. It involves the risk 
of serious loss on the part of deal- 
ers who do so. You know from ex- 
perience that there is just one 
thing worse than having too few 
cars during year-end cleanouts, 
and that is having too many. 

Neither do I think it wise to 
stock used cars against a pos- 
sible raise in price. Of course, I 
don’t encourage you to sacrifice 
your rapid movers. But, if you 
have an overstock of slow mov- 
ers or crates, you might as well 
attempt to liquidate them right 
now. Keep your used car stock 
clean. No dealer ever suffered 
with used car stocks of popular, 
rapidly moving models, But don’t 
build up a stock of used cars 
against a probable slight in- 
crease in market prices. 

* ~ * 


Don’t Overstock 


Used Cars 
— used cars cost you 
on an average of one dollar a day 
to keep in stock. There is not only 
the cost of the care of them, but 
interest, insurance, storage — and 
what is more important, time de- 
preciation which every day slightly 
lowers the value of each used car 
in stock. 

So, again, don’t overstock used 
cars. Even if there is an in- 
crease in price, it won’t be 
enough to counteract the expense 
of keeping the cars. I was much 
impressed with what Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn. recently 
said on this subject. It’s so im- 
portant it will bear repeating: 


Profit, Turnover: 
Hand in Hand 


“THE dealer who holds onto used 

ears is neglecting the obvious 
and elementary fact that there is 
no new car profit—none whatever 
—until he liquidates the used cars 
involved in the new car transac- 
tion. And car profit and turnover 
go hand in hand. Sell those used 
cars as quickly as you can at a 
profit now! By taking them in 
right, by having the new car cus- 
tomer pay the markup as he very 
properly should, you can sell the 
used cars rapidly at attractive 
prices—at retail. 

* * # 

“Keep liquid. Don’t tie up your 
money in long-term notes. Keep 
open accounts receivable on as 
near a 30-day basis as possible. 
Keep inventories of parts, acces- 
sories, gas, oils and grease well 
in line with current sales of such 
merchandise, so that dollars on 
your books will really be cash 
dollars. And stay away from 24- 
months’ car deals with small 
down payments, or any loose 
credits and long terms.” 

* * * 


Make All Deals 
Profitable 


HICAGO emphasizes again and, 
above all, to make all of your 


deals profitable. Obtain your full | 


markup. There is no excuse for 
doing anything less in today’s mar- 
ket. You will need every dollar you 
can make. To stay in business, the 
Chicago association advises dealers 
must stop wild trading and get 
more profit; build up their service 
departments; maintain a force of 
competent mechanics; train men 
to take care of possible labor short- 
age. 

Next week I'll give you some 
impressions I have that, if a 
dealer will but grasp the oppor- 
tunity, will show why production 
curtailment can turn out to be 
the “Dealer’s Dream Come True. 





Buffalo Dealers 
Reappoint Hunt, 
Plan ’41 Show 


BUFFALO.—Percy J. Hunt has 
been reelected president of the 
Buffalo Automotive Trade Assn. 
Other officers are: Vice-president, 
Ralph A. Young (Studebaker); 
secretary, Stewart H. Gibson (De 
Soto-Plymouth, and treasurer, 
Harry D. Elliott (Chrysler-Plym- 
outh). Hunt is a Chevrolet dealer. 

The following were reelected di- 
rectors for two-year terms: Thomas 
J. McElvein (Ford); George C. Os- 
tendorf (Packard) and Hunt. Gib- 
son was elected a new director. 
Leslie M. Farr (Dodge-Plymouth) 
was appointed an associate mem- 
ber director. James C. Crosby 
(Packard) is a holdover director. 


Treadwell K. Berg, manager of 
Empire State Automobile Mer- 
chants Assn., was guest speaker. 
He talked on_ state legislation, 
which will be thoroughly dis- 
cussed at the annual convention 
of the Empire association in 
Rochester June 23-24. 


Hunt, in making his annual re- 
port, cited a sharp increase in the 
Buffalo association’s membership 
to an all-time peak. He disclosed 
that the Buffalo association is 
planning to have an automobile 
show this fall. 


Frank E. Breen, a representative 
of the NADA, was a guest at the 
meeting. The dinner and business 
session were followed by an en- 
tertainment program. 


Dealers in Memphis 


Elect Connaughton 


MEMPHIS. — Annual meeting of 
directors of Memphis Automobile 
Dealers Assn. was held last week. 
W. A. Connaughton, president of 
the Union Chevrolet Co. was elected 
president, succeeding W. H. Clay- 
pool of the Bluff City Buick Co. 

Also elected were W. H. Fisher, 
president of the John T. Fisher 
Motor Co., vice-president; W. H. 
Claypool, secretary-treasurer; H. 
H. Hull of Hull-Dobbs Co., and 
J. J. Corbitt, president Corbitt 
Motor Co., additional directors. 


Jones Heads Committee 
For PAA Convention 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). — 
R. C. Jones of Reading, will be the 
general chairman for the 21st an- 
nual convention of the Pennsyl- 
vania Automotive Assn. to be held 
June 22-24 at the Abraham Lincoln 
hotel in Reading, it was announced 
last week C. S. Klugh, manager of 
the group. 

Other committee chairmen in- 
clude: H. O. Koller, vice-chairman; 
Charles R. Golden, attendance; 
John D. Corbit, entertainment; A. 
W. Golden, golf; Harvey Golden 
and Fred Scholl, reception; O. W. 
Lindgren, transportation; H. M. 
Woelfley, prizes and contributions; 
Pierce Hettinger, publicity, and 
Amey M. Christ, finances. 


Jennings Takes Over 


LOGANSPORT, Ind. — E. A. Jen- 
nings, former Michigan City (Ind.) 


dealer, has taken over the Star Motor 
Co., Inc., here and the National Motor 
dealer- 


Co., Peru, Ind. Both are Ford 


ships. 
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Local Groups to Cooperate 


In NADA National Campaign 


DETROIT. — With National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn.’s campaign 
under way urging dealers to be- 
come profit-conscious in the pres- 
ent active market, dealer associa- 
tions have endorsed the program 
and pledged themselves to co- 
operate in bringing effective pres- 
sure locally. 

The Chicago and St. Louis as- 
sociations have already started 
similar campaigns to supplement 
the mailings of the national cam- 
paign. 

Evidence of the widespread in- 
terest among associations and in- 
dividual dealers is contained in 
these quotations from letters and 
telegrams received by NADA head- 
quarters: 

E. H. Fitzhenry, president, and 
E. N. Baker, treasurer, Massa- 
chusetts State Auto Dealers Assn. 
—‘“The board of directors voted to 
endorse your program to stop wild 
trading. Believe that further bene- 
fits would accrue to dealers if 
NADA could work out with manu- 
facturers an equitable distribution 
of available new cars.” 

Carl R. Heussy, executive secre- 
tary, Seattle and Washington Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assns.—“Your deal- 
ers’ profit campaign is most timely. 
Best advice that can be given in 
times such as we are facing is 
‘Don’t give your merchandise away 
in the face of scarcity.’ Dealers are 
just beginning to realize that they 
are facing a scarcity of cars, both 
new and used.” 

C. E. Coltrin, secretary-manager, 
Akron District Automobile Dealers 
Assn., Inc.—“Your dealer profit 
campaign is well received by every 
dealer in our association, and we 
can only urge you to do everything 
possible to make our dealers more 
profit-conscious. This association 
has set up the following slogan: 
‘Make Every New Car Deal a Full 
Profit Deal’.” 

R. J. Murphy, manager, Wash- 
ington (D. C.) Automotive Trade 
Assn.—“I am heart and soul in fa- 
vor of the dealer profit campaign, 
and I congratulate the executives 
of NADA for having conceived and 
brought the idea into being. In my 
humble opinion it is one of the 
most constructive steps ever taken 
by the association, and I intend to 
do everything in my power to make 
the campaign a successful one in 
the District of Columbia and vi- 


W. H. Nichols, president, South 
Bend & Mishawaka Automobile 
Dealers Assn.—“It is my firm con- 
viction that NADA can best serve 
the automobile dealers by a ‘blitz- 
krieg’ campaign against over- 
allowance. It is a good time to 
bring the dealers to their senses; 
perhaps they will learn that this 
business can be conducted on a 
sound and full profit basis the 
same as any business. We will 
wake up some morning and find 
that the demands made on us by 
Uncle Sam will take all the profit 
some dealers are making. They had 
better get a cushion to absorb the 
shock. Uncle Sam has no sympathy 
for that type of business man.” 

Frank P. Button, president, Ne- 
braska Motor Dealers Assn.—‘At 
the present time trading is as wild 
as we have ever seen it, and it is 
caused by each dealer thinking the 





GIVES TROPHY—R. J. Nolan of Minneapolis, district manager of the Chrysler 


Corp., presents the Nomland Motor Co. 
Sorensen and Andy Nomland of the Grand 


in the picture are Nolan, C. A. 


Forks agency. 


with a sales trophy. From left to right 


other dealer will trade away so 
much of his profit, so we have 
to do it and so on, as you well 
know. In discussing the matter of 
long trading at the present time 
with several dealers, I find that 
they are pretty well lined up with 
the fact that more money can be 
made now by proper trading and 
that each is conscious of the fact, 
to the extent that they are work- 
ing to the end of more profit.” 

Laverne P. Marshall, secretary, 
Flint Automobile Dealers Assn.— 
“While we believe in consistent 
rather than spasmodic attempts on 
the part of dealers to save their 
gross profit, we certainly agree 
that the present is an opportune 
time, if ever, to launch a dealer 
profit campaign. The fact that 
dealers are here and there doing 
business at a substantial profit is 
all the proof necessary that it can 
be done.” 

Charles M. Isaac, executive man- 
ager, Stark County (O.) Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn.—“The Stark 
County Automobile Dealers Assn. 
wishes to extend heartiest con- 
gratulations upon your dealer 
profit campaign. In a desire to co- 
operate in stimulating dealer in- 
terest on this subject, we are 
copying each of your bulletins 
complete and mailing them to all 
members, along with our daily 
bulletin showing registrations of 
new and used car titles for Stark 
county.” 

Joseph A. Schlecht, secretary- 
manager, Greater St. Louis Auto- 
motive Assn., Inc.—‘Many things 
have been tried and suggested and 
I do hope that the step taken by 
the association managers and your 
association will shock the dealers 
into thinking that they must make 
a profit in their business, par- 
ticularly so on every vehicle that 
they sell, and I hope that this 
program will have the desired ef- 
fect. In that connection, I sent out 
a bulletin headed ‘Seller’s Market,’ 
and we are also sending out a 
series of four cards. I have had a 
number of calls from our dealers 
here in St. Louis commenting on 
this propaganda, and also your 
broadside, ‘A Challenge to Automo- 


oo? 


bile Dealers’. 


Cleveland Dealers 
Appoint Board 


CLEVELAND. — Members of the 
board of representatives of the 
Cleveland Automotive Trade Assn., 
selected by the dealers in the vari- 
ous line groups, are as follows: 

Buick—T. C. Gartshore; Cadillac 
—Roy F. Kenney; Chevrolet—Ivan 
S. Brownlee, Arthur Haas and R. 
G. Herzberger; Chrysler—Homer C. 
Trace; De Soto — Walter H. 
Stearns; Dodge — W. O. Steudel; 
Ford—W. A. Bramley, W. W. Dor- 
aty and E. J. Merkle; Graham— 
Berney Skipper; Hudson—James A. 
Ferguson; Lincoln—J. C. Trace; 
Nash—R. H. Eckenroth; Oldsmobile 
—Jay W. Barber; Packard—R. L. 
Gambill; Pontiac—Charles A. Sirl; 
Studebaker—C. E, Moore. 


Pathe Upped 


DETROIT.—Oscar M. Chase, rye. 
outh factory manager, announced t 
week the promotion of John Pathe 
to chief inspector over all factory 
inspection work. 


Sell in Own Territory, 


CATA Urges Dealers 
CHICAGO. — As the Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn. views 


it, the dealer who sells outside 
his immediate territory is mak- 
ing a serious mistake, because 
he is forced to over-allow in 
order to land the deal and in 
addition separates himself from 


valuable service revenue, which 
is lost to the dealer in the 
neighborhood where the custom- 
er resides, 

Another short-sighted policy, 
according to the CATA, is be- 
ing adopted by a number of 
dealers who think it wise to 
hold their used cars for higher 
prices later instead of trying to 
move them now. 
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OUR PLEDGE 


One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which ts not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
@ whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1983). 


DETROIT, MAY 12, 1941 


Exaggerated, to Put it Mildly 


he cae statements made by some daily news- 
paper syndicated columns, such as the one appearing 
May 7, which solemnly stated that “the machine tool bottle- 
neck could be broken overnight if all the machine tools 
owned by the motor industry were turned to the making 
of planes, tanks and other armaments,” either are possibly 
maliciously inspired in Washington or the commentator did 
not check his so-called facts. Certainly the statement just 
quoted does a grave injustice to the automobile industry, 
which unquestionably is going all-out for defense. Certainly, 
too, the higher-ups in OPM, like Mr. Knudsen, Mr. Biggers 
and Mr. Stettinius, cannot be charged with inspiring any 
such idea—they know too much about the automobile indus- 
try to make an erroneous statement of this kind. 

Unlike the commentator referred to above, we have checked 
OUR facts and we feel that the statement that the bottle- 
neck could be broken overnight by the motor industry is so 
grossly exaggerated as to be untrue and misleading. What 
are the facts? 

Our investigations show that only a certain number of ma- 
chine tools owned by the industry —a comparatively small 
percentage averaging from 5 to 17 percent—can be switched 
from regular work to defense operations without serious loss 
of efficiency. It also is true that an additional number of ma- 
chine tools in the motor plants can be converted, with more 
or less loss of efficiency, to armament production. Retooling 
is necessary. A considerable amount of progress has been 
achieved in this direction by many of the companies. But be- 
yond this point, extending through a large percentage of the 
machine tools in automobile plants, conversion is not possible 
for the reason that the machine tools are specialized machine 
tools designed and built for specific automotive operations 
peculiar to the industry. They are not adaptable to any other 
uses, regardless of the effiiciency factor. Ignoring this fact is 
10 contribution to the efforts of the government and the mo- 
tor industry towards solving the pressing machine tool 
problem. 

The release of machine tools for defense work is only one 
of the several important reasons for the curtailment of auto- 
mobile production. Conservation of materials vital to defense 
production is another reason, possibly the major objective 
which the column fails to mention. The outlook for require- 
ments of trained personnel next fall for defense production 
also was probably a factor in the government’s decision. 


SOS for NYA 


N the congressional hopper in Washington there is a bill 

pending in which automobile dealers, as well as the in- 
dustry as a whole, should be particularly interested because 
it has a particular bearing on one of their main problems. 
It asks for financial support for the National Youth Ad- 
ministration, a governmental organization which trains 
youth in mechanical and production work. Translated into 
automobile lingo, NYA is the training school whose gradu- 
ates become our shop mechanics, replacements for those 
boys in the back room who are taken over for defense work. 
At the same time they are getting a rudimentary training 
which will fit them also for defense work. 


Entered as ene cits matter Post Office, Detroit, under Act 
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WILL HISTORY Nov. 11, 1918, 
REPEAT when the Armis- 
ITSELF? tice came, which 
resulted in a 
“negotiated peace,” I could have 
been found polishing windows on 
the back-side of the barracks which 
housed Company E at Camp 
Dewey, Great Lakes, Til., in the 
officers’ training school. This em- 
bryonic admiral was thus cheated 
out of this possibility and_dis- 
charged as a Seaman, Second Class, 
only because I was married, had a 
home and a struggling business 
demanding my attention. I repeat 
this fact here, not because it is 
of any importance or significance 
to anyone but myself in the pres- 
ent emergency, except that it helps 
explain why I have a great sym- 
pathy for the men, especially those 
who are married, have children 
and perhaps a good start in a 
business or profession, who are 
being forced to give up everything 
to learn the manual of arms. It 
was many years after before I 
realized that the experience had 
probably been worth the time I 
had sacrificed from my family, my 
home and my business. 
s* *+ @ 


I am trying to be helpful in my 
counsel to the young men of my 
acquaintance who are being called 
to service based on my experience 
and I am certain that everyone 
of us who are entitled to member- 
ship in the American Legion is 
doing the same as I am. It is not 
easy to reconcile the resentment 
of young men at the 30 mark who 
have just begun to make a place 
for themselves, following the heart- 
breaking experience of trying to 
get located after they came out of 
school or college in the midst of 
the depression days. But this is 
war—or is it? 


* *+ 2 


Because I was learning to “box 
the compass” and splice knots, be- 
tween polishing the miles of win- 
dows in 1918, I seem to have been 
little impressed with the fact that 
in that year the automotive indus- 
try voluntarily accepted in March 
a cut of 30 percent in production 
and again in July, 1918, took a 
further cut of 20 percent, making 
a total of 943,436 or half the 1917 
output of 1,745,792, which was 
pretty high for those years. Of 
course the Armistice came three 
months after the second cut be- 
came effective, so that actually a 
total of 1,170,686 cars were built in 
1918, but the registrations dropped 
to less than a million in that year, 
so the historians tell me. 


* * *& 


Brushing up on the history of 
that last year of the war, as it 
concerned our business, reminds 
me that young, full of the exhilara- 
tion of getting out of service and 
with the world at my feet, like 
an oyster as t’were, I paused long 
enough on my way home on Michi- 
gan Boulevard, Chicago, to shop 
for a used car. Apparently there 
were few new cars to be had, at 
least not a luxurious, air-cooled 
Franklin on which I had set my 
heart. As I recall it, the car I 
bought was one or two years old, 
not reconditioned (as that word is 
applied today) and the original 
owner had probably not paid much 
more than I paid for it. I paid 
some cash and signed notes for a 
grand total of $2,700! 


* * * 


I am trying to put these facts 
together to see if they make any 
sense in light of the conditions 
this industry seems to be facing 
today. My memory is _ probably 
quite faulty, but there must be 
among AN readers some old deal- 
ers who can give us the benefit of 
their experiences in 1917-18. It is 
pretty hard to make the pattern 
of today fit the conditions of 23 
years ago but you remember what 
Confucius say: “Old men for coun- 
sel, young men for war;” so there 
are a lot of us who can, at least, 
be conscripted for advice which is 
about all we are good for. If used 
car prices are going sky high be- 
cause of new car curtailment our 
readers ought to know it and there 
must be those among us who will 
uncover the facts. Let’s have ’em! 

—G.MS. 







Automotive News Cartoon by Ford McDow 


‘That'll Be Enough for Now’ 
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Sold 


Our residence has been changed 
from 162-20 89th Ave. Jamaica, 
L. I., to 45 Mitchell Pl., White 
Plains, N. Y. Will you kindly make 
this change in your records, so 
that we may receive our paper on 
time. 

May I tell you that my husband 
considers his AUTOMOTIVE News in- 
dispensable and that I read it as 
thoroughly as he does. Thank you 
for your fair, square and most 
timely digest of material so vital 
to us all. I am so sold on your 
paper that I think everybody 
should have it, whether they are 
in the automobile business or not. 
—Mrs. Helen N. Mennen. 


Responsive Note 


Last week’s Edgewise struck a 
very responsive note in me, for I 
also voted for F. D. R. in 1932 and 
1936 and for Wilkie in 1940 and 
went through the same hazing pro- 
cess as G. M. S. What gets me is 
the way the same people who com- 
plained of the New Deal spending 
in this country now applaud ex- 
penditures far in excess of these 
on foreign causes. 

It appears to me that the most 
effective means of keeping this 
country out of war at the present 
time is to write your congressmen 
in both houses and to urge those 
of your friends who agree with 
you to do likewise.—George F. 
Mehling, Detroit. 


Interesting 


Enclosed is money order for a 
year subscription to AUTOMOTIVE 
News. I’m sorry to have held you 
up so long but it’s very difficult to 


get any time off during the day| tola 


to get to the postoffice. 

We just finished our training 

and had a three-day trip to Florida 
as a vacation. 
; Your publication has much in 
it concerning the army and de- 
fense work, making it very inter- 
esting to_us soldiers especially.— 
Richard Yoder, 4th Division Mo- 
torized, Fort Benning, Ga. 


Wrong Way, GMS! 


Better get your nose into a gevg- 
raphy and learn that Irwin is the 
town nearest Pittsburgh and Mid- 
dlesex is the other end of the Pike 
and not as you have listed them in 
your column (Word in Edgewise, 
Apr. 28).—Thos. I. Nichols, Dohler 
Bros., Inc., Pittsburgh. 


Idaho 


New car stocks in southern Idaho 
are generally normal, with Ford 
dealers running considerably be- 
low normal. Sales are being made 
on small-down payments for pe- 





riods ranging, in some instances, i: 
excess of 24 months. Contracts wit: 
balloon payments are accountin 
for 12 percent of the time pay: 
ments. 

Used car stocks are a little abov: 
the normal, with sales slightly 
low normal. The next 30 day 
should see a reduction in used cz 
stocks because of increased delit- 
eries.—W. G. Ash, secretary, Idab: 
Automobile Dealers Assn., Boise. 


Salt Lake City 


New car demand continues t: 
be brisk in this area, and it begin 
now to appear that there will be: 
car shortage, especially on certait 
models, colors and equipmen: 
options. 

Used car demand continues to 
be holding its own and sales ar 
currently very good. Some dealer: 
are reporting slow movement 0 
used cars in the $200 to $300 prict 
bracket, however. 

The priority of the defense pr0- 
gram, calling for certain parts and 
accessories, is beginning to be felt 
and no doubt service departments 
of automobile dealers will feel é 
more serious aspect of delay ID 
securing certain service materials. 
—J. M. Jackson, general manager 
Jackson Motor Car Co., Salt Lake 
City. 


Years Ago 


(... from Automotive News files) 





Fifteen Years Ago : 
Government figures show unusually 
good year in 1925 — 4,157,830 cars and 
trucks built, valued at $2,934,488,635 
- . . “It was not good roads that 
brought the motor car, but the motor 
car brought good roads,’’ Henry For 
oO his guests, the Pan-Americat 
journalists . . . Balloon tires continue 
to grow in popularity, reaching 79 per- 
cent of the total tire production. 


Ten Years Ago 

Ford’s new plant in Cologne, Ger- 
many, starts production with capacity 
of 75 cars a day, employing 1,000 men 
- . . In first six month of this = 
1,948 Cadillac V-12’s were delivere 
. . . Paul W. Garrett inducted into 
his new job of director of public rela- 
tions for General Motors . . . Gemmer 
withdraws suit against General Motors 
over steering gears... Jordan Motor 
Co., Cleveland, placed in receivership 
at request of Electric Auto-Lite Co. 


Five Years Ago 

Walter P. Chrysler is a_luncheon 
guest of President Roosevelt at the 
White House . . . Russell E. Singer 
succeeds late Ernest N. Smith as Bene 
eral manager of American Automobile 
Assn. . . National Assn. of Finance 
Co.s finds average dealer is_ selling 
175 used cars for each 100 new cars. 


One Year Ago ° 

Harlow H. Curtice, general manager 
of Buick, and Paul W. Garrett, direc; 
tor of public relations, are electe 


vice-presidents of General Motors ..; - 
“we inventor of_ the 


Charles Y. Knight, 

sleeve-valve engine, dies in Pasadens. 
Calif. . . . Added attraction for, ine 
New York national show is an oxi = 
of first, old and famous motor vehicies. 
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“A Supreme Journalistic Achievement” 


















“TO THE NEW YORK TIMES for the public educational value of its foreign news 


report, exemplified by its scope, by excellence of writing and presentation, and 


BSSSSSSSSix———> 


supplementary background information, illustration and interpretation. 








“ Upon recommendation of the Advisory Board stating that a supreme journal- 
am | 

istic achievement of this kind does not clearly fall into any of the present 

categories defined for awards, the trustees take this means of recognizing 

THE NEW YORK TIMES.” 
al SPECIAL CITATION BY THE PULITZER PRIZE COMMITTEE 
it 
ing 
ay: 
OV: 
be. 
AY 
ca! 
iv. . ; s : ; P ; io , , ; 
he The New York Times acknowledges with pride the precedent-breaking Pulitzer gold medal for meritorious public service for its complete and 

action of the Pulitzer Prize Committee in awarding it a special citation for accurate coverage of the World War. Since those days The New York Times 
ti the “supreme journalistic achievement” of its foreign news report. staff has been augmented and strengthened, its experience broadened, its 
ns 
a It is a matter of satisfaction that this award recognizes the community facilities of transmission and presentation immeasurably enlarged. 
ur - 
. of effort of the staff of The New York Times, those at home as well as those Today, the American people can remain free only if they are fully and 
to : ; ; s 
: abroad, those who present and interpret and illuminate the news as well honestly informed. 
Ts . . . . 
of as those who gather it. Thus the challenge to American journalism to give the nation the facts 
ce 
Yet without false modesty or boastfulness, what the Pulitzer Committee is greater than ever before. Those who make The New York Times have 
i refers to as “supreme journalistic achievement,” The New York Times con- been trained and disciplined to meet this challenge —“to give the news impar- 
ts ; : : ’ ; ; : : ; : 3 . 
a siders its routine, everyday job. In 1918 The New York Times won the first tially, without fear or favor, regardless of any party, sect or interest involved.” 
nD 
$. 
r, 
€ 
Che New Hork Cimes 

‘* 2 & THE NEWS Te a¢*s FIT 7 © PRINT °°? 
t 
F 
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Pulitzer Prizes Won by The New York Times and Members of its Staff— The Greatest Number Won by Any Newspaper 


1941 The Times itself—special citation “for the public 1937 Anne O'Hare McCormick, for distinguished for- 1935 Arthur Krock, for distinguished correspondence, 1926 Edward M. Kingsbury, for the most distinguished 


educational value of its foreign news report, ex- eign correspondence, dispatches and special impartial and analytical coverage of Washington editorial of the year, on the Hundred Neediest 
emplified by its scope, by excellence of writing, articles from Europe. news. Cases. 
presentation, and supplementary background s : ss ro ; 92: 4 ot ; 
information, illustration, and interpretation.” 1937 William L. Laurence, for distinguished report- 1934 Frederick T. Birchall, for unbiased reporting of 1933 Alve aoe for distinguished reporting of 
1940 les f Berl ing of the Tercentenary Celebration at Harvard the news from Germany. SEE? SOU. 
Otto D. Tolischus, for articles from Berlin ex- Ins ao . aia oan ; 4 ‘ 
, oCHts, sity, shared with four other reporters. « . ; ; . = _" 
sian dha ducnenie tak aneleatialk Wail University, shared with four o porters. 1932 Walter Duranty, for dispassionate, interpretative 1918 The a sie its = — for the 
: z reporting of the news from Russia. most disinterested and meritorious public serv- 
ground of war-engaged Germany. 1936 1 sales : B ‘ ; om 
4 auren D. Lyman, for distinguished reporting— ice rendered by an American newspaper” —com- 
1938 Arthur Krock, for distinguished Washington a world beat on the departure of the Lindberghs 1930 Russel Owen, for graphic, living news dispatches plete and accurate coverage of the news of the 
correspondence. for England. from the Byrd Antarctic Expedition. World War. 
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Minn. Dealer Licensing Act Clarified; Session End; 


Wis. Strengthens 
Fair Trade Acq 
With Amendmen 


MADISON, Wis.—Gov. Hei] las 
week signed the Peters bill, whic! 
amends the 1939 unfair sales 
to prevent loss leaders by provi 
ing that “evidence of any adver. 
tisement, offer to sell, or sale ¢ 
any item of merchandise by gy. 
retailer or wholesaler at less tha: 
cost as defined in this section shy 
be prima facie evidence of inte: 
to induce the purchase of oth. 
merchandise or to unfairly diver 
trade from a competitor, or 
otherwise injure a competitor.” 


The amendment further clarifi 
the act by specifying that co: 
shall be based upon the _ invoj 
cost of the merchandise within } 
days prior to the date of sale. 


The assembly last week passe; 
bill No. 457A, designed to strength. 
en the drivers’ license regulation; 
The measure, which now goes t 
the senate for action, would pr. 
quire registration of all drivers }; 
Nov. 1 with examination of appl: 
cants for new licenses. License: 
would have to be renewed ever 
four years. 


The senate killed bill No. 167 
which would have permitted tb: 
motor vehicle department to ent: 
reciprocal interstate agreements ¢: 
truck fees. 

The assembly concurred in ;: 
senate bill providing for autom 
bile license rebates to men in th 
armed forces of the United State 
The rebate would be granted on) 
in cases where the car owne 
turned his license plates back t 
the state and would be based o: 
1/12 of the original fee for eac: 
month which the automobile wou: 
not be used by the holder of th: 
license plates. 














Registration Date Changed, _|With Del Monte Golfers . . . 
Gasoline Tax Increased 


MINNEAPOLIS. — Despite a 
record number of bills introduced 
in the recently-ended state legisla- 
ture, the Minnesota automotive 
business escaped virtually un- 
scathed, it is reported in a sum- 
mary of the 1941 session by H. M. 
Whisman, general manager, Min- 
nesota Automobile Dealers Assn. 

Most important of the measures 
passed were amendments to the 
dealer licensing act, clarifying the 
act as follows: Section 1 which 
defines an established place of 
business requires now that at that 
place of business shall be kept and 
maintained the books, records and 


Truck Tax Rates 
se e 
Drawing Fire of 
o * . * 
Virginia Carriers 

RICHMOND, Va.—Tax imposed 
on both interstate and intrastate 
common carriers operating in Vir- 
ginia has been causing consider- 
able dissatisfaction and _ contro- 
versy among carriers and has been 
the subject of recent conferences 
between Maryland and Virginia 
officials, but adjustment of the ag- 
gravating problem much await ac- 
tion by the general assembly. 

At a meeting held here, Delegate 
Charles F. Fenwick, chairman of 
a committee studying taxes on 
commercial motor vehicles, sug- 
gested abolition of the 2 percent 
gross receipts tax on highway 
common carriers as a step toward 
establishing a more equitable tax 
program, and stated he would like 
to see some other form of taxation 
substituted for the receipts levy 
because of the controversy of re- 
ciprocity among states. 

A counsel for several motor car- 
riers informed the committee that 
a client of his paid only two taxes 
in North Carolina, amounting to 
6 percent, while he had 12 in Vir- 
ginia, amounting to 7.8 percent of 
the gross receipts. s 

A member of the Virginia High- 
ways Users Assn., called for a sim- 
plification of the “patch - work 
quilt” of laws and regulations gov- 
erning the taxation of motor car- 
riers, declaring that 30 different 
taxes and approximately 10 per- 
cent of the gross income was be- 
ing imposed. 

The various and confusing phases 
of tax laws affecting the motor 
common carrier business is a pain 
in the neck to many operators, 
both intra and interstate, and in 
a desire to remedy the situation, 
the commission adjourned to July 
1, thus giving the HUA time to 
prepare data on some phases of 
the headache under discussion for 
presentation to the committee. 


Opposition Rises 
To Pa. Truck Bill 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS).— 
Defeat of the so-called “box-car” 
truck bill which would increase 
weights of trucks from 39,000 to 





















































files necessary to conduct business 
at such place; Second amendment 
provides that new car dealer, in 
addition to having a contract or 
franchise, must also have adequate 
space in the building for the dis- 
play of cars and shall also provide 
repair and_ servicing facilities; 
Third amendment permits a dealer 
to use dealer license plates for any 
purpose as a licensed dealer but 
will not permit him to use them in 
any other business in which he 
might also be engaged but which 
business is not now required to 
license. 

By another law, the registration 
date for motor vehicles has been 
changed from Jan. 1 to Oct. 1, 
beginning this fall. 

Outside of the gasoline tax, which 
was raised from 3 to 4 cents, no 
other tax measures were passed 
affecting the automotive industry. 

Of all of the bills affecting con- 
ditional sales contracts, rates of 
interest, licensing of finance com- 
panies, garnishment laws’ and 
workmen’s compensation, not a 
single law was passed that was det- 
rimental to dealer interests with 
the exception of one bill relating to 
the sale of repossessed automobiles 
where more than 50 percent of the 
contract price has been paid. The 
new law will require that, where 50 
percent of the contract price has 
been paid, it will be necessary to 
withhold this automobile from re- 
sale for a period of 30 days, and 
in that time the owner may re- 
cover and reinstate the contract 
by the payment of the amount due 
at the time the car was repos- 
sessed. 


DADA Opposes 
Bill Restricting 


Insurance Selling 


LANSING.—A bill introduced in 
the house here to ban the inclusion 
of insurance costs in an _ install- 
ment contract, is strongly opposed 
by Detroit Auto Dealers Assn. 

The measure, house bill No. 406, 
provides that “no seller shall in- 
sert any provision in a retail in- 
stallment contract by which the 
buyer authorizes the seller to pro- 
cure insurance and charge the cost 
thereof as part of the contract to 
the buyer of the motor vehicle.” 

The DADA bulletin says that no 
benefits would be derived by the 
public, but rather would work a 
hardship on all parties concerned 
since it is essential to the public, 
automobile dealers and finance 
companies to know that all their 
interests are protected at the time 
a car is driven out of the dealer’s 
showroom. 

DADA also points out that if the 
bill becomes law, sale of cars 
would be retarded and that it 
would nullify the finance act that 
has been in effect for the past two 
years. 




















































SCENES from the 23rd annual Automobile Men’s Golf Tournament, held at 
Del Monte, Calif. Here are Glen Stater, left, Northern California Hudson dis- 
tributor and president of San Francisco Motor Car Dealers Assn., and Tod 
Bates, manager of the San Francisco dealer association and manager of the 
annual tourney. 








R. I. Sets Up 
Labor Boar 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. — Anothe 
state lawmill ceased grinding with 
out passage of proposed stat 
wage-hour legislation when such‘ 
measure was allowed to die as thi 
1941 session of the Rhode Islan: 
legislature reached adjournme!: 
here May 1. 

Although rejecting the wage-hou 
proposal, the lawmakers here ga 
final approval in the closing hour 
of the session to a bill creatin: 
a state labor relations board an 
prescribing fair labor standards fc: 
workers in intrastate enterpris 
The board will consist of thre 
members, representing labor, it 
dustry and the public, to be name 
by the governor with senate af 
proval. Members will receive $25: 
day for not more than 40 day: 
service annually. The right of en 
ployes to organize and_ bargai 
collectively is affirmed, and w: 
fair labor practices defined. 


OTHERS ATTENDING the Del Monte tourney were, left to right, J. J. 
Jacobs, president of Northern California Motor Car Dealers Assn. and Cadillac- 
= dealer of Sacramento, Calif., and Don Gilmore, San Francisco Chevrolet 

ealer. 





LEFT TO RIGHT, Tom Ray, Pacific coast regional manager for Pontiac, and 
Earl Smith, Pontiac dealer in Sacramento. 
> 


Canadian Budget 


Gets Approval Of 
Motor Industry 


MONTREAL, — Representatives 








N. H. Farmers to Register 


Trucks on Flat Fee Basi: 


CONCORD, N. H.—(UTPS)- 
Hundreds of New Hampshire farm: 





N. Y. Insurance Measure 


50,000 pounds was recommended 
last week by the State Assn. of 
Railroads at a hearing before the 
senate highway committee. 

Senator John G. Snowden, chair- 
man of the committee, said that 
“amendments are being considered 
to the bill by the committee,” and 
added that another hearing will be 
held next week “when probable 
fate of the bill will be decided 
upon.” 

Snowden declared that no move 
has been made by the state high- 
way department, which opposes 
passage of the measure in its pres- 
ent form, or the Pennsylvania Mo- 
tor Federation, backing the bill, to 
effect a compromise. 


In the Hopper 


New Taxes Opposed 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — (UTPS).—A 
2 percent sales tax, a 3 percent trans- 
actions tax, and a % of 1 percent gross 
receipts tax measure on all lines of 
business have been adversely reported 
by the Florida house committee on 
taxation. 





Signed by Gov. Lehman 

ALBANY.—A bill requiring mo- 
torists involved in traffic acci- 
dents to show their financial ca- 
pacity to meet possible judgments 
against them or face mandatory 
revocation of license by the motor 
vehicle commissioner has been 
signed by Gov. Herbert H. Lehman. 

Modeled after a similar New 
Hampshire statute, the bill re- 
quires motorists involved in acci- 
dents causing death or damage of 
more than $25 .to immediately 
show their financial capacity to 
meet possible judgments against 
them and to thereafter carry liabil- 
ity insurance of $5,000 for death or 
bodily injury to one person, $10,- 
000 for death or injury to two or 
more persons, and $1,000 property 
damage. 


Mo. Reciprocity 

ST. LOUIS. — Missouri's house of 
representatives has given its approval 
to a provision in a bill which would 
exempt out-of-state trucks and buses 
from paying the fees under a reciproc- 
ity agreement, providing other states 
granted similar exemptions to Missouri 
operators. 





of the automobile industry in Can- 
ada generally accepted Canada’s 
budget provisions for 1941 as neces- 
sary for the furtherance of the 
nation’s war effort. 

Our task may be summed up 
in the words: “We've got to win 
this war and this is the bill,” said 
John D. Mansfield, president of the 
Chrysler Corp. of Canada, Ltd. 

“Any sacrifices whatever are 
worth while to win and, at the 
same time, avoid the fatal spiral 
of inflation. This budget puts 
everyone into the war with their 
dollars which is the least sacri- 
ficial way of getting into it. ... 
This is the 1941 installment on the 
bill and I think it is a good budget 
which faces the facts.” 

R. M. Sale, sales manager of 
the Ford Motor Co. of Canada, 
Ltd., said that rising war costs 
and urgent need of getting on with 
the war effort made increases in 
taxation inevitable. “The new taxes 
announced in the budget are no 
higher than anticipated,” he said. 
“The importance of achieving an 
all-out war effort cannot be over- 
emphasized.” 


THE WINNAH! Ralph Hoffman, 
Cadillac salesman for Don Lee, Oak- 
land branch, captases the annual golf 
tourney at Del Monte. Shown with 
silver table service set, first prize. 


Zenith Appoints Nance 


As Director of Sales 
CHICAGO.—E,. F. McDonald jr., 
president of Zenith Radio Corp., 
announces the appointment of J. J. 
Nance as vice-president and direc- 
tor of sales. < 
Nance has resigned his position 
as vice-president and general sales 
manager of Easy Washing Machine 
Co., Syracuse, with whom he has 
been associated since 1939, to take 
up his new duties with Zenith. 





ers will benefit from a bill passe¢ 
by the state legislature which et 
ables them to register trucks unde! 
the agricultural license law for é 
flat rate of $2, regardless of the 
type or size of vehicle. 

The new law replaces an old 
statute under which farmers wh 
converted old, high-powered plea: 
sure autos into farm vehicles were 
obliged to pay as much as $7 to 
$10 a vehicle, because a minimu” 
of t*ree mills on the manufac: 
turers price was charged. 


MacKinnon Joins Noyes 


. BOSTON. — _M. A. MacKinnon ha‘ 
joined Noyes Buick Sales Co. here 8 
retail salesman in the Boston metro: 
politan area, it is announced by Sales 
Manager G. M. Sullivan. 


Out of Hopper | 


N.H. Fair Trade Act 
CONCORD, N. H.—An_ unfair sales 
practices act, banning below-cost mer- 
chandising, has been signed here by 
Gov. Robert O. Blood. Measure be 
comes effective July 1. 
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TENSILE 


is a low alloy steel with properties 


‘|}Which are ideally suited to the exacting requirements ot the 


| iation industry. 


FABRICATION—N-A-X HIGH TENSILE can be formed 
readily, either hot or cold, with all the ease and speed of mild 
carbon steel —it goes through each phase of manufacturing 
smoothly, easily, quickly and economically. It has outstanding 
forging, machining, heat treating and carburizing properties. 
Its superior ductility permits cold drawing into intricate as 
high 


well as simple shapes. And because of its extremely 





with unusually high resistance to 
IMPACT and FATIGUE 


at both very hot and sub-zero temperatures 


for the Aviation Industry 


About 


High Tensile 





... the low alloy steel 


OES 2-7 ox y 


Cs & , 


1s ome FINE GRAIN 

MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE 
Sire Ste par 
Weak 


\TRENGE 


ductility, finished products and parts have unusually high resist- 


pcm 






tance to IMPACT and FATIGUE, at very hot or sub-zero 
temperatures. It possesses excellent welding properties and has 
good resistance to both corrosion and abrasion. 

N-A-X HIGH TENSILE has been and is being used suc- 
cessfully in hundreds of very exacting applications, such as truck 
frames, wheels, rims; bus, truck and trailer bodies; freight 
cars, street cars, and many small production line parts. 

For full information write, wire or telephone tor a Great 


Lakes engineer. 


| LIST OF PRODUCTS 


Hot Rolled Strip (down to 1 inch wide)... 
Bars... Forging Bars... Automobile Bumper Sections... 


Sheet Bars... 





Hot Rolled Strip Sheets (up to gi inches wide) .. 
Bar Mill Sections... 
Hot and Cold Rolled Sheets... Michigan Metal tor Vitreous Enameling ... 


yi inches) ... Stran-Steel Metal Framing tor Residential and Commercial Construction. 


Merchant 
Bars, Shapes, Sheets, Billets... 


Deep Drawing Quality (in all grades, widths up to 


. Spring Steel (carbon and alloy)... 


N-A-X HIGH TENSILE 


GREAT LAKES STEEL CORPORATION—DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Sales Offices in Principal Cities 


division uf 





NATIONAL STEEL CORPORATION 


haxcculice Offices, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Texas Omnibus Tax to Hit Motor Transportation 


Levy on Diesel Engine Fuel 
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War-Time Activity 


Boosted to & Cents a Gallon|\Of¢ Automotive Industry 


Special to Automotive News 

AUSTIN, Tex.—The motor trans- 
portation industry will bear a siz- 
able share of the increased tax 
burden levied by the $22,000,000 
omnibus tax bill which became law 
last week after being signed by 
Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel. 

Motor bus companies and com- 
mon carrier motor carriers operat- 
ing under certificates of conveni- 
ence and necessity from the Texas 


Safety Measures 
In N.Y. Approved 
By Gov. Lehman 


ALBANY.—Gov. Herbert H. Leh- 
man has signed three bills designed 
to promote highway safety. All 
were sponsored in the recent legis- 
lature by Assemblyman’ Rapp, 
chairman of the house committee 
on motor vehicles. 

One of the measures, effective 
July 1, empowers the motor vehicle 
commissioner to re-examine hold- 
ers of drivers’ licenses where he 
has reasonable grounds for believ- 
ing the person is no longer quali- 
fied to operate a motor vehicle. 
The commission is entitled under 
the measure to impose restrictions 
on the use of the license, suspend 
it or revoke it if the driver fails 
to pass the re-examination. 

One of the other bills signed 
into law is designed to eliminate 
entirely road signs, used for ad- 
vertising purposes, which in any 
way resemble official road mark- 
ers, directors or warnings. The new 
language permits the removal, by 
any peace officer, of any sign 
“which is intended or likely to be 
construed as giving warning to or 
directing or regulating the move- 
ment of traffic or which hides 
from view any traffic sign, signal 
or device lawfully upon or along 
a highway.” 

The other bill requires the motor 
vehicle commissioner to test ap- 
plicants for learners’ permits as to 
their ability to read English, to 
see and to meet other tests within 
the commissioner's discretion be- 
fore the learner’s permit is issued. 
These tests had been given under 
the law only to applicants for full- 
fledged drivers’ licenses and not 
for learners’ permits. 


FDR Urges Completion 


Of Pan-American Road 

WASHINGTON. — Supported 
by both President Roosevelt and 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull, 
legislation has been sent to Con- 
gress by the White House calling 
for completion of a Pan-Amer- 
ican highway from the United 
States to the Panama Canal. 

Cost of completing the project, 
already running slightly south 
of Mexico City, and of which 
other sections also have been 
constructed, is estimated at a 
maximum of $20,000,000. This 
figure represents the portion of 
the cost which would be borne 
by the United States, it being 
specified that other governments 
would provide up to one-third 
of the amount needed. 








HAILED as the largest Hudson dealer 
preneee of Downtown Motor Sales, 


Hudson, and Howard P. Grove, Pacific 


|would clear up any doubt on the 


Los 
is two-year record with George H. Pratt, left, general sales manager of 


railroad commission will have to 
pay the state’s intangible assets 
tax, which will cost them an esti- 
mated $200,000 a year. 


Another section of the bill levies 
a 2.2 percent tax on the gross 
receipts of all contract and com- 
modity carriers and motor bus 
companies, thus raising another 
$200,000 a year in new taxes. 


Motor carrier companies will pay 
a hiked tax load under a revision 
of the state’s franchise tax law 
which henceforth will levy a tax 
of $1 for each $1,000 capitalization. 
This will raise an estimated $2,350,- 
000 in new revenue, thus more than 
doubling the present tax, but there 
are no estimates as to the part 
which will be borne by motor 
transportation companies. 


A sales tax of 1 percent on auto 
transfers was levied, thus tapping 
$3,000,000 in new tax money. 


Added to the tax bill was an 
amendment taxing fuel used in 
diesel engines 8 cents per gallon, 
as compared with the 4-cent state 
gasoline tax. The purpose of the 
tax, opponents said, was to curb 
the spread of big diesel trucks 
under the state’s greatly increased 
truck load limit. 

Motor transportation companies 
will also pay their share of the 
increased taxes on oil and carbon 
black, but their share is not 
measurable. 


Change Proposed 
In Effective Date 
Of Fla. Truck Law 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—The senate 
has passed a bill (S.B. 179) spon- 
sored by Senators Drummond and 
Cooley, which would make the ef- 
fective date of the 40,000-pound 
truck law June 1, 1941. 

The law became effective Thurs- 
day, Apr. 17, when the senate over- 
rode a veto to a 1939 enactment 
by former Gov. Cone, the house 
previously having refused to sus- 
tain Cone in his decision. 

It was explained the new bill 
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tory sales (production) in the period 
present conflict. 


What Happened 
In 1914-1919? 


DETROIT. — What happened to 
the automobile business in the 
United States during the World 
War period? 

Actual registrations of new pas- 
senger cars and trucks in the U. S. 
for the 1914-1920 period are not 
available. However, with very little 
export activity, during those years, 
factory sales (production) give a 
fairly clear picture. 

From the start of the European 
conflict in 1914, up to and including 
1916, production of new cars and 
trucks in the U. S. showed steady 
gains with no apparent effect from 
events abroad. 

In 1914 there were 548,139 new 
cars and 24,900 trucks turned out. 
These totals jumped to 895,930 new 
cars and 74,000 trucks in the fol- 
lowing year, whereas, in 1916 new 
car production was almost double 
the preceding year with 1,525,578 
units while truck output advanced 
to 92,130 units. 


With entry of the U. S. into the 
World War in 1917, new car pro- 
duction remained comparatively 
steady while truck output picked 
up considerable momentum. Fig- 
ures show 1,745,792 new cars were 
turned out, a gain of a little more 
than 200,000 units over the preced- 
ing year, while truck output jumped 
from 92,130 to 128,157 units. 


With the federal government 
clamping a 30 percent curtailment 
on so-called “pleasure cars” in 
March, 1918, followed by a 50 per- 
cent cut in production in June, 
1918, up to the time of the ar- 
mistice, Nov. 11, 1918, new car pro- 
duction tumbled to 943,436 units, 
while the urgent need for Army 
vehicles almost doubled truck pro- 
duction. Truck output reached 227,- 
250 units in 1918. 


With termination of hostilities in 
Europe, new car manufacturers in 
1919 picked up right where they 
left off in 1917. New car output 
jumped to 1,651,625 units, just un- 
der the 1,745,792 units assembled in 
1917. Truck output took a slight 
drop from the preceding year with 
224,731 units. 

Peak year in the automotive in- 
dustry up to that date was realized 
in 1920, when 1,905,560 new cars 
were turned out. Truck output also 
hit a new high in 1920 with 321,789 
units. 

Factory activity in sales promo- 
tion and advertising in this period 
followed the sales index closely. A 
gradual climb was noted from 1914 
to 1916, tapering off slightly in 1917, 
a considerable drop in 1918, jump- 
ing back to normal in 1919, and 
hitting its peak in 1920. 


law’s effective date and had been 
requested by Attorney - General 
Thomas Watson. 

The senate also passed S.B. 90, 
which would fix the license tag fee 
for privately-owned vehicles haul- 
ing school children at $25 a year. 


Automobile License Tax 


Boost Proposed in Fla. 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — An in- 
crease of approximately $1,800,000 a 
year in automobile licenses has 
been approved by the house finance 
and taxation committee as a source 
of revenue for public schools. 

The committee will recommend 
to the house a license tax of $5 
for cars weighing less than 2,050 
pounds, $10 for cars between 2,050 
and 2,800; $15 between 2,800 and 
4,050; and $20 for cars above 4,050. 

The high-weight cars are now 
licensed for $15 and those between 
2,050 and 3,050 are licensed for $10. 


For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 
read George M. Slocum's ‘‘A Word in 
Edgewise.’ 





Plymouth Ups Davis 


DETROIT.—Appointment of C. H. 
Davis jr., as Plymouth regional man- 
ager for the Detroit region is an- 
nounced by Joseph E. Bayne, general 
sales manager of Plymouth. For the 


past year he has been a 
of the Plymouth factory 
as special representative 
and in Detroit in charge 
county activities. 


“Dealers Tell Me,"’ by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 
appears weekly in Automotive News. 


member 
sales staff, 
in Chicago, 
of Wayne 


in the world, Frank B. Hughes, right, 
geles, is shown above discussing 


coast sales manager for Hudson. 
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of World War I and thus far in the 


By Harry A. Williams 
Associate Editor 


Thus Far 


In Present Crisis 


DETROIT.—What has transpired 
thus far in the automotive industry 
during the present war? 


At the start of the European 
hostilities in the fall of 1939, the 
automobile industry was enjoying 
a comparatively good year after a 
sizable slump in 1938. New car 
production totaled in the U. S. and 
Canada totaled 2,975,165 in 1939 
while truck output also made a 
good rebound from 1938 with 757,- 
553 units. 

Continuing on the upgrade, 1940 
production of both cars and trucks 
combined showed a gain of close 
to a million units. Greater part of 
this increase came in the final 
quarter of the year, when the 
1941 models were announced. Ru- 
mors of production curtailment, 
price increases and additional fed- 
eral taxes created hysteria among 
the buying public and pushed sales 
of new passenger cars to an all- 
time high in the final quarter of 
1940. 

New passenger car production 
in 1940 hit 3,802,454 units while 
truck output rose to 889,884 units. 


This same condition continued to 
reign in the early months of 1941. 
All manufacturers speeded up pro- 
duction lines to meet the large 
demand of buyers. March retail 
sales of new passenger cars hit 
an all-time high, even surpassing 
the banner year of 1929. First 
quarter retail sales were slightly 
under the all-time high of 1929. 


Estimated production of new cars 
and trucks combined, from Jan. 1, 
1941, to the week ending May 3, 
1941, is 2,083,241 units. Total pro- 
duction for the year, at this rate, 
should approximate 5,000,000 units. 

Even with the 20 percent cur- 
tailment on 1942 models, 1942 prom- 
ises to be a better than ordinary 
year with total output hitting ap- 
proximately 4,000,000 units. Whether 
the present curtailment is increased 
is seen depending entirely on the 
European situation. 


To feel the pulse of the industry 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


Truckers Support Plan 


To Establish Air Stations 

CHICAGO.—Support of a pro- 
posal to construct “flight strips” 
along highways for emergency 
landing and quick servicing of 
military and commercial planes 
was given last week by the Cen- 
tral Motor Freight Assn. through 
Chester G. Moore, chairman. 


Moore is also secretary of Amer- 
ican Trucking Assns., Inc. 


The “flight strips” are in effect 
a widening of roadways for 
distances of 500 to 1,000 feet. 
Trucks could be utilized to haul 
supplies for planes landing on 
the strips, Moore stated. He de- 
clared that the plan would be 
valuable in national defense. 

“I can visualize an _ air-to- 
ground two-way radio, with sup- 
ply trucks keeping in touch with 
planes over short-wave lengths,” 
Moore said. 












LEGISLATION 


Five Motor Bills 


Await Signature 


Of N.H. Governo, 


CONCORD, N. H—(UTpg). 
Five automotive measures, intr, 
duced by the rules committee ¢! 
the house of representatives, ha, 
been given final legislative ap. 
proval by the senate and sent ;, 
Gov. Robert O. Blood for his sig. 
nature. 

They are: 

House bill 386, requiring , 
trucks and buses to display mo. 
reflectors, tail lights and clearan:. 
lights. 


HB 388, providing that the defn: 
tion of “chauffeur” shall mez 
every person employed for th 
principal purpose of operating ; 
motor vehicle and every perso 
who drives a car other than hi 
own, while in use as a public, con. 
mon or contract carrier of person: 
or property. 

HB 389 (amending existing law; 
to allow unlicensed persons t¢ 
operate a motor vehicle while k. 
ing taught to operate, when a. 
companied by a licensed chauffer 
or operator who is actually occu- 
pying the seat beside the student 

HB 391, defining the location ¢ 
automobile number plates at th 
front and rear of vehicles. 


HB 391, providing for reciproc: 
courtesies for out-of-state motor. 
ists. It states that such motorist 
pleasure cars “may be operated i 
this state without New Hampshir 
registration provided the state i 
which the vehicles are registere 
grants similar privileges to res: 
dents of this state.” 

The measure further provide 
that “a non-resident operator of: 
motor vehicle who is the holder ¢: 
a license to operate a motor ve 
hicle in the state, district or count} 
in which he resides, shall not b& 
required to obtain a license t 
operate any pleasure vehicle with 
in this state, provided he does no 
receive pay for such operation.” 


A fair trade bill, similar to other: 
defeated at previous sessions, ha 
finally been passed by the stati 
legislature and signed by Gor 
Robert O. Blood. 


The house concurred with the 
senate’s passage of the measur 
after rejecting an amendmer 
which would have fixed the max: 
mum rate for retailers at twice th 
cost of merchandise. 

e e 
License Tag Lists 

o * 

Available in Okla. 

OKLAHOMA CITY.—The hous 
of representatives has voted to lift 
in part, the veil of secrecy whic! 
has covered motor vehicle licens 
records for the past two years. 

Approved after amendment wé 
a senate bill giving individuals th 
right to obtain from the tax com: 
mission names of automobile owt 
ers on presentation of the car ta! 
number. 

However, one provision of tht 
present law which forbids use @ 
the license lists by statistical an¢ 
advertising companies, would bé 
retained. The law was passed two 
years ago after assertions that 
some companies were making 3 
“racket” out of obtaining such 
wholesale information. 

The bill passed last week was 
approved, in large part, because the 
law is so rigid lawyers cannot get 
information needed in _ accident 
cases. 


| Controversy Rises in Me. 


Over Gasoline Tax Boos! 


PORTLAND, Me.—(UTPS).—The 
senate and house here are at odds 
over a proposal to boost the gaso- 
line tax one-half cent a gallon over 
the four-cent levy already imposed. 

House approved the measure 
Apr. 8, while the senate, Apr. 14 
turned it down by a decisive vote 
of 27 to 3. On the same day the 
house, insisting on its previous ac- 
tion, voted that the bill be re- 
ferred to a committee of confer- 
ence. If the conferees fail to iron 
out differences between the two 
legislative branches the measure 
will automatically be killed. 
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YOU GET THE GOOD THINGS FIRST FROM CHRYSLER YOU GET THE GOOD THINGS FIRST FROM CHRYSLER CORPORATION 








C" is a fact of tremendous importance to the 
nation that engineering research in the auto- 
motive industry is hard at work in the interests 
of national defense. 


One of the chief reasons for this country’s 
leadership in the motor vehicle field is that en- 
gineering research has progressed faster and 
farther in the United States than in any other 
country in the world. Without that progress the 
United States could not have produced 79 mil- 
lion motor vehicles in the last 40 years and would 
not have on the nation’s highways today about 
71 per cent of the world’s passenger cars, and 
54 per cent of the world’s trucks. 


With specialized equipment, which is to a very 
great extent automotive in character, more essen- 
tial to successful national defense than ever 
before, the same ability that 
has made the United States 
preeminent in automotive 
products for civilian use will 
enable the nation to produce 
defense equipment unexcel led 
throughout the world. 


Months ago the industry 
made its part in the national 
defense effort its No. 1 job and 
that will continue to be its 
No. 1 job until the emergency 
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Engineering Research 
and National Defense 


is over. The industry has enlisted for the duration. 


And because the engineering research and the 
manufacturing technique that have given the 
motoring public in this country the finest auto- 
mobiles and trucks in the world are vitally im- 
portant to the production of defense equipment, 
it is essential that engineering research be con- 
tinued and manufacturing technique improved 
wherever possible. 


Chrysler Corporation has never been static. 
It believes in keeping progress on the march. 
Chrysler Corporation will continue its scientific 
search for basic improvements in automotive 
design and manufacture . . . The benefits of that 
search will accrue to the customers of the 
merchants who sell Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto 
and Chrysler passenger cars, Plymouth and 
Dodge commercial cars and 
Dodge trucks. 


Even more importantly in 
the present critical period, that 
continued search for better 
products and better processes 
will be enlisted in the service 
of the nation for the produc- 
tion of defense equipment 
which will be better and more 
efficient than that of any other 
country in the world. 
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Expansion Due in Ford Plant |pontiac Loses No Time . . . 


To Allow for Final Assembly 


WASHINGTON. -In a letter to | weapon available to bring about 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stim-| defeat of the Axis. 

son last week, President Roosevelt The automotive industry is ex- 
demanded that production of!|pected to play the major role in 
bombers be increased to a point|the new schedule, since those af- 
where there would be no doubt of | fected most by the 20.15 percent 
the aerial supremacy of the democ-|cut in 1942 model output, Ford, 
racies. General Motors and Chrysler, are 
The Office of Production Man-j|already, or will be, producing 
agement has been ordered to pro-|bomber parts that will be as- 

vide appropriate priority ratings to|sembled in other plants. 
clear the way for all-out produc-| In line with this, Charles E. 
tion, Roosevelt said, in ordering| Sorensen, Ford production man- 
Stimson to take whatever steps| ager, announced last week that the 
necessary to achieve maximum|war department had asked Ford 
production. | Motor Co. to undertake production 
New schedule of bomber output! of 270 Consolidated B-24 four- 
calls for a jump from 300 to ap-| motored bombers a month. Original 
proximately 500 complete units a|order called for 100 units a month. 
month, with the new ships to be As originally planned 100 of 
divided between the United States| these bombers will be assembled in 
and Great Britain. Authorities feel | other plants, the remaining 170 to 
this is the greatest offensive |be assembled in the new Ypsilanti 
(Mich.) plant now under construc- 
° e tion. This will necessitate enlarge- 
Buick Establishes ment of the new plant since initial 
plans called for parts rather than 


Advisory Service complete assembly. 


As yet no contracts have been 

signed on the new arrangement, 

For Dealer Body but an indication that this was 

‘ ' just a formality was seen in the 

FLINT.—With a view to further | JUS 

enhancing the soundness of dealer Suen tak Oe "an Sacer ae 

operations, Buick Motor division | *°*'© a e company : 

has established a nationwide ad-|Proached on a larger program two 

: :, : | weeks ago and we already are pre- 
visory service on business manage- | avtue tar this eee” 

ment for the benefit of the dealers, | Pp 8 7” er “ 

W. F. Hufstader, general sales 


manager, announced last week. ‘Synthetic Rubber 


Through the new set-up, he oe 
Buick dealers can call at any time 
for expert advice and counsel on Plant Is Opened 
all business management matters. MIDLAND, Mich.—To take care 
This service is being inaugurated | of the constantly spiraling need for 
with the appointment of dealer | 9j]-proof Thiokol synthetic rubber, 
business management counsellors | Thiokol Corp. and Dow Chemical 
in each of the Buick regional of-|Co, have opened for production a 
fices. These men, each with wide| new plant here where the main 


practical knowledge of dealer| works of the latter company are 
operations, will make available the | jocated, 
best thought, plans, and practices| The new Thiokol plant is under- 
euplye, through ears og yet | stood to have capacity of ‘more 
dition, the dealer business manager cs inate: site aie por sees 
will make periodic calls on dealers now operating and planned will 
in his territory, ae Pa turn out 6,000,000 pounds of syn- 
close, cooperation, with the, dower | thetic rubber “annals, "as com. 
: pared with an annual output o 
partments relative to all phases of |4 999 pounds during 1930, the first 
of the dealer's operation. year in which this pioneer syn- 
thetic rubber was made. 
“ 9 Because of the defense program 
Strike Cure? and the growing commercial appli- 
CHICAGO. — A reader’s cure- || cation of Thiokol, it was decided to 
all for strikes is reported in the || erect the new plant adjacent to the 
“Drovers Journal” here as fol- || Thiokol plant operating in Midland 
lows: since 1938. The new plant went into 
“Salaries and expenses of all full operation 105 days after ground 
officials of unions on strike to || “2S broken and is now operating 
stop while the strike is on, and || S¢ven days a week, 24 hours a day. 
to be resumed only when the Production capacity of the two 
strike is settled. The same to units, it is reported, exceeds 330,000 
apply to officials of companies pounds of Thiokol a month. 
in which strikes are called, at ae 
least to officials dealing with Trailers for Defense 
strike committees. And the same ELLWOOD, Ind. — National Trailer 
to apply to all federal and state | Corp. here has been awarded a con- 
























































“WELL AHEAD of schedule,” Rear Admiral W. H. P. Blandy, chief of the 
Navy ordnance bureau, told H. J. Klingler, general manager of Pontiac Motor, 
after touring the Pontiac defense plant where the Oerlikon anti-aircraft gun— 
considered the Navy’s best bet against dive bombers—is already in production. 





COMMANDER E. E. Herrman of the Navy ordnance department, sights down 
the barrel of an Oerlikon anti-aircraft gun, sometimes called an automatic 
cannon, now in production at Pontiac Motor. The 20 mm. gun is capable of 
a sustained fire of over 100 explosive shells a minute—is considered death to 
dive bombers. Behind Commander Herrman is Commander A. G. Noble, also of 
Navy ordnance. Showing the barrel is W. L. Kelly, night superintendent of the 
Pontiac defense plant. 


Output of Anti-Aircraft Guns 


Already Started by Pontiac 


PONTIAC.—With the announce-|into the Pontiac plant, he said. 
ment of a contract for manufacture} Well pleased with Pontiac's pro- 
of a large quantity of anti-aircraft | gress thus far, he assured General 
guns by Pontiac Motor, a delega-| Manager Klingler that the ma- 
tion of Navy officers headed by/chinery still on order will be de- 
Rear Admiral W. H. P. Blandy,|livered as soon as possible. 
chief of Naval ordnance, last week| “A great deal of the work is 
found machinery already in place,| being sub-contracted by Pontiac in 
sub-contracts let and the manu-/the interest of speed,” Klingler 
facture of guns already begun. said. “Every place we can get help 

The gun is the Oerlikon, some-|we are letting sub-contracts. We 
times referred to as an automatic| have retained the most difficult 
cannon. phases of the work here and the 

Admiral Blandy together with|entire gun will be assembled here.” 

Commander E. E. Herrman and! Plant 4, adjacent to the Pontiac 
labor mediators assigned to er a tar trelinn 0 ce ee Commander A. G. Noble of the| administration building, has been 
strikes in effect. With this kind || bile housing units on defense projects.|0rdnance department; George A./set aside for the defense task. Its 
of a set-up there would at least || Te contract calls for construction of | Chadwick, chief engineer of the | 325,000 square feet have been reno- 
be no long strikes.” | re 92S fee ot Wa) on ae¢| ordnance department, and John G.|vated and some remodeling is 

' plant. Painter and E. S. Chapman of the|jstill in progress, Klingler said. 

Office of Production Management|Robert H. Ahlers is defense plant 
inspected the Pontiac plant which | superintendent. 
has been set aside for defense 
work. “Dealers Tell Me,” by John O. 

Pontiac is well ahead of schedule, a “of pn Mt 
Admiral Blandy told H. J. Klingler,| appears weekly in Automotive News. 
general manager of Pontiac. 

The Oerlikon gun, Admiral 
Blandy explained, is a 20 mm. rapid 
fire anti-aircraft gun, capable of 
firing in excess of 400 explosive 
shells per minute. 

“The need for these guns is very, 
very urgent,” Admiral Blandy de- 
clared in a conversation with news- 
papermen. “Its principal use is in 
the defense of ships against dive 
bombers. 

“Its sheer fire power makes it 
extremely valuable on all types of 
vessels and we believe it to be 
the most effective gun of its size 
yet developed.” 

3ecause of the Navy's confidence 
in the Oerlikon gun, it fs under- 
stood, the Pontiac contract has 
been given a high priority rating 
and a satisfactory flow of machin- 
ery, tools and materials to the 

















EXPERIMENTAL airplane engine, developed by Ford Motor Co., was shown 
publicly for the first time when 37 British and American defense chiefs toured 
the Ford company’s Rouge plant last Tuesday. The engine, which is expected 
to develop more than 1,500 horsepower and maintain this output up to an alti- 
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Chevrolet Trucks Tim 
Given Rigorous Fi 


Army Inspection .--=- 


DETROIT.—A series of desigr motive = 
and engineering advances distin, > 
guish the new Chevrolet 14 -top 
4x4 trucks which are being Sup. 
plied to the U. S. Army. 

Because of design changes oye 
1*%2-ton Army trucks in use herp. 
tofore, the new Chevrolet equip. 
ment was subjected to rigoroy: 
tests, at both the General Moto; 
proving ground in Milford, Mich 
and by the Army at Camp Hok. 
bird, near Baltimore. Full - seq}; 
manufacture of the units was bg.| force °= 
gun only after they had _pasgei}| weeks ** 
exhaustive Army tests. order t=: 

The new units bring to the Arm} "™® “°° 
transport division latest engineer} *€e* *‘~: 
ing advances, many of which ar livery a. 
introduced in the standard produ.| "S*?_ > 
tion trucks for 1940 and 194] the Proc: 
Prime among these is the new 23;} Vacat:c 
cubic inch valve-in-head engin] peated 
which develops 93 horsepower ani} some 0+ 
192 foot pounds of torque, from} such 45 
1,000 to 1,900 revolutions per min.} whereas 
ute. of the 

For Army use, this engine js} call for 
equipped with a special deep oil pan | ti02- 
to permit negotiation of grades wy} Full c 
to 65 percent with full retention o{] dustry 
oil at both the front and rear} of some 
bearing, and maintain oil levé] Harry 
without undue raising, thereby pre} rector _c 
venting excessive oiling of th 
cylinder bores during heavy grad 
operations. AER 

Another Chevrolet engineering 
improvement is in the constructior ~ 
of the axle housing, which is of 
a one-piece, heat-treated, banjo] prrrTs 
type with inspection plate, thereby] ang var 
making the third member a] ranged 
sembly removable for servicing] sttendin 
without removing the axle from] tion anc 
the vehicle. Engine 

Front end sheet metal and brush} wijiiam 
guard construction follows a spe- Geo. | 
cial design worked out by Army Hasting 
engineers to provide _ increased Mecunsi 
ground visibility. The basic Army i. the 
design was adapted to the Chev- PS 
rolet type of stabilized front eni| Errol 
construction, by which the entire} LOFP- ¥ 
front end assembly is carried inde-| Require 
pendent of the frame side rails ‘The M 
thereby preventing road_ shocks} ™8& W! 
reaching the sheet metal and radi-| discuss 
ator assembly. ber To} 

Sree mene A. G. 

Consider GM Addition | tis Mfe 

INDIANAPOLIS. — Plans are beint| at the 
considered by General Motors Corp.| Busine: 
for construction of a new factory unit 


“a a 
at Anderson for manufacture of parts Traini 
for Allison engines, it has been learned Men ar 






























here. Mainte 
Army.” 

Bomb Is Discovered a 
In Ford Rouge Plant || Servic: 





DEARBORN. — A bomb re-| 
ported to be of sufficient force | Ower 
to demolish vital defense tools | De! 
and dies was found Friday in a| 
locker in the shower room one DET 


floor above the section of the|| til re 
tool and die building of the|| St. L 
Ford Rouge plant, where these || been ¢ 
tools are kept. Colum 

FBI agents were immediately || 4ivisic 
called and had the bomb taken|| Ment 
apart and the powder burned.|| Sales | 
Remaining parts were sent to Wa; 
FBI headquarters in Washing- || pointr 
ton, where a study will be made || Portle 
to determine its origin. in the 


tude of 32,000 feet, will be yoady 4 tests by the Army air coage next month.| Pontiac plant has resulted. en 
Its ratio of less than one pound per horsepower is lower than that of any engine Admiral Blandy’s visit was to in-| UNIVERSAL CARRIER, one of the decapi i -ehicles being 

(re C > ’. Sorense > . : Tae ’ _ 7 5 “ as - aK, O1 pitated tank-like vehicles bu 
now in use. Here Charles E. Sorensen, Ford production chief, displays a vestigate and expedite the move- produced by the automotive industry of ¢ 


eee the new Ford airplane engine to British and American defense 


by the 
chiefs a 
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suf Full cooperation from the in- 
m off dustry was promised in statements 
rear} of some of the major companies: 

leve! Harry H. Bennett. personnel di- 
Pre} rector of Ford Motor Co. said 


AERA Conclave | 


| Sets Program 


ano} PITTSBURGH. — An interesting 
and varied program has been ar-| 
ranged for members and guests | 
attending the 19th annual conven- | 
tion and show of the Automotive | 
Engine Rebuilders Assn. at the| 
William Penn hotel here May 22-24. | 
Geo. Snook, business analyst of | 
Hastings Mfg. Co., will give a) 
discussion on, “Business as Related 
hey.| 0 the Automotive Jobber.” 


eni}| Errol Gay of the Ethyl] Gasoline | 

itis | Corp. will follow with, “Fuels as 

nde-| Required by the Fleet Operator.” | 

ails | “The Market for Tractor Rebuild- 

ycks | ing,” will be brought up-to-date and | 

adi-| discussed by Hugh Moore of Job- 
ber Topics. 


A. G. Drefs of the McQuay-Nor- 

’ tis Mfg. Co. will present, “A Glance | 
eing] at the Future of the Automotive 
orp. | Business.” Col. Atwell will discuss, 
arts} lraining of Officers and Enlisted 
rnd} Men and Methods Employed in the 
Maintenance of Equipment for the 
Army.” “Small Airplanes for the 
Public After the War,” will be 
handled by A. H. Packer of Motor 


it |} Service. it really works eo © e Car 


Owens, Keyes Appointed dealers have proved that 
De Soto District Managers oa . 
DETROIT.—Cyrus C. Owens, un- it increases net profits on 


til recently sales manager for a 
St. Louis automobile dealer, has 


been appointed district manager at new car sales up to 30% Goodvear's new and exclusive Proved 
Columbia, S. C., for the De Soto . 
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division, according to an announce- -rofit Plain is loss-proof ... you can’t pos- | 

ment by J. B. Wagstaff, general 2 ; I of . : I ) I 

oe VERY car dealer is looking for a sure- _ sibly lose a dime .. . but you can increase 
Wagstaff also sone, the 7 I q 

peintment of Frank J. Keyes © -over plan... so Goodyear > ne i ‘very sale up 1%. 

Portland, Me., as district manager fire change-over p ) the net profit on every sale up to 30% 


in that city. 





developed one. 








Sounds good, doesn’t it? It és good, as 









Ford Making Castings 
For Airplane Engines 


DEARBORN.—The new $800,- 
000 magnesium alloy foundry at 
the Rouge plant of the Ford 
Motor Co. is supplying 4,000 
pounds of lightweight castings a 
month for the Pratt & Whitney 
airplane engine plant at East 
Hartford, Conn., Ford officials 
revealed last week. 


isn’t < ‘ -ame ver a desk : . al s 
It isn't a pl an dreamed out ove you can casily find out. Get information 


at the factory. It’s a plan worked out... 


from the Goodyear office nearest you, or 
developed ... refined... and perfected in 











mail the coupon below. 


GET THE COMPLETE FACTS .. . WRITE TODAY! 










automobile establishments. 


It works. It makes money. It averages 
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to the aviation industry. The g Bee profits on my Hew carsales as much as 
foundry will go into full pro- THE GREATEST NAME il IN RUBBER ‘ a 
duction of 110,000 pounds of : Za , \ ' NAME i 
castings a month when the com- . ; ; 
pany completes the new airplane | STREED 
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i build an initial order of 4,336 = Qo crry wearer ’ 
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All Classifications, However, 
Continue Above Last Year 


NEW YORK.— Manufacturers 
furnishing their monthly index fig- 
ures to Motor and Equipment 
Manufacturers Assn. report origi- 
nal equipment and _ replacement 
parts shipments for March as be- 
low February while shipments of 
accessories and service equipment 
were higher. All classifications con- 
tinue above the 1940 indices for 
the same month. 


Grand index for all branches of 
the industry in March dropped to 
210 percent of the January 1925 
base as compared with 214 percent 


License Tax Limit 


RALEIGH, N. C.—Attorney General 
Harry McMullan has ruled that no 
town may impose a license tax of 
more than $1 on a motor vehicle. He 
also held that school buses can be 
used for transportation of children 
only to the school they regularly at- 
tend and on regular school days 


OF CONTROLLING 


says Noted Tire Engineer 
about Air-Sealing Tire Valve Caps 
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MEMA Grand Index Shows Slight Decline in Mare} Aut 


for February and 164 percent for 
March, 1940. 

Shipments to vehicle manufac- 
turers for original equipment in 
March declined to 232 percent of 
the base, which compares with 244 
percent registered in February and 
174 percent for March last year. 

Replacement parts shipments to 
wholesalers for March dropped to 
168 percent of the 1925 base as 
compared to 174 percent for Feb- 
ruary. In March 1940 the index 
stood at 158 percent. 

Accessories shipments to whole- 
salers in March rose to 128 percent 
of the base index. This compares 
with 115 percent in February and 
82 percent in March, 1940. 


Service equipment shipments to 
wholesalers in March rose to 214 
percent of the base, which com- 
pares with 182 percent in February 
and 139 percent in March, 1940. 





TIRE PRESSURES” 


Mr. Lemon Greenwald 


Twenty-five of Mr. Greenwald's forty years in 
the tire industry have been devoted to special 
engineering and service work connected with 
fleet operation. He is tire consultant for Fifth 
Avenue Coach Co., New York City Omnibus 
Corp. and Chicago Motor Coach Co. 
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Seals the Tue Valve 
at the Mouth 


The metal reinforced rubber washer 


the standard cap seals the tire 


valve right at the mouth. All tire 
valves need this protection. 


Always Replace the Cap 


Sell replacements for missing 
after inflation, or repair wor 
service builds good will. 


caps and always put them back 
k. Attention to this important 


Schrader 


MiG us wat OFF 


TIRE VAL 


A. SCHRADER'’S SON 


VE CAPS 


BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 


Division of Scovill Manufacturing Company, Incorporated 










Are YOU 
Training 
Mechanics? 


Shaw Heads List 
Of 42 Eligible 
In 500-Mile Race 


INDIANAPOLIS. — A fast and 
capable field of 42 cars are eligible 
to compete in the only major auto- 
mobile race left in the world — the 
500-mile race at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway on May 30. 


The entry list officially closed 
at midnight May 1 and elimina- 
tion trials to trim the field to the 
33 fastest cars will get under way 
May 17. 

Wilbur Shaw, home-town boy and 
three-time winner is back to at- 
tempt two things no man has done 
before. First to win four Indian- 
apolis classics and second to win 
three races in a row. 


Rex Mays of Glendale, Calif., 
who finished second last year, will 
drive the same car which is en- 
tered by Bob Bowes. Mays’ car 
was designed by Louis Meyer, re- 
tired three-time winner who will 
run Mays’ pit. Ralph Hepburn, 
veteran driver, will be Mays’ run- 
ning mate behind the wheel of a 
new Bowes Seal Fast special which 
has a new motor featuring many 
new racing gadgets never before 
tested at the track. 


Mauri Rose, who finished third 
last year, will leave his defense 
work at the Allison motor plant 
for the day to drive one of two 
cars entered by Lou Moore. 


Officially entered and frantically 
attempting to secure steamship 
reservations to get here, are two 
Frenchmen who have already 
cleared their cars through the 
British blockade and need only 
preferred permission to board an 
American ship from Lisbon, Portu- 
gal. They are Rene LeBegue, who 
raced at Indianapolis last year into 
the 10th money spot and Jean Tre- 
vaux, famous French driver who 
will be making his first trip to 
America. The cars are French built 
Talbots which were completed just 
before the German invasion and 
have never been raced because of 
cancellation of major European 
automobile races. 


Kelly Petillo, 1935 winner, has 
entered his car but in all probabil- 
ity Roy Russing, hot-foot from the 
Pacific coast will do the chauffer- 
ing while Petillo completes a deal 
to drive another car. It is known 
that Kelly is eying the second car 
which the French invaders brought 
over last year and which has been 
purchased by a piston pin com- 
pany. 

The racing millionaire Joe 
Thorne, whose race car plant at 
Burbank, Calif. is engaged in mak- 
ing plane parts as a part of the 
defense program, will take a leave 
of absence to fly to Indianapolis 
to attempt to qualify his car, will 
return by plane to California to 
keep his plant in operation and 
return by air in time to partici- 
pate in the race on Decoration Day. 


Chet Miller, racing hero No. 1 
in 1939 when he drove his car 
through a guard rail to spare a 
wrecked driver who was lying 
on the track, has returned to his 
old love, the Mike Boyle racing 
team as a mate for Wilbur Shaw 
and George Connors. 





Smith and Sandberg 


Are Promoted by Olds 


LANSING.—Promotions for two 
veterans in the Oldsmobile organi- 
zation are announced by D. E. 
Ralston, general sales manager. 


Wayman A. Smith jr., Oldsmo- 
bile’s office manager and car dis- 
tributor in the Cleveland zone since 
1938, has been transferred to 
Lansing and named office budget 


manager. He succeeds Arthur Sand- d 


berg, named assistant to the di- 
visional comptroller. Smith joined 
Oldsmobile in 1929, while Sandberg 
joined Oldsmobile in 1927. 
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in Chrysler Corp.’s new $20,000,000 arsenal near Detroit. The white smoke is The ne 
from the charging 28-ton tank’s 75-millimeter field gun. A split second later,%| mobile | 
recorded by the fast-clicking camera, the smoke burst has mushroomed until it h in 
virtually obscures the onrushing mobile fortress, armament of which_ also in- other 1 
cludes a 37-millimeter cannon and full complement of machine guns. Sequence,| consume 
lower right, shows the tank (1) about to enter a deep stream, (2) barging] to sacrif 
through the water and (3) roaring up the opposite bank. Photo, top right.| so¢once 
shows tank in dramatic action, and picture, center, was snapped just after this} °° 
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San Francisco Begins Work |=" 
O U: ° al Earnir 
n Underground Parking L 
Hud 
Special to Automotive News will have a system of mechanical N 
SAN FRANCISCO.—Actual con-| ventilation which will completely 4 
struction work is now in progress| change the air on all floors every DETE 
on San Francisco’s Union Square} 10 minutes. Co. and 
Garage, first sub-surface parking| Parking rates will be kept at th] op.igia 
area in a downtown section in|minimum, required to meet operat-| g99 396 
North America. This subterranean | ing and financing requirements be- March 
structure when completed some 10|cause the prime purpose of this depreci: 
months hence will be four stories} garage is to provide parking for This 
in depth and will have a garage|the central retail district and ©] o¢ gas¢ 
capacity of 1,400 cars on aisles, all| ward off decentralization which iS} quarter 
double parking being avoided. The | affecting so many of the centra 
architect is Timothy L. Pflueger| areas in large American cities. 
of . Francisco, who designed ——_—_ dant Ye 
many of the city’s foremost build- 
ings. , Dodge Dealers Elect ——— 
The sub-surface garage as _ its Septet, on St ?. 1941 
: ° * e re £ eda 6n 
SS. Toe to be under Union ficers:. Lewis Hughes, president: Roy of 1941 
, public park in the very! R. Pierce, vice-president; William deductir 
heart of the city’s retail shopping| Steudel, secretary, and Edward De] serve fo 
area. Following the completion of | Moy. treasurer. om 
the subterranean building the level aoe 
of the park is again to be restored 
as a public resting place with flow- NEW 
ers, trees, the famous Dewey Me- yore 
morial monument, and plenty of stock, « 
benches. previou 
The size of the underground quarter 
building will be 275 feet by 415 
feet with 113,500 square feet on Hun 
each full floor and 88,500 on the ( 
top or entrance floor. The entrance 
floor is slightly less in area than LA: 
the other floors because of the stockh 
difference in height between the >\. of La 
two extreme corners of the park. nual t 
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° @ dangerous fire hazard. Write for 
Will Honor Army Of ficial facts about VENTALARM. troit. 
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Bay Gree meteer ase encurany teh || AR oe “D 
him by’ the Motor ‘Transport Indvories SCULLY SIGNAL ‘COMPANY || xrunn 
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Automotive Shares Losing Leadership on Wall Street 
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strong arms. Now one 

tually useless- the selling 

is not a question of getting rid 
the goods produced. It is entirely 


question of production 

That the industry can meet the 
demands of production put upon! 
it by the defense program is being 
demonstrated on every hand. But 


a chance to do its usual job in the 
field of private markets. So the 
automotive manufacturers are di-| 
viding their facilities between 
armaments and private goods and 
at the same time struggling with 
scores of problems arising out of 
the current situation which rapidly 
is approaching nearer to a “war| 
economy.” 

The net result is that the auto- 
mobile industry, more than any 
other industry supplying a great 
consumer market. has been asked 
to sacrifice in the interests of the 
defense and British aid program 
No doubt the other industries will | 
be asked to make heavy sacrifices | 
later, but no one can deny that} 
thus far the automobile industry | 
and its stockholders are in the} 
position of paying a price for that} 


Earnings: 
Hudson Reports 


Net for Quarter 


DETROIT. — Hudson Motor Car 
Co. and its domestic and Canadian 
subsidiaries report a net profit of 
$22,336 for the quarter ended | 
March 31, 1941, after charges for) 
depreciation, interest and _ taxes. | 

This compares with a net loss 
of $856,860 in the corresponding 
quarter of last year. 

* . . 
Yellow Truck 

PONTIAC.—Irving B. Babcock, presi- 
dent Yellow Truck & Coach Mfg. Co.. | 
announced last week, net sales of the 
company for the quarter ended March 
31, 1941 were $40,647,877. The consoli- 
dated net profit for the first. quarter 
of 1941 amounted to $2.051.474, after 
deducting provision of $400,000 for re- 
serve for contingencies and provision of 
$2,563,926 for federal income and excess 
Profits taxes. 





General Motors 
NEW YORK.—Directors of General 
Motors Corp. last week declared a 
dividend of $1 a share on the common 
stock, compared with 75 cents in the 
Previous quarter and $1 in the same 
quarter last year. 


Hund Reelected Head 
Of Reo Motors, Ince. 


LANSING.—Reo Motors, Inc., 
stockholders reelected R. E. Hund, 
of Lansing, president at their an- 
nual meeting last week and elected 
R. Frank McKim, secretary, as- 
signing him to continue also in his 
Present capacity of assistant treas- 
urer. 

McKim succeeds W. C. Woods, 
of Lansing, resigned. 

The stockholders elected four 
new directors, James Dervin, 
Joseph Shearer, Ray Potter, and 
Birney Adams, of Lansing, suc- 
ceeding the late J. W. Wilford, and 
Wood, of Lansing, Otto Seyferth, 
Muskegon, and A. L. Philip, De- 
troit. Hund, Andrew Langenbacher 
and Hugo Lundberg, also of Lan- 
sing, were reelected members of 
the board. 


“Dealers Tell Me," by John 0. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 
appears weekly in Automotive News. 
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Willing te wait until the kisuredy 
“cakswas™ can pre them from 
place to place. 

Sv the municipal covernnrent 
of Manila has decrees that the 
“calesas™ must cu to be replaced 
by moter cam In their places 
scvres of small Crosley autani- 
biles now respond when Manil- | 
ans signal for a taxi More than | 
3) Crosley car have alrea.iy 


more will soon be enroute there. 
Crosley officials have announced. | 
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Why are Oscar’s oranges fresh? 


BECAUSE THEY'RE RUSHED TO HIM 
WITH THE HELP OF THE TELETYPE 


In getting perishable foods from grower to grocer, 
speedy communication is ol prime importance, 
Phat’s why many packers, brokers and shippers 
depend on the tcletypew riter, 

Businesses of every kind depend on Bell System 
Teletypewriter Service Cyping by wire)... to 


unify scattered units... flash orders accurately 


BELL SYSTEM TELETYPEWRITER SERVICE 


between office and Lactory ..cexchange bids and 
olfers in typewritten form... to step up ctheieney 
at distant ports, 

Perhaps the speed and lypewritten aecunaey al 
this modern communication method are proving 
profitable in your business. Perhaps, too, by more 
strategic use ol added installation they can be 
made to prove even more profitable. Surely, it's 
worth investigating. Why not call a Bell System 
representative through your local 7 
telephone olfice and talk it overe 
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Automotive Exports Reach Year’s High in Marc 
ATA Is Awarded First Prize 


For Trade Assn. Achievement 





WASHINGTON.—First prize in 
the ninth annual award by Amer- 
ican Trade Assn. Executives for 
outstanding trade association 
achievement was made last week 
to American Trucking Assns. The 
award was made at a function at 
the Mayflower hotel by Under Sec- 
retary of Commerce Wayne Chat- 
field Taylor, on behalf of Secretary 
of Commerce Jesse H. Jones. 

There have been eight previous 
winners of this first prize award, 
the initial presentation being made 
to Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 

In making the announcement of 
this year’s winner, Taylor said: 

“The first prize, the bronze medal- 
lion award, has been won by Amer- 
ican Trucking Assns. It is a federa- 
tion of about 60 state and local 
associations with approximately 40,- 
000 members. The ATA was formed 
in 1933 as a merger of the Amer- 


ican Highway Freight Assn. and 
the Federated Truck Assns. of 
America. The industry represents 
all operators of motor vehicles for 
transportation of property, both 
private and for hire. In addition, 
many of the affiliated associations 
have in their membership repre- 
sentatives of concerns in allied au- 
tomotive industries, generally sup- 
pliers to those operating the 
vehicles. 

“The ATA carries on a wide pro- 
gram of helpful activities, but its 
special achievement this year was 
in the field of effectively combating 
discriminatory legislation, and the 
carrying on of a national adver- 
tising and public relations cam- 
paign which was tied up with the 
recently-awakened public interest 
in interstate trade barriers. 

“Another feature of its work was 
the carrying on of a series of 


> 
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safe-driving programs, and the 
holding of many contests to aim 
to increase the efficiency of drivers 
and to call to the attention of the 
public various advantages of this 
form of transportation under cer- 
tain circumstances.” 





New Posts Assigned 


To Dodge Field Men 
DETROIT.—Several new appoint- 
ments in the field organization of 
Dodge were announced last week. 
Cc. H. Kenney, formerly district 
manager in the Rochester district 
has been made special representa- 
tive for the Pittsburgh region. He 
is replaced in Rochester by N. E. 
Gage. H. E. Schutte, until recently 
Baltimore district manager, has 
been appointed special representa- 
tive in the Philadelphia region; the 
Baltimore post is now assigned to 
Cc. J. Webster. 

Other new assignments include 
R. D. McGiffert as Philadelphia 
district manager; E. W. Blackwood 
as Harrisburg district manager, 
and E. M. Braden as Altoona dis- 
trict manager in Philadelphia. 
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Shipments, However, Remain 


Considerably Below 1940 


WASHINGTON. — United States 
exports of automotive products 
reached a high for the year in 
March with a valuation of $32,582,- 
430, an increase of 22.5 percent over 
the February figure of $26,602,612 
and a gain of 4.5 percent compared 
with March, 1940, when shipments 
were valued at $31,158,805, accord- 
ing to the U. S. department of 
commerce. 


Passenger car exports during 
March totaled 8,660 units valued at 
$6,052,420 compared with 6,386 units 
at $4,481,963 in February and 10,736 
units valued at $6,646,187 in March, 
1940. During the month under re- 
view, the leading countries of des- 
tination were the Union of South 
Africa with 2,933 units; Mexico, 
1,097; Brazil, 1,069, and Canada, 465. 


Shipments of trucks and buses 
reached a total of 12,196 units 
valued at $11,323,373 during March 


Too few of your prospects understand the difference between 
Safety PLATE and ordinary safety glass. You'll find this story 
and the familiar L-O-F trade-mark, the ‘Mark of Quality,” 
powerful aids in selling cars. 


Libbey - Owens: Ford Hi-Test Safety Plate Glass is ground and 


highly polished to avoid distortion as you look through it. 


This clearer vision gives added seeing comfort and makes 


driving safer. 


The strong, transparent plastic bonding the two lights of plate 


glass together assures a maximum of protection. 


LIBBEY-OWENS- FORD 


HI-TEST SAFETY PLATE GLASS 


in comparison with 10,179 valueg 
at $8,879,972 in February and 15,608 
valued at $13,743,671 in March 
year ago. Leading purchasers were 
the British Empire and Egypt with 
5,802 units; China, 1,239; 
941; Mexico, 777. 

Exports of miscellaneous auto. 
motive items were valued at $15, 
206,637 during March, an improve. 
ment of about 15 percent over the 
$13,240,677 shipped in the previous 
month and a gain of 41 percent 
over the $10,768,947 trade in March, 
1940. 

During the first three months of 
1941, automotive exports were val- 


dl 
ued at $86,918,040 about 8 percent 


over shipments in the correspond- 
ing period of 1940. 


AMA Poll Reveals 
American Publie 


Depends on Cars 


DETROIT. — Various estimates 
have established the importance of 
the motor car to the American 
economy, but none has so sstrik- 
ingly demonstrated the reliance of 
the American public upon pas- 
senger car transport as a figure 
just released by the Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn. showing that 
more than 85 percent of the travel 
in this country is by motor car. 

And of the 495,000,000,000 miles 
traveled by American motorists 
last year, 55 percent, approximately 
250,000,000,000 miles, was travel on 
business, more miles than by all 
other forms of transportation com- 
bined, whether on land or in the 
air, between cities or within the 
community, on trips or merely be- 
tween home and office. 

Today, America’s 27,300,000 car 
owners—every fourth citizen—find 
it virtually impossible to differenti- 
ate between the “business” and 
“recreation” functions of their mo- 
tor cars, for the same car that 
takes the wage earner to and from 
work serves as the family’s prin- 
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cipal source of recreation during }. 


leisure time. 

“Assuming for the moment that 
55 percent of the cars sold by 
Chevrolet were used exclusively for 
business,” William E. Holler, gen- 
eral sales manager, pointed out, 
“then you would have more than 
5,000,000 privately owned passenger 
cars operating on business errands 
alone. Since, however, nearly every 
driver combines business and rec- 
reation with his car, every Chev- 
rolet owner puts many hundreds of 
business miles on his auto annually. 

“Certainly the motor car is a 
pleasant possession,” Holler said, 
“but in this mechanized age it is 
no longer a luxury—despite the 
luxuries incorporated in its design 
—the modern automobile is a daily 
necessity.” 


Murray Corp. Appoints 


Hill General Manager 
DETROIT. — Appointment of L. 
Clayton Hill to the post of vice- 
president and general manager of 
Murray Corp. of America was an- 
nounced by C. W. Avery, president 
and chairman of the board of 
directors. 

Hill is a University of Michigan 
B.S.E., who after his graduation in 
1911, acquired extensive practical 
engineering and manufacturing ex- 
perience in the automotive and 
aircraft industries. 


Reelected Fourth Time 

BUTTE, Mont.—Charles A. Haus- 
wirth, former automobile dealer, was 
elected mayor of Butte for the fourth 
consecutive term. 
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the 4th Dimen 





pirect Mail Program; 


Iprsonnel Changes 


By Pete Wemhoff 


jgram 
gpleted program for the Di- 
"ggvertising Conference, to be 
iat the 37th annual convention 
; advertising exposition, Adver- 
, Federation of America, May 
"in Hotel Statler, Boston, is 
“ced by L. Rohe Walter, ad- 
“ging manager, Flintkote Co., 
‘ce. A. will preside at the conference. 
“| B. Zimmerman, _ vice- 
“ent, Grace & Bement, Inc., 
om ‘il give a talk on “Di- 
it Mail to Dealers;” Anthony 
Gould, sales promotion man- 
et, United States News, is 
val. Jjeduled to discuss “The Gen- 
cent Iq Philosophy of Direct Adver- 
ond- Iing;” Chet Sloane, advertising 
motion manager, Parents 
sazine, will talk on “The Im- 
ytance of Direct Advertising 
alysis”; Gene Robb, Washing- 
g representative, Hearst Enter- 
ses, will talk on “The Wash- 
gton Scene.” 
fhe session on direct advertis- 
:will take place May 27. Other 
‘vention features include an ad- 
stising “town meeting” on “How 


ican Fiertising Can Serve Democracy 
trik- Fy" Paul Garrett, federation 
e Of F.4d chairman, will deliver the 
Pas- Fnote address at this May 26 
pure # ting. 

tha’ | What Is Ahead for Advertising 
ave] # the World of Tomorrow” is the 
; sic of another general session on 
jiles Jy 2%. On this occasion, Raymond 
ists Pticam, chairman of the board, 
tely pung & Rubicam, Inc., will be a 
on peaker. 

all 

ym- Rep 


the J lee T. Weston 


has been ap- 


the Fointed Detroit advertising repre- 


be- entative of the American 


maga- 
"ne, succeeding Charles E. (Bud) 


ar garey. 
nd | Weston has been associated with 
ti- Pismobile as assistant advertising 


nd Juanager for the past 12 years. 

0- 

at Hloins 

Mi tLynn D. Searcy, formerly with 


~ W.W. Ayer & Son, Inc., has joined 


8 The staff of Automotive Service as 


) ee George M. 


associate editor, 
according to 
Slo- 


r . 
cum, publisher. 


\- : cad 
; % He 
ae a new 


conduct 
type of 
photographic ac- 
tivity for the 
publication. 
Searcy came to 
Detroit in 1935 
to join the pub- 
licity department 
of the Detroit of- 
s fice of N. W. Ayer. 
‘oon after he took over the editor- 
ship of Truk-Age, a promotional 
‘ype magazine published in behalf 
of the Ford Motor Co.’s_ truck 
department, 


will 


Promoted 

Paul Miller has been named ad- 
vertising manager of Heil Co., 
Milwaukee, succeeding Harry J. 
Pugh, who has been promoted to 
sales promotion manager. 

Miller has been assistant adver- 
tising manager for several years. 


Campaign 

Newspapers again this year will 
Carry large schedules of advertis- 
Ing by Standard Oil Co. of Indiana, 
according to Wesley I. Nunn, ad- 
vertising manager. ; 

A total of 1,721 newspapers, as 
compared with 1,713 last year, 
with a combined circulation of 
approximately 14,000,000, will car- 
ry the advertising in the 13 states 
i the middlewest in which the 
company markets. This includes 
1,232 weekly papers and 489 daily 
Papers. “Red Crown 2 to 1” will 
be the theme of the Standard 
Spring and summer advertising 
campaign for gasoline. 
outdoor advertising will include 
‘4-sheet posters for gasoline and 
nhotor oil on more than 4,600 panels 
nm important highways and_ in 
arge cities, 5,000 highway ap- 
roach Signs for clean rest room 
ervice and curb signs for gasoline, 
notor oil, clean rest rooms and 
las tires at more than 23,000 



















Standard dealer service Stations. 
Farm advertising for tractor fuel 
gasoline and motor oil will appear 
in 26 farm papers with a combined 
circulation of more than 4,400,000 
while trade advertising for in- 
dustrial lubricants and candles, 
spray and other specialty products 
will appear in 50 publications with 
a combined circulation of 900,000. 
Direct mail advertising will in- 
clude promotion for gasoline, mo- 
tor oil, fuel oil, candles, spray, 
polish, Atlas tires, batteries and 
accessories; credit cards and other 
products and _ services. Sectional 
highway maps will be increased 50 
percent for 1941 to meet the 
heavier demand from motorists 
making long automobile trips. 


Elected 


In addition to Guy C. Smith, 
exec. v-p of Brooke, Smith, French 
& Dorrance who was named board 


Rely on HYATTS when 
when Improving the OLD _ 


Housing cut away to show 
essential working parts of 
SAGINAW steering gear. 
Hyatt Spherangular Roller 
Bearing applications are 
indicated by arrows. 


AGINAW’S great advance toward perfection 
in steering gears resulted in the introduction 
of the “recirculating ball” type gear with its easier, 


surer steering control; its long life and high eff- 


chairman, American Assn. of Ad- 


vertising Agencies also elected the 
following: 


B. B. Geyer, president of Geyer, 
Cornell & Newell, Inc., vice-presi- 
dent, and Wilbur Van Sant, presi- 
dent of Van Sant, Dugdale & Co., 
Inc., Baltimore, secretary. E. De- 
Witt Hill, vice-president of Mce- 
Cann-Erickson, Inc., was reelected 
treasurer. John Benson and Fred- 
erick Gamble continue as president 
and managing director, respec- 
tively. 

Named executive board mem- 
bers, in addition to Atherton 
Hobler, president, Benton & 
Bowles, were William Reydel, 
vice-president of Newell-Emmett 
Co., Inc.; Leo Burnett, president 
of Leo Burnett Co., Inc., Chicago, 
and Edward Lasker, first vice- 
president and general manager 
of Lord & Thomas, who was 
named to fill the unexpired term 
of Don Francisco. The latter is 
now serving as director of the 
communications division of the 
Office for Coordination of Com- 
mercial and Cultural Relations 
between the American Republics. 


Continuing members-at-large of 
the board are F. R. Feland, vice- 
president and treasurer of Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborne, Inc.; 
Gilbert Kinney, senior vice-presi- 
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dent and treasurer of J. Walter! Flickers 


Chester J. La- 


Thompson Co.; 
of Young & 


rouche, president 
Rubicam, Inc.; Ernest V. Alley, o 
Alley & Richards, Boston, and 
Allen L. Billingsley, president o 
Fuller & Smith & Ross, Inc., 
Cleveland. 

Board members representing re- 
gional councils were named as 
follows: D. E. Robinson, general 
manager of Federal Advertising 
Agency, Inc., New York council; 
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Indicating the important role 


f| which motion pictures have come 


to play in motorcar merchandis- 


f|ing are two recent Dodge field- 


personnel appointments. K. A. 
Ridenour, manager of the Chicago 
region, announces the appointment 
of Russel J. Haynes as “film super- 
visor” for the Chicago region. C. E. 
Sering, manager of the Cincinnati 
region, announces the “film-super- 
visor” appointment of Robert S. 


Harold Cabot, president and treas- Kniffin 


urer of Harold Cabot & Co., Inc., 
Boston, New England council; M. 
E. Goldman, of Aitken-Kynett Co., 


The function of the appointees 
will be the promotion of motion 
picture and slide film activities 


Philadelphia, Atlantic council; among Dodge-Plymouth dealers. 


John M. McDonald, treasurer of 


Buchen Co., Chicago, Central coun-| Gene Noon 


cil; William H. Horsley, president 
of Pacific National 
Agency, Seattle, Pacific council. 


Expansion 
Armstrong Cork Co. announces 


Eugene F. Noon, 38, former head 


Advertising | o¢ the sales promotion for Stude- 


baker Corp., died suddenly May 4 
in a Hammond (Ind.) hospital. Mr. 
Noon was enroute to Peru, IIl., his 
former home, when he suffered a 
severe heart attack. He joined 


expansion of the functions of the Studebaker on July 20, 1928, and 
advertising department to include] carved for some time as editor of 
all promotional activity, and the} Studebaker News, later becoming 
appointment of M. J. Warnock as| sales promotion manager. He left 


director of advertising and pro- 


Studebaker last fall and at the 


motion and E. Cameron Hawley as| time of his death was employed 
assistant director of advertising| in the sales promotion department 


and promotion. 


ciency thoroughly proved in service on passenger 
cars, trucks and buses. Hyatt is justly proud of its 


contribution to the phenomenal success of this 


original and highly practical new type steering gear. 
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of Pilot Engraving Co.,South Bend. 


Introducing the NEW or 






Here again, as in many other applications to trans- 
missions, pinions, differentials, wheels, etc. over the 
past forty years, the automotive industry has found 
that it pays to rely on Hyatt Quiet Roller Bearings. 
Hyatt Bearings Division, General Motors Sales Cor- 
poration, Harrison, New Jersey, and Detroit, Michigan. 
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Farmers’ Income Shows Gain in March|!,24 


Hits 688 Millions 
_ To Top February 
And a Year Ago 


WASHINGTON.—The U. S. bu- 
reau of agricultural economics re- 
ported last week that cash income 
from farm marketings and gov- 


























Cars of Future 
Draw Over Two 


Million Persons 


DETROIT. -According to figures 
issued by Charles L. Jacobson 
vice-president in charge of. sale 
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: Chrysler Sales  divis; : hou 
ernment payments in March of the yale ivision, ||, cars shot 
amounted to $688,000,000 compared 2,049,936 persons had seen Chrys. | ‘ont from tt 
with the revised estimate of $632,- lers two ‘cars of the future,” the |, was the 
000,000 in February, and $604,000,000 Thuncerbolt” and “Newport” jp yong +=mer 
in March last year. The marked dealers’ showrooms up to May | gays and n 
increase as compared with a year The month of April was by far | over, that 
earlier was said to have resulted the largest month in attendance | gould not b 
largely from increased _ returns that these cars have recorded. With |, sizable 1m 
from livestock and livestock prod- two “Newports” and four “Thunder. | see Auton 
ucts, but income from crops and bolts” on tour, 634,401 persons were | page 22): 
from ste gg re te od clocked in showrooms. This count ‘tn notifyi 
were slightly larger than in Marc is short of the actual figure, too, 5 perce! 
last year. because in many cases the crowds ale, ‘be 

Income from crops. increased s so ae a tien ye impossi- SPM also 
much more than seasonally from e to record a ose who passed | »actice the 
February to March because of the doors. omy in the 
larger returns from grains and Largest single day's attendance writical mat 
fruits, the bureau pointed out. In-| pay_aDELPHIA turned to stare when this collection of radiant smiles|in April was at St. Joseph, Mo. | chromite. 
come . ae 7 Seas 4 aided | popped up o- of . aw oo ——— ocgaa ses walen was ae where 15,822 passed through the | ¢en, nicke’ 
somewna uring arc y re-| replace those formerly used by a sight-seeing line. Seating passengers, the | qoors of the Cooper-Day Motor ¢ ; num. 
i : y s } 1 p ob vat yindows in addition to the ‘‘roll-top”’ ’ 0. } aluminu 
aoa eee, aa hae vcore root ‘Seotuce, Special smphiers at “each seat carry ‘the tour conductor's voice "a 10 a. _ _ 10 . ea has ee 
J . 0 every passenger. ay promises to be another big | many 0 
oa in aa aan er aeneie ta month, the more so as a Chrysler } jikelihood | 
, compared wi »UUU, 1 * “Newport” will be the pacemaker | pe permitte 
sea last year and $82,000,000 in T Tuc k F rel ght V olume for the 500-mile race at Indian- a the si 
ebruary. apolis on Memorial Day. This event | py Jan. 1, 
Cash income from farm market- O s ise in are is expected to draw a crowd of uae 
ings during the next few months Sh W R h close to 150,000 with favorable 
. © | 1942-model 
should make, it was stated, at least weather. The four “Thunderbolt' , : 
the usual seasonal increase as caravans will be continued indefi- a aan P 
consumer demand for farm prod-| WASHINGTON. — American! month was reported by carriers of, nitely until virtually the entire ee’ week 
ucts will be well maintained. The] Trucking Assns. reveal that the| “general freight.” The volume of|country has been covered. come =< 
, y , recent announcement by the U. S.| volume of revenue freight trans-| freight in this category increased esac a oh R. 
department of agriculture of its] ported by motor truck in March/| 12.2 percent over February and 40.3 oe ik ata 
| } j | \ intention to support price of hogs,| increased 12 percent over February | percent over March of the previous De Soto Announces ae 
| dairy products, poultry and eggs|and 36 percent over the volume| year. N . | aoe ~ deiahoms ' 
assures farmers of somewhat) carried in March, 1940. Comparable! Transporters of petroleum prod- orthwest * etup f alumin 
Wk art higher prices for these products| reports were received by ATA from | ucts, accounting for almost 9 per-  Tterials th: 
j than have prevailed in recent} 206 motor carriers in 38 states. cent of the total tonnage reported, SEATTLE.—In one of the year's mobile m: 
J ] a months and will tend to encourage The reporting carriers trans-| showed an increase of 8.2 percent major automotive transactions in aide 2 
5 ; increased supplies. ported an aggregate of 1,415,127| in March, as compared with Febru-| the Northwest, the new firm of | action 
h iene ties: Oe —_ in — as — aunees ary, and an increase of 26.1 percent an aaiatnen = Seen high pro 
dl ons in ebruary, an 040,175 | over March, 1940. Movement of new : : to tr 
ae Jo nson to ANGLE | tons in March, 1940. bil : Automotive Service, Inc., were ap- | {ue to 
iH (: | | I ‘Il . . ; The ATA index figure, computed gee many vanes a ‘the total pointed here last week as De Soto- ee 
Wi ys In So. Cali «| on the basis of the average monthly | tonnage, increased 13.1 percent a direct dealers, according Whil 
LOS ANGELES. — August John- tonnage of the reporting carriers | over February and 27.4 percent to - G. Peed, vice-president of : hile 
) Pa ae for the three-year period 1938-1940| over March, 1940. De Soto. ; _ |ficials co 
' | son, former executive vice-president | as representing 100, stood at 138.90 Seaboard Motors, which will roach 
of Graham-Paige, will take over|for March. The index figure for ‘ serve uptown Seattle and also dis- | (notably 
the Los Angeles! February was 127.09. eu Soap Box Derby Entries tribute De Sotos and Plymouths to | should b 
eee 8 dealership for) Slightly more than 76 percent of} Include Over 100 in °4.] | Western Washington dealers out-|tion), s 
; | ) me Os Willys. E. G.Jall the freight transported in the . side the city, is headed by Clyde | compani 
y | | 1 | | | Davies, one of the DETROIT. — Extension of the| Johnson, who for the last 10 years | for a ba 
: oldest of Willys national Soap Box Derby program|has been De Soto direct dealer at | allotted 
; distributors in Studebaker Seeks Sas ee ee Boise, Idaho. Johnson announced | tailment 
ifor- articipation | ¢ ye i y i definite 
| | | ( K ' fs aera nett * a Leadin Salesm en than ever before in the history of am 2 is Uae ane can pon believed 
ee from the auto- g the juvenile sports classic, noW | moting Dick Smith, sales manager | lotted to 
mobile business} SOUTH BEND.—C. S. Fletcher, Ry —, year, is indicated for| of the predecessor company, to the | then to 
and will go into|Studebaker sales manager, has an- Pay the pe gp centage that/ post of general manager of the | the are: 
ts the finance busi-|nounced the organization of a|pcary # Scone O° new cities will! new concern. lotting t 
; 7h ness. “Toppers’ Club” for leading sales- oost ao total number of local] The transaction also marked the | most in 
{ ] KY i 4 August Johnson W. A. MacDon-|men of Studebaker cars and a is summer to more than|/entry into the automobile selling | sever: 
Ah " ald, newly ap-|trucks. E field of Commercial Automotive 
\ | pointed assistant to the president “We are out to find the 50 lead- First Soap Box Derby ever held | Service, Inc., which, since 1919, has | -————— 
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in charge of the Pacific coast, an- 


ing retail salesmen of Studebaker 


in Alaska will be staged this sum- 





grown to be one of the country’s 

































nounced that the policy of market-|Champions, Commanders, Presi-|™er at Juneau, where 115 boys|largest tire sales and service or- Ho 
| F; ing the company’s Willys Americar} dents, commercial cars and already have signified to the Daily | ganizations. : 
lt to a Southern California distribu-|trucks,” said Fletcher. “The 50|4/aska Empire, co-sponsoring news-| Officers of Commercial Automo- Wi 
\ , P tor was being discontinued and| Studebaker men throughout the| Paper, that they intend to take/tive Service, Inc., are A. A. Gray. 
: he | hereafter all Willys dealers in that| nation who establish the best sales part. Other derby centers include | president; Frank L. Hawkins, vice- Fo 
, 7IKN | territory will buy their cars direct|records between May 1 and Sept. | Stockton, Calif.; Glenwood Springs, | president and general manager and New 
AL! ; \ from the Los Angeles factory. 30 will be brevetted with the in- Colo. ; Great Falls, Mont.; Greeley,| William M. Conroy and John J. ous 
| | “We believe that this funda-|signia of the Toppers’ Club.” Colo. ; Salt Lake City; Charlottes- | Clarke, vice-presidents. Frank Car- pern 
mental change in our policy,” said| The Studebaker sales manager ville, Va.; Anderson, S. C.; Wil-|penter is the company’s De Soto ing | 
MacDonald, “will enable us to| pointed out that the prime purpose |/iamsport, Pa., and Ashland, O. sales manager. on ¢ 
bd achieve our basis objective which|of the competition is to establish i ————— of F 
is to provide fine transportation|the identity of the top producers Mot 
for the American public at the} and then bring them to South Bend cent 
lowest possible cost. In order to|in a body where they will be in- Nas 
do this we have found it necessary ee and =, Sh ‘ ~ 
s j our system of distri-| tively with a view to ascertaining ruc 
ae - just what makes them tick at top i ip my cars 
ae tempo. e 

ei a ok “These findings will be valuable via Lake Lines Plyn 

2,600 Drivers in Mass. to Studebaker men the country Vil e Ded 
Lose License in March over,” added Fletcher. “However, eee save time Chr: 
ee " the reward for these men will be De ¢ 
BOSTON.—“It is a disgrace to] by no means entirely clinical. When and money too i Ch 
Massachusetts that it was neces-|the contest is over and the points , F r 
sary for our state registry of mo-| counted, the 50 Toppers will come Mer 
tor vehicles to suspend or revoke|to South Bend by train or plane | Linc 
more than 2,600 licenses in March,|as guests of Studebaker. Hotel | F For 
| and that up to Apr. 1, 10,645 li-| accommodations and meals will be THED &C AUTOMOBILE FLEET offers you the most efficient ne 
| censes were suspended or revoked,” |on the factory. We are planning a means ever devised for moving cars from factory to showroom. B : 
public works commissioner Herman | gala time for the men. Our order For forty years D & C has served automobile owners, dealers, and om 
A. MacDonald said in a talk last} for 50 ringside seats to the Illinois- manufacturers—and for every one of those forty years thousands Old 

week. Notre Dame game has already been of dollars have been saved to individuals and to businesses. Now, C: 
TH ERMO TAT The opening of two big Army | placed. In addition to the round of with, defense activity on the increase, D & C handling and storage | - 


accommodations have been expanded in order to give you every 
guaranty of care and dispatch. 


“Ship by ship and Save” 


camps in Massachusetts, north and; entertainment, each Topper will 
south of Boston, has created a|/receive an additional cash reim- 
serious problem. Already several|bursement reckoned on a per unit 
soldiers and a number of civilians | sold basis.” 

have been killed in accidents near 


sb 






Bama SYLPHON ae) the camps. The Army officers do AEA Fall Meeting cas a . 
; se pe ge - take at ae the ee DETROIT.—Manufacturing and Dis- —_> ec \ 
ege of soldiers using their private ‘tribution divisions of the Automotive 
Ge GEA Gs TEN Ne cars, so have requested that no etre Aven. aa hold shetr enavel | LAKE LINES yy, 
Say ‘ - e > > ee a rhe £& sep 2s-O)cTt, é e | ‘ . 
draftee drive a car after he has) pagewater Gulf hotel, Edgewater Park, | Z 
been drinking. ies NINE mee 















d d t s * 
0 Th ependents Get 18 ( as Price Curb 
DNs (Continued from Page 1) Due Seon 
Sures e chief and Marriner S.; di wats age aoe 
si &, pei oma ‘a feet S.| dicated that, ae to general ae ae 
a es air nae aaa. ederal Re-| belief, the industry will be faced 
ision, | °° poe > 5 a 35 tax/ with a big task in selling its 1942 
h n gn cars should be raised to 25 per-| models, what wit} higher taxes 
wTYS | ont from the present 3*: percent.| prices and the fact tha a 
° the tt was the consensus of opinion] (some estim ate 30 perce aay 
nT among members of the House fall's market has been sold this 
AY ways and means committee. how- | spring. canara 
y far | ver, that such a drastic boost ; 
lance | vould not be forthcoming although As pointed out several weeks 
With |; sizable increase is in the cards.| 980, the 20.15 percent curtailm 
ider. | gee Automotive Washington on| ‘Permitting 4.224.152 units? 
Were | nage 22). will place 1942-model year well 
Ount | mn notifying car makers of the oa sone oo ee ind 
too 915 percent curtailment on 1942 5 ae a Coo ee a 
wis siis, beginning Aug. 1. ti average vear of around 3.40.0% 
ossi. | A ae - 1€/ units. It is to be noted. however 
0PM also asked the industry to that 
Ssed | ractice the greatest possible econ- the daamnaie ; aeetied Se eae 
my in the use of the following| line and not to a cor penal m ‘Also 
Me critical materials: Neoprene. nickel, | jt is noteworthy ‘that tne OPH reat 
0. |chromite, magnesium, ferrotung-|some heed of the plea of truck 
the | sten, nickel-steel, zinc. copper and| operators. who contended that a 
Co. J aluminum. The industry already|20 percent reduction in all truck that the n 
- [has worked out substitutions for Se — 
big |many of these materials, with the 
sler | jikelihood that normal output will 
Ker | be permitted through the early fall 
an- and the situation becoming acute 
ent | by Jan. 1, 1942. 
- Concern over the possibility that 
It" 142-model output, even under the 
afi. curtailed program, may be diffi- | 
ire cult, Was expressed to stockholders | 
lat week by K. T. Keller, presi-| 
dent of Chrysler Corp., and also 
by A. R. Glancy, former president 
*§ of Oakland ‘now Pontiac) and 
now chief of the OPM’s ordnance 
p division, who said “It will be lack | 
of aluminum, zine and other ma- | 
r's | terials that is going to hurt auto-| 
in | Mobile manufacturers making 1942'| 
of | Models, more than the 20 percent 
r. | eduction in the present abnormal | 
al | high production. Labor shortages. 
D- due to transfer of men to defense 
». | Projects, also may make further) 
g | curtailment necessary.” 
of | While OPM and automotive of- 
ficials continued to work on some | 
ll | details of the curtailment program | 
- | (notably whether Army trucks 
0 should be included in the reduc- 
- |tion), sales officials of various, 
€ {companies furthered their study 
$s |for a basis on which cars will be 
t | allotted to dealers under the cur- 
1 }tailment setup. While nothing 








definite has been arrived at, it is 
believed that cars first will be al- 
lotted to regions, then to zones and | 
then to districts, with the heads of | 
the areas given the task of al-| 
lotting the vehicles to those dealers 
most in need, etc. 


Several authoritative sources in- | 
| 


How Cut 
Will Work 


Following are AUTOMOTIVE 
News estimates of what vari- 
ous vehicle makers will be 
permitted to manufacture dur- 
ing the 1942-model year, based 
on a 21.5 percent curtailment 
of Ford, Chrysler and General 
Motors corporations, 15 per- 
cent for Studebaker, Hudson, 
Nash and Packard, 5 percent 
for Willys and 10 percent for 
truck makers: 

"41 Model 


Output 
Estimate 


555,000 
320,000 
132,300 
De Soto 88,000 
Chrysler Total 1,095,300 
Ford? 903,215 
Mercury 113,782 
Lincoln 23,228 
Ford Total. .. . 1,040,225 
Chevrolet? 1,410,000 
Buick 360,000 
Pontiac 330,000 
Oldsmobile 270,000 
Cadillac 17,900 
GM Total ... .2,387,900 

Studebaker? 131,000 
Hudsont 96,000 
Nash 88,000 
75,047 
26,500 


"42 Model 
Output 
Estimate 


435,675 
251,200 
103,856 
69,080 
$59,811 
709,024 
89,319 
18,294 
816,687 
1,106,850 
282,600 
259,050 
211,950 
14,052 
1,874,502 
111,350 
81,600 
74,800 
63,790 
25,175 
Miscellaneous? 350,000 321,787 
TOTALS. . . .5,289,972 4,224,152 


7Includes trucks. N.B.—Reductions 
apply to each line and not to a 
corporation. 


Plymouth?t 
Dodge? 
Chrysler 





















lL. 8. Parts to Be Cut 
20> in Canadian Cars 
OTTAW A—As ao means af 


saving foreign exchange. Cana- 
dian car makers wer onlered 









Friday by the Munitions and 
Supply department to use N 






pervent less of U. S-made parts 
in cars for the period Apr. 1 to 
Dec. $1. Trucks and commervial 
anits are not affected. 

This was taken to mean that 
Canadian makers will not neces- 
sari,’ have to reduce production 
by 20 percent. since dominion 
Mficials suggested that “econ- 
amy” cars might be substituted 
for the more luxurious models 
aow offered. 
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OPACS is said to feel that 

is no justification for price 
fises NeXt Year because of the 
proftadle levels at which the in- 
lustry now is operating and the 
act that manufacturing costs 
hould be reduced by use of subd- 


by defense 


nevessitatead 


There is a possibility that con- 


sumer emit may be curtailed Dy 
limiting financing contracts to one 


year. Also used car prices are be- 


ing Watched 


viewpuint 


Fyr o. motive 
. Slvum's “A Wont tn 





Why the Pontiac Franchise is a natural 
for the Small Town dealer too 


And topping it all off, Pontiac dealers are the only dealers 
who can offer their customers an Fight in any model for only 
— SSF 


The day when the automobile dealer in a small town had to 
have a lowest-priced line in order to show a satistactory profit 
has definitely passed. 

Take Pontiac dealers for example: With both the De Luxe 
and Streamliner “Torpedo” series, the Pontiac dealer in a small 
town has available not one but fue lines of cars that are defi- 
nitely attractive to lowest-priced car owners. 

Pontiac’s De Luxe series offers the lowest-priced car owner 
an opportunity to get a ig car for such a very few dollars more 
than his present car, that owners say they hardly notice the 
difference in their monthly payments! What's more, these 
owners say Pontiac is actually costing them no more to own 
and operate than their former lowest- priced cars! 

In the Streamliner, Pontiac dealers have a body style that is 
‘hit ’ of the year. And Pontiac dealers are in the tor- 


the ‘ 


car’ 


tunate position of being able to offer this style to lowest-priced 
car owners at the world's lowest price—in fact just a very few 
dollars more than Pontiac's low-priced De Luxe models! 


Poliliac 


THE FINE CAR 
WITH THE LOW PRICE 








IT’S ANOTHER PROFITABLE YEAR jo PONTIAC DEALERS 


$25 more than a Six! 





If you should have any occasion to doubt the tremendous 
appeal that Pontiac has among lowest-priced car owners, all 
we ask is that you see for yourself how many lowest-priced car 
owners—in any town, small or large —have changed to Pontiac 


since January Ist. 


When you check these figures—and we know they will 
amaze you—then you'll understand why we say the Pontiac 
franchise is a natural for the small town dealer, too! 


Fac ho 


ment 
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By A. H. Allen 


EXTENSION of 1941-model runs 
into the latter part of July being 
a certainty at the present writing, 


motor plants have had to issue 
supplementary buys for parts and 
materials beyond original sched- 
ules. Peculiar thing about some of 
these purchases was that they 
came after the first buys for 1942 
models. Naturally they were all 
marked rush and at the moment 
follow-up departments are busy 
trying to keep material moving 
into plants. ‘ 

In some cases it will be neces- 
sary to borrow a part of the 
early 1942 model material for 
use in extending the run on 1941 
models. This is entirely feasible 
on parts which are unchanged in 
a and on materials such as 
steel. 


* * 


Prolonging the 1941-model run 
should cause no inconvenience to 
plans for staffing new defense 
plants from present working forces 
in automotive plants. The defense 
projects will not reach the full 
production stage until fall or early 
winter, and should the 1941 models 
have been shut off when first con- 
templated, some men might have 
been temporarily without work. 

* *x* * 


Magnesium Output 
Is Under Way 


TRANSFER of men to defense 
work usually is accomplished by 
taking a small group of men, 
thoroughly schooling them as a 
nucleus supervisory force for the 
thousands which will eventually 
come on the job. In the Ford mag- 
nesium foundry, for example, about 
50 men currently are producing 
castings at a rate of 4,000 pounds 
a month. Eventually, the plant will 
employ about 750 and will be mak- 
ing 110,000 pounds a month. Equip- 
ment is still going into the plant, 
and present production is being 
shipped to Pratt & Whitney. 

* * * 


* 


Much the same situation is 
true with regard to equipment 
in the defense plants. Obviously 
impossible to get delivery on all 
machines required in these huge 
plants, the practice usually is to 
assemble a “working unit,” com- 
prising a group of machines 
which will carry out in a skele- 


YOU DEPEND ON 
THE AIRLINES 


for speed 
— 








and the airlines 
depend on 
Postal Telegraph 


@ Speed plus de- 
pendable service! 
That's why—"‘It Pays 
To Fly!’ And for 
these same reasons, 
all major airlines — 
like many of Amer- 
ica’s greatest business 
firms —have found 
—it paystouse 
Postal Telegraph. 

You too can enjoy 
this same s y, de- 
pendable telegraph 
service—at low cost 
—at any Postal Tele- 
graph office. Or — 










Phone* 


Telegraph 
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me ie 
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ton way the operations which 
eventually will be on a produc- 
tion basis. As this working unit 
is brought into operation, it is 
extended and amplified into many 
such units and finally, months 
afterward, the full complement 
of equipment can be brought into 
operation. 


V-8 Engine Test 
Shows Aptness 
For Tank Use 


DETROIT. With an eye on 
possible conversion to tank use, 
Cadillac engineers have completed 
laboratory experiments in which a 
V-8 passenger car engine was tilted 
to 35 degrees. 

“The performance of the engine 
under such circumstances was a 
revelation to ourselves,” said Ed- 
ward Haigh, chief motor engineer. 
“At the maximum angle, which 
would represent a 67 percent high- 
way grade, we found only a slight 





























* * 
Die casters, still 


reduction in the normal production 
attempting | of 150 horsepower.” 
valiantly to cope with increasing The engine, linked to a dyna- 
demands from the motor industry,|mometer, was first tilted sideways 
are receiving each month only 53] to 25 degrees. It continued to func- 
percent of the zinc poundage re-|tion without misfiring. Then, in- 
ceived last year, a 47 percent re-|stead of gradually increasing the 
duction having been put into ef-| angle, engineers decided on an “all- 
fect to release electrolytic zinc] out” test. The engine was rigged 
needed in brass for cartridge cases|for 35 degrees. Again engineers 
and other defense requirements. were rewarded by a consistent flow 
* * * of power. Similar angles were then 


° Cua® applied lengthwise. 
Bright Finish “I do not mean to say that the 
Gets Test experiment simply involved tilting 


of the engine,’ explained Haigh. 
“There were, of course, changes in 
the carburetor float and seals to 
prevent leakage. 

“At the same time it was obvi- 
ously necessary to lower the oil 
pump and to install a deeper oil 
pan. But these could not be con- 
sidered fundamental changes.” 


Labor 


TESTING of bright finishes on 
motor cars for their ability to 
withstand corrosion is best ob- 
tained by the salt spray method. 
All chromium plated parts used on 
Pontiac cars, for example, are sub- 
jected to a 24-hour immersion in 
a spray of cold water containing a 
15 percent solution. Should any 
evidence of rust show up on a 
bumper, grille, handle or other 
bright finished part for — 
use, that part is rejected. Ability 
of chromium plate to withstand (Continued from Page 1) 
the salt attack is not dependent} Other developments in the labor 
upon its thickness, which is of the| picture last week were these: 
order of only 10-20 millionths of an} Notice of intent to strike at Hud- 
inch. Smoothness and freedom|son was filed by the UAW-CIO 
from cracks are essential, which in| with the state labor board last 
turn throws the burden of support| week. Negotiations to settle the 


upon the layers of electroplating 
under the chromium—copper and 
nickel. 

Despite the best salt spray 
test, chromium plating will tar- 
nish, pit and otherwise deterior- 
ate to varying degrees. While a 
plate probably could be devised 
which would not show these de- 
fects, it would be neither eco- 
nomical nor practical. As in most 
accelerated tests of this type, it 
is impossible to duplicate service 
conditions. The best that can be 
done is to simulate them and to 
speed them up. 

* * * 

Should the shortage of nickel 
eventually mean abandonment of 
chromium plating altogether, one 
alternative may be to use one of 
the new types of electrolytic color 
plating, or “pattern plating” which 
involves deposition of thin layers 
of copper oxide on metals to pro- 
duce unusual color and pattern ef- 
fects. The only difficulty is that 
such finishes are not particularly 
weather-worthy and might not be 
too suitable for exterior applica- 
tions. It has been suggested that 
chromium be electroplated directly 
over copper, dispensing with nickel 
altogether. Research experts, how- 
ever, strongly advise against this, 
pointing out that without nickel it 
is necessary to build up chromium 
deposits to many times their pres- 
ent thickness and even then brittle- 
ness and cracking are liable to de- 


velop. 
* 


May Narrow 
Specifications 

RECENT issuance by the Ameri- 
ean Iron & Steel Institute of its 
standardized listing of 76 alloy 
steels should accomplish much in 
narrowing down steel specifications 
within reasonable limits. Out of 
the thousands of different alloy 
steels which are being specified, 
many of them in automobiles and 
trucks, the Institute’s technical 
committee evolved the new list 
which is intended to cover nearly 
all requirements. 

+ 


* * 


* # 


A new numbering system also 


was announced to supersede the 
conventional SAE numbering sys- 


tem for steels which is used 
widely in industry. The three 
large motor companies have 


their own steel specification sys- 
tem. General Motors follows the 
SAE list closely; Chrysler uses 
its own MS (Materials Standard) 
numbering, while Ford uses only 
letters or combinations of letters. 
























controversy were started. Chief 
union demand is a 15-cent-an-hour 
wage increase. Hudson has defense 
orders totaling approximately $35,- 
000,000. 

Tentative agreement reached in 
the Ex-Cell-O Corp. dispute failed 
to be ratified by the union mem- 
bership and a strike was called 
early in the week. With no head- 
way made by local mediators, the 
dispute was turned over to the 
NDMB, since this plant is vitally 
important to the national defense 
program. 

Allis-Chalmers was again hit by 
a strike last week at its Laporte 
(Ind.) plant. The 950 employes of 
the plant are demanding union se- 
curity, wage increases, @TRi a more 
substantial contract. 

A strike at the Packard Electric 
division of GM at Warren, O., 
reached a tentative agreement last 
week. No terms were announced. 

In the secret negotiations of the 
GM corporation at Washington, it 
was apparent, with so much at 
stake by all concerned, that some 
settlement would be reached. 

With union leaders leaving the 
capitol Friday night to meet with 
local presidents of the union in 
GM plants to report on the situa- 
tion, negotiations were being 
stepped up by the board to bring 
about a settlement before their de- 
parture. The CIO needs some kind 
of a victory to bring back to De- 
troit to strengthen their position in 
the coming election at the Ford 
Motor Co. 

The NLRB election at Ford will 
be the largest in history since the 
Rouge plant, with its more than 
80,000 employes, is the largest unit 
of its kind in the country. This 
election is also seen as eliminating 
the last non-union shop in the 
automobile industry, since previous 
NLRB elections show that in very 
few cases workers have voted for 
“no union.” 





New Lube Barrel Pumps 
Announced by Alemite 


CHICAGO.—New and highly ef- 
ficient lubrication barrel pumps 
especially designed for heavy duty 
usage by contractors, and in fleet 
garages and motor bus mainte- 
nance shops, has been announced 
by the Alemite division, Stewart- 
Warner Corp. 

All the Alemite heavy duty 
volume pumps are equipped with 
an additional feature—the dyna- 
matic primer—enabling pumps to 
handle heavy fibrous lubricants 
with ease. 


Plastics Not a Cure-All, 
DuPont Official Explains 


WILMINGTON, Del. — Use of 
plastics in the national defense 
program, and in industry generally, 
is increasing to a large degree, 
but the public should understand 
that there are limits to which 
plastics may go in replacing metals 
and other scarce materials, it was 
declared last week by L. B. Gillie 
of the Du Pont Co.’s plastics de- 
partment at a meeting held in 
Washington of the Associated Ma- 
chine Tol Dealers of America. 


“Plastics have replaced in many 
instances such basic materials as 
wood and metal,” he said. “But, 
in almost every case the reason 
for their use up to now has been 
not a shortage of other materials 
— but the result of a human desire 
to give to everyday products one 
or more of these advantages: new 
color, new beauty, lighter weight, 
greater durability, greater economy. 


“Now that the need for metals 
is so great, plastics will be more 
largely used in the fields where 
they can suit the purpose, releasing 
the scarce materials for defense 
purposes.” 

Popular attention centered on 
plastics today, together with cur- 
rent prophecies of their future, 
“sometimes verging on the fan- 
tastic,” is largely the outgrowth of 
new and spectacular developments 
which have been crowded into a 
very brief span of years, said 
Gillie. 

“At least 13 types of plastics are 
now on the market. New types 
have been introduced at the rate of 
about one every year for the past 
10 years—as contrasted to the 
pre-1929 rate of about one every 
20 years. 

“New manufacturing methods 
have lowered costs. While no accu- 
rate figures are available, it is esti- 
mated that more than 160,000,000 
pounds of plastic materials are now 
being produced annually. That is 
well over a pound of plastics for 


ASTM Preparing 
For 44th Meeting 


PHILADELPHIA —Some 17 
separate technical sessions are be- 
ing scheduled for the 44th annual 
meeting of the American Society 
for Testing Materials to be held at 
the Palmer House, Chicago, during 
the week beginning June 23 and 
extending through Friday, June 27. 
This number of sessions is neces- 
sary for the presentation of the 
100 technical papers and reports 
and to provide time for discussion. 


Sixth exhibit of testing appara- 
tus and related equipment will be 
in progress; the society sponsors 
these exhibits, every two years, at 
its annual meetings. There is also 
being sponsored the fourth ASTM 
photographic exhibit on the gen- 
eral theme “Materials, Testing and 
Research.” 





Separate sessions of the meeting | MAY 
will be devoted to such topics as | 22-23—Detroit (Statler). American Bat- 


iron, ferro-alloys; water, which in- 
clude a symposium on problems 
and practice in determining steam 
purity by conductivity methods; 
non-ferrous metals (two sessions); 
cementitious and building mate- 
rials; steel, effect of temperature; 
fatigue of metals, corrosion; plas- 
tics and concrete and concrete ag- 
gregates. Also being developed is a 
joint session with the Western So- 
ciety of Engineers dealing with 
three topics of specific local in- 
terest, namely, water supply, sew- 
age disposal and sanitary condi- 
tions, and may involve some dis- 
cussion of materials and problems 
in connection with the Chicago 
subway. 





Premiums with Gasoline 


Purchases OK’d in Ga. 


; ATLANTA, Ga.—The right of fill- 
ing stations to give away premiums 
with purchases of gasoline has been 
upheld by the Georgia supreme 
court. 

; Charles C. Moon sought to en- 
join Grady Clark, Spur Distribut- 
ing Co., and Time Service Stations, 


Inc., charging they gave away 
dishes, : pots, pans, aluminum | 
ware, silverware, coupons and 


profit - sharing certificates” 
purchases of specific 
gasoline. 


with 
amounts 7 







propt 
We 


every man, woman and child jn 
the country,” he said. 

As yet no universal plastic €Xists 
Gillie declared. No single plastic 
possesses all the properties desir. 
able in a plastic, just as no single 
metal or alloy possesses al] the 
properties desirable in a metal. 


Tracing the growth of Plastic 


‘fNERAL 
evrolet’ 







applications in various industries Buick .-- 
Gillie said the automobile industry Pontiac 
which has employed plastics sing ldsmobil 
its early history, has in recep Cedillec 
years rapidly expanded the utiliza, |(ARYSLE 
tion of these materials until jt j, | Plymouth 
now the industry's largest single Dodget 
dollar outlet. Chrysler 
Ee eect as ie De Soto 
° fORD .. 
Defense Subjects _ [rr - 
T F ‘ one 
« > coin 
o Feature SAE | ust, 
Sunamer Conclave |“ Soxi 
NEW YORK.—Coming from aj) |PACKARD 
parts of the United States, engi. WILLYSt 
neers participating in the summer | Miscellane: 
meeting of the Society of Automo.- 
tive Engineers, White Sulphur TOTAL‘ 
Springs, W. Va., June 1-6, will con. | *Revised 
centrate on aspects of their work |Henney, A 
vital to national defense; consider | {nternatio 
alternates for priorities-tagged ma. | ——— 
terials; continue their war against 
accidents and discuss latest de- Neu 
velopments in aircraft engines, |* 
fuels and lubricants, diesel engines, 
and motor-vehicle engineering. Z 
A feature of this six-day meeting 
will be Dr. Robert E. Wilson’s pre- 
sentation, “Petroleum and the | DETRO 
War,” said John A. C. Warner, | registratic 
general manager of the society, in | ceed by 1 
announcing a tentative program. jhighest P 
Dr. Wilson, who is consultant to | tire histo 
the office of production manage- | dustry, R 


ment, petroleum unit, and _presi- 
dent of Pan American Petroleum 





& Transport Co., will evaluate 
America’s status and that of the 
belligerent countries as to supply 
of this product which is so vital in 
the waging of mechanized warfare. 


Another highlight of the meeting | With 
will be a description of design | states e 
features and performance charac- | nessee, © 


teristics of the Daimler-Benz en- 
gine being used to power German 
Messerschmitt fighter planes. Many 
of the engine’s parts will be on 
display in connection with this talk, 


which is to be given by Raymond |“""~ 
W. Young, Wright Aeronautical 
Corp. 

8’ 


Stewart-Warner Bonus 


























CHICAGOU.-——-All employes who hav 
been with Stewart-Warner Corp. a Total 3 
year or more will receive one week's mg 
extra pay as a bonus on June 30, they soe Be 
were informed last week in a letter | Alabama 
from James S. Knowlson, president and 
chairman of the company. Those with Californ' 
aoe than a yor of aerwies will also 
ye liven a bonus, although of lesser | Boa. 
amount, he declared. Florida 
Louisiar 
Coming Events | | sisi 
New Ha 
New Yo 
tery Manufacturers, Inc., spring 
meeting. Texas 
22-24—-Pittsburgh (Wm. Penn) Annual anes 
Convention and Show of Automo- | —_—— 
bile Engine Rebuilders Assn. Total 
JUNE for M 
1- 6—White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. Total 
(Greenbrier) SAE quamer meeting. to Da 
5—Detroit. Automobile Manufactur- 
ers Assn. annual meeting. , 
16-17—Excelsior Springs, Mo. Missouri 
Amomonile Dealers Assn. conveD- 
on. 
23-24—Myrtle Beach, 8. C. South Caro- 
lina Automobile Dealers Assn. con- ae 
vention. 
23-24—Reading, Pa. (Lincoln). Annual 
Convention of Pennsylvania Auto- 
motive Assn. 
23-24—-Rochester (Sagamore). Empire 
State Automobile Merchants Assn. 
Inc., annual convention. 
23-27—Chicago (Palmer House). Ameri- 
can Society for Testing Materials 
Annual Convention. — 
UL Tota 
21-22—Asheville, N. C. (Park Grove for } 
Inn). North Carolina Automobile Alabar 
Dealers Assn. annual convention. 
AUGUST . Califo: 
4- 7— Chicago (Stevens). Automobile 
Accessories Assn. Show. Florid 
SEPTEMBER 
20-26—Milwaukee. (Schroder Hotel) SAE a 
National Tractor Meeting. 
28-Oct 1—Edgewater Park, Miss. (Edge- ————— 
water Gulf Hotel). Annual Fall Missis 
meeting of Mfg., Distribution di- ft 
visions of Automotive Electric Assn. New ] 
OCTOBER anaes 
27-30—New York. Annual convention of New | 
: American Trucking Assns. 
30-Nov. 1—Los Angeles. (Biltmore Ho- Texas 
tel) SAE National Aircraft Produc- 
tion Meeting. “Tot 
JANUARY for 
20-21—Chicago (Palmer House). Na- Tol 
tional Automobile Dealers conveD- to | 


tion. 
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Week’s Production Rises Slightly to 133,345 Units 


Present Hig , 
faaweied to Aa Passenger Car Registrations 


Two Months, plus 47 States for March 


For 8 - 10 Weeks ‘~ March ve 1941 oe 1940 Unit 


Date Pos. 1941 Industry Pos. 1940 Industry Pos. Gain 





AN’s Production Estimate 
(U. 8. and Canada) 
WEEKS ENDED MAY 10, MAY 8 


, Jan.1 Jan. 
Week Same Week April to e : 









































sg Weeks Ended Total May11 May10| DETROIT.—New car and truck|Chevrolet ....101,197 1 246,030 246 1 196,947 25.1 1 49,083 

ay 10 1940* May 38* Revised 1940* —1941* | production in the past week took a|Ford ......... 62,517 2 169,196 16.9 2 130,664 16.7 2 38,532 

jENERAL MOTORS .. 55,735 43,886 55,685 241,308 796,681 995,048| Slight rise hitting 133,345 units|Plymouth .... 48499 3 118,233 118 $8 100,221 128 3 18,012 
Chevrolet? ........... 31,565 27,065 31,555 138,024 479,533 570,755 which compares|Buick ........ 34,057 4 84,730 85 4 64025 82 4 20,705 
seen t eee n ee eens 8,720 6,422 8,680 37,972 123,352 157,141; AUTOMOTIVENEWS with a revised| Pontiac ...... 33,741 5 79,854 79 5 50,500 64 5 29,354 
mens svhesaeees 7,850 5,459 7,835 32,298 93,859 130,667 estimate of 132,-|Oldsmobile ... 25,029 6 63,882+ 64 6 44053 56 7 19,829 
sseaenntews 6,005 4,098 +5975 26,087 84.362 108.603| Production Estimate 688 vehicles|Dodge ....... 21640 7 53480 53 7 49.753 63 6 3,727 

Se Spenuenkens 1,595 842-1590 §= 6,977 «15,575 27,882 built in the pre-|Chrysler ..... 15,128 8 36334 36 8 23,290 3.0 8 13,044 
Lausenawen 29,133 20,010 28,968 122,693 443,362 524,966 vious week AU-|Studebaker .. 10,080 9 25,602+ 26 9 22229 28 9 3,373 

Stewie aie 13,500 9,614 13,365 54,977 215,808 248,457 romoTive News’|Mercury ..... 8410 12 22,295 2.2 10 19,826 25 10 2,469 

Shr dake. 9,030 6,140 9,020 39,540 189,548 162,115 estimates show-|Nash ........ 9,128 10 21,329 21 11 13,060 17 14 8,269 

eur aden 3,998 2,554 $8,985 17,112 50,608 68,346 ed. Production| De Soto ...... 8809 11 20,964 21 12 16398 21 13 4,566 
oeveesereeses 2,605 1,702 2,598 11,064 37,398 46,048 in the same pe-|Hudson ...... 7,075 13 17,680t 18 18 17,769 23 11 89* 

Fara soidiehestdeewen 30,600 18,709 30,400 37,867 409,429 410,223 ruig Tiod of 1940 was|Cadillac ..... 6.058 15 15888 16 14 8142 11 15 7,746 
i chudiokeamssin 26,400 16,175 26,000 31,652 354,316 354,489 WeeK 97,334 units. Packard ..... 6.295 14 14,878f 1.5 15 16.6520 2.1 12 1,774* 
Athw alana 3,600 1,879 3,900 4,890 42,033 49,127| 133,34 <& Majority of/Willys ....... 2.119 16 5,104 5016 5,130 6 17 26* 

eee cc wpa 600 655 500 §=:1,825 «18,080 ~=— 8,849 | 132, <€— the plants were/Lincoln ...... 1.776 17 4,959 4817 = 5,333 7 16 374* 

eau 3,040 §=2,204 «= 2,972 12,988 46,852 47,330 cae 0 close t0,| Miscellaneous. 402 1,167 12 629 08 538 

oeee -.e-+. 2,400 1,553 2,408 10,615 25,765 37,848) 97,3 capacity opera- ————- ——— — sain sosnaret Smee 

Lidia oe wdaanie 2,225 1,608 2,179 8918 31,059 $2,130 tasy tion last week! TOTAL... ..401,960 1,001,605 1005 784,621 100% 216,984 


year With this rate ez ogg, 


schedule to con- ¢+Included in the 1941 figures are Federal government deliveries as follows: 
tinue another|Chrysler 2 (incomplete); Dodge 16 (incomplete); Plymouth 23 (incomplete) ; 
eight or ten|Buick 21; Chevrolet 406; Oldsmobile 3; Pontiac’ 39; Ford 1,802; Mercury 1; 
weeks Hudson 65; Packard 7; Studebaker 1. 


Final assem- 
* blies in General End of Coal Tieu |and the other at Republic Steel 


Motors divisions Corp., resuming operations last 


CON shone v 1,450 1,729 1,266 6,149 31,595 22,838 
WAS. 54 hats 844 1,120 940 «2,838 11,391 10,280 
sate Rees 7,918 6,520 7,920 34,676 126,067 149,570 


ViNeeeeeeeNees 183,345 97,334 182,688 478,052 1,922,201 2,230,283 
*Revised. tIncludes trucks. tClosed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, 











showed a slight gain last week with Pi. | week, 

ie * ‘ . 55,735 vehicles, which compares Giv es Steel Output | Resumption of these furnaces 

" with the previous week's total out- - + ,| brought the total number operating 
— New Car Reg istrations Set put of 59,635 cars and trucks. A Rise of 2.5 Points| in tie district to 18. Finishing mill 
> y M divisi emble > F ‘ i r i irl 
ines . . eens cate, divisions ass NEW YORK.- Production rate in —— have remained fairly 

- time L or are — ; the steel mills of the United States 

ting Chrysler divisions remained| jymped 2.5 points last week to 
pre- steady last week with total output) 968 percent of capacity, the Amer- Mooney Is A ppointed 
the | DETROIT.-New passenger car,tions in March are projected to| hitting 29,133 oe re oak ican Iron & Steel Institute esti-} pgTROIT.—Appointment of D. B. 
ner, | registrations for March will ex- | 418,832 units for the entire country 28,968 cars and trucks turned out} mated. Mooney as Plymouth regional manager 


in the previous week and 20,010; The large increase was brought] for the Chicago region is announced 


units assembled in the comparable | apout, steel men said, by the rapid| P¥,,Jo8¢Ph, Piy mouth, Before joining 


period last year. reopening of blast furnaces shut]! Plymouth in 1939, Mooney served with 
Ford divisions showed a slight|down in two previous weeks by ene cee eee ee 


gain last week as Lincoln stepped | the coal tieup, now settled. 


ceed by more than 41,000 units the|compared to 377,802 units reg- 
highest previous March in the en-| istered in March, 1929, which was 
tire history of the automobile in-| previously the biggest March total 
dustry, R. L. Polk & Co. estimated|on record. The 1941 figure repre- 


esi | Friday on the basis of complete | sents an increase of 34.08 percent 

um Jreturns for 47 states. over March, 1940, and a gain of up operations to six-day basis. Ford s & * Tru ck T o Pp Ten 

ate} Continuing the gains made in| 39.37 percent over February this/and Mercury plants had already Youngstown Output Sit Don te Ralstedinen en 
the | January and February, the March | year. ; started on six days in the previ- On U ie Reported in AN Today: 

ply |registrations also establish the| The March total is also the|ous week. The Ford group total) Um Upgrade 


hit 30,600 cars and trucks last YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Youngstown 1941 

week, which contrasts with the| district's steel and iron making || Ps Make 

previous week’s output of 30,400|rates are headed back to normalcy || 157,447 Chevrolet — 46,702— 1 
units and 18,709 vehicles assembled| with two blast furnaces, one at|| 29,945 Ford 39,183— 2 


in the same period of 1940. the Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. A Sstconat' =? 


5—13,617 Dodge 13,744— 4 


New Commercial Car Registrations, 47 States for March’4.1-’40)| = iit meu ti 8 


8— 1,976 Mack 1,511— 8 
Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 9— 1455 Diamond T a. : 


10— 818 Studebaker 328—10 
Total All Makes 
175,095 135,579 


Plant Activity 


(Week Ending May 10) 


first quarter as the biggest first| fourth highest ever recorded in 
quarter in automotive history. any one month, having been ex- 
With reports complete for all| ceeded only in April, May and 
states except Georgia and Ten-| July of 1929 when 481,675, 454, 132 
nessee, new passenger car registra-! and 432,503 units were registered. 
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4 : 197| 3739) 89) 12150) 2584) 63] 6244) 529) 766) 117] 279) 618] 104| —132| 42360/"41 ‘Total 39 States 
| oe Se Oe 14067| 408/ 187| 34421 1001 9693|_2170|_61| 49091 344724 i] 73a| $181 i2o| sil seaosi-a0 for March OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 
, —— & » 
; | Mabama a ; sr — 7 az | 489 100 489) 100 ay Hi _ g 19) a a 3) | | ie Alabama Buleks. ......Steady; 8,720, five days 
! 1023; 331 367/36) 4) SD 33| 26) 28) 3391/41 California | Cadillac. ....steady; 1,595, five days 
; | California a a S| 30 al "Bool a 111 _288 31 al 33|__95| 39 Bsa is40 orn" | Chevrolet. .steady; 31,565, five days 
0 nen ink. 2) 315) 22) «14 2 3 7 898 |"41 Florida | Chrysler. ...steady; 3,998, five days 
Florida onl | | 359 a | 15} _ 338 i | _* a . ‘ | i 4 18 | = nae i De Soto..... steady; 2,605, five days 
; 330) uisiana | Dodge... ... : 
Louisiana a | ys 55 | so | il | & | | mw F | sore ouisiana | Dodge steady; 9,030, five days 
40) 374] 8 i Niece LMM dK ord........ steady; 26,400, six days 
iisieaippi ran) |} zag] [ oY Tal satsl kT) RS Mississippi | Hudson... steady; 2,225, five days 
40 _— 7 ID Se ee rise; 600, six days 
. : _ : 3) 155 46 78, «26,~—=«aA 4 2 3 5| 630/41 |New Hampshire , , y 
New Hampshire naa | | 1 1 a | 31 ‘ | i3| 2 2) i | | | 96|'40 . a me Mercury..... steady; 3,600, six days 
New Wage ~7 Si = 291 ja) 244)—~—~C~«S|~SCi«Ci |S 3| 365] 133) 56 | 6 15 59| 11 26| 2761/41 New York | Nash.......steady; 2,400, five days 
ew York a 22) 50| fo, 27; 342) 29) 521] 318! ai ue i i a “3 20) on ie Oldsmobile. .steady; 6,005, five days 
pe 3/_ <0 199} 7 5 5 "4 Texas | Packard....steady; 1,450, five days 
Te 741 1589 yy Bt 308) 1) 1549) aaaie y; 1,400, five day 
nol 40 | ‘eisai | eal | es ao é aaa nS a3 iat a af a a sasha Total 47 States | Plymouth. .steady; 13,500, five days 
Total 47 States "41) 215, 175) ~-175| 19233| asi 500 B15 $968 | = 18809) sia) 93 72 6323, si! 930) 6| tt 520) 211) 223° 485 593 |'40 —_* March _ Pontiac..... steady; 7,850, five days 
for March _ *40! 30) 1331 16560) __568)_116)_5 = oe Sal SOROLI 1976 818! 2758) 321 =OQR 4] i. Studebaker.steady; 3,040, five days 
= — : 31455] 514] 13617] 364| 49945| 18285| 210| 22896, 1976] 2601 308/818! 2758| 321! 549|175095)"41 Total | >" 
otal . “asl a) “ oraie| 1599) 439) 13744) 416) 39183) 8998) 188) 16870|_ 1511) 2415) 21/__328)_ 1313) 566, __ 651 135579/'40 to Date _| Willys.......steady; 840, four days 
ate | 3s < a —— ~ 


New Passenger Car Registrations, 47 States for March, 1941-1940 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 


















































































































































































































































































CHEYSLEB GENERAL MOTORS FORD NON-AFFILIATED 
 saseenaeans eaERS IS IneaeanIanpuaeiereaneeNNSERTT 
f -|3 
$3 3 | STATES 
@ e 
STATES Ziei|ei8: ze in £1 
> g - 5 me = e|ls 
~le!]s|2 HS] B a |= 
5 a a 2 Of | & o|¢ 
5066] $982| 75654] 18338| 25385| 148425 1203] 6135| 53950| 1390| 6424) 7543, 4601) 7629) 213| 299701)"41 Total 39 Stat 
petal 20 States ae tr tate 15918) 37499) e277 165191 1945] 66219] 12481| 150291 102193] 36629|_ 1155] _5317| 43101 _1376|_6232|_4108|_4525|_6236|__126| 220174|"40 we for March 
aoe eneon acme 64 269 265 31) 1610} 159); 164) 2229] 1007) 23; 150) 1180) 3 98 23! 48| 106 | | 4636/41 — rte “Alabama 
Alabama "41 | 331 227 a7 is ate 19} 1181] 111] 93) 1577| 808} 16) 95) 919) 24 85 44) 40) _—:103 4| _3474|'40 
7-3 145, 1401; 2441 578) 6740 2280| 13416) 3582) 152) 659) 4393/ 388) GBI] 450) 471) 935) 25) 27315 “= ian 
California 40. 1569 9] 1145) 1198) 2421 CoG ioe 3031 4178) 1125] 1368] 8449] 2485| _192' 5231 32001 240] 506) _265| 24} 18825('40 
; eT TTT 195|1111| 287) 235| 2268) 988) 70) 120) 1178) 5i| 106) 101; 107) 155 6, 5411/"41 -‘Florid 
Florida "41 [aig al = seal 1021 394 4| 860] 205] _161| _1614|__—~814 i 136] 1018 53] __:127 60 102 37,231 aieoray tri 
40)_ 108) soi 502] 850 73) 1195| 257) 283) 2118) 1005) sy Hat Ansa) 30, 33) Louisiana 
Louisiana a 13) 33) 150) 503; Ol 20s 17] 1028] __117|__146| 1513) 843) 3 98) 966) 28] 62| _—68}_—s 4s} 94) 1] 5040 = 
Po ‘ il 7) | 173 18| 853 65| 122) 1231) 598 10 37, 645) 7 16 27, «13 21 ar 41 Mississippi 
Mississippi ra1| 39) a 10 580 a a 1 457| 809] __17|_~—«92|_—«8 zl __26|__20|_ 27 | al 2937/40 4 7” 
New Hampshire ral 70 24) 179) 325} 591) 137] 23) _603]_161 1082] _ 372| td 441 18 80} 51| _—«67 51 4) 2385|'40 _ Skane 
Ge Se a 1 pa] Hosa] 2255 | 4468| 9274 $736) 867] 7347| 2753/3979] 18682| 3655 a ~631| 4463; 139/421 631752) «G19! 152 S5133/"41 ica Waal 
New York Al Bl sete) 1780| 3636| 7357| 3132|__461) 5626 2191| 2491) 13901 2 = 182) 654! 3665) 139] 427/362) 868)_—«577| 69) 27365)"40_ Co eae 
ig _—__40_T —sai1 900] 1820] 3564| 18 2| 5948) 1164| 1032| 10251) 4517) 107|503| 5158| 43| 224) ~—« 228; 177 403) 5| 20053/"41 —— 
Tomas ay antl tit) 373) 1641] 3338) 1035] __151|_4648|__892|_673|_73991 4310| 1131 stil Bi3al 76|__271| 165] __325]_ 389) 8] _17105)'40 
"40) 40 -- ~ = le 
seieieteipsaneiten conan 34057) 6058)101197| 25029) 33741 200082| 62517) 1776) 8410) 72703) 2119, 1075! 9128; | 6295) 1008/4021 a0rg60 "aI Total 47 Staten 
Total 47 States rail 15138 9 5683 | seat 950031 saiea| 0 75341| 17404| 20252! 139185! 50098] 1782 7482) 59362! 1973, 6H16 5143) 65 Foal Ssi3| __ 260) 299780 /"40 ve tor March 
—fer March — ee 20961) 53480/118233|29011) 81730) 15888/246030) 63882| 79854] 490384169196) 4959| 22295 196150, 5104) 17689, 21329) 14878 “35602 ~1167| 1001605 "41 Total 
Zotal 41) 36334 [pe9ett| Biaas| 81421196947] 44053) 50500] 363667/130664| 5333] 19826) 155823] S13u| 17769] 13060, 16652) 222 529) 784621 |"40 to Date 


to Date '40| 23290] 16398) 497 53/100221 
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Dealer Credits Extra Ads for Sales Increase 


————— 


Supplements Factory Copy 
With Locally-Created Ads 


SANTA MONICA, Calif.— ‘Many 
automotive dealers can’t look be- 
yond the pennies and see the 
dollars,” observes Link Anderson, 
local Pontiac dealer, who in six 
months has brought Pontiac to a 
place among the leaders in Santa 
Monica. 


What Anderson referred to in 
particular was the attitude of the 
average automobile dealer regard- 
ing advertising. 

“During the 20 years I have been 
connected with the automobile 
business in the field of retail mer- 
chandising, I have failed to find 
half a dozen men who were willing 
to spend even a few dollars to 
build sales through advertising,” 
he commented. “The attitude seems 
to be, ‘Let the factory do it. It’s 
the factory’s job to advertise the 


Columbus Sales 
Of New, Used Cars 
At Record Peaks 


COLUMBUS, O.—The first four 
months of 1941 saw the sales of 
new cars and trucks in Franklin 
county hit the highest level in the 
four-year period of county auto- 
mobile registration records, it was 
announced by J. Arthur Yoder, 
county clerk. 


During this period the sales of 
cars and trucks reached a total 
of 7,374 as compared with 5,780 
in the same four months of 1940. 
The 1941 total includes 6,571 new 
automobiles and 803 trucks. At 
the same time the records show 
that a total of 8,930 used cars 
were sold as against 7,151 in 1940. 

The various makes of new cars 
in the order of volume sales 
ranked as follows: 

Chevrolet, 1,643; Plymouth, 886; 
Ford, 727; Buick, 648; Pontiac, 519; 
Oldsmobile, 446; Dodge, 437; De 
Soto, 233; Chrysler, 214; Stude- 
baker, 205; Nash, 135; Cadillac, 
114; Hudson and Mercury, 112 
each; Packard, 101; Lincoln - Ze- 
phyr, 24; Willys, 11; Lincoln and 
Crosley, 2 each. 


Ventalarm Device 


Drawing Praise 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Scully 
Signal Co., whose Ventalarm which 
is standard equipment on _ the 
Packard Clipper’s gasoline tanks, 
reports enthusiastic reception of 
the device by car owners and ser- 
vice station operators. 


Ventalarm, installed on the top 
of the gasoline tank in series with 
the vent, whistles out the filler 
neck while the tank is being filled, 
until the tank is one gallon from 
full capacity. This permits gun to 
be shut off and still allow for 
expansion of the gasoline on hot 
days or in heated garages. 


It is claimed that the tank can 
be filled, without blowback, at a 
pumping rate of 15 gallons per 
minute, thus saving time for the 
car owner and station operator as 
well as eliminating waste, incon- 
venience and hazard of overflowing 
tanks. 





CROSS SECTION of a gasoline tank 
of the new Packard Clipper, showing 
the Ventalarm and the filler neck dis- 
charging at the bottom of the tank, 
eliminating evaporation during the fill- 
ing cycle. 


line!’ And that, in my opinion, is 
where the average dealer is ‘penny 
wise and pound foolish.’” 

Anderson pointed out that the 
big department stores sell nation- 
ally advertised goods — furniture, 
clothing, shoes, ranges, refrigera- 
tors, guns, radios and what not? 
—but the department stores also 
run pages and pages of advertis- 
ing in their local newspapers to 
tell the public where to buy the 
nationally advertised articles on 
the best terms possible. 

“We receive our share of factory 
advertising and it does a good job 
for us,” Anderson declared. “How- 
ever, we augment the factory copy 
with locally-created advertising of 
our own. All copy is presented for 
approval to the Pontiac Los An- 
geles zone manager before it is 
released in order to conform to 
policy in every detail. But it is 
our own advertising, which we 
pay for out of our own appropria- 
tion. 

“It is our belief that if the de- 
partment store can spend from 2 
to 5 percent of gross sales for 
local advertising, the automo- 
bile dealer should be able to spend 
at least 1 percent to further the 
sale of his goods. And the results 
of our campaign fully justify our 
expenditures although in the past 
we have been criticized and 
branded as ‘spendthrifts.’ 

“By running our own ads to 
augment the factory copy, we con- 
sistently keep ourselves and the 
Pontiac product before the public,” 
Anderson stated. “And, if we sell 
two more cars in the month 
through our extra effort, we break 
even. If we sell three additional 
cars through this additional adver- 
tising, we make money. The fact 
that consistently we have kept our 
new car sales better than 100 per- 
cent ahead of the record of our 
predecessor is evidence enough for 
us that the advertising procedure 
we are following is sound, good 
business practice.” 

Anderson lists his local news- 
paper as his best media. However, 
he does other forms of advertising 
to augment the factory efforts. He 
has his own painted boards and 
poster displays. He goes in for 
direct mail, using locally-created 
mailing pieces and using a local 
list of his own that he knows is 
up-to-date. Then, he does some 
radio advertising and his used car 
copy is both original and strong 
enough to produce the desired re- 
sults. This is proved by the fact 
that his used car sales keep pace 
with his heavy new Pontiac 
volume. 

“Our advertising must pay for 
itself,” Anderson declared. “No 
matter what we do we make a 
careful check of results and keep 
an accurate record of accomplish- 
ment. In that way we know just 
what we are getting for our money 
and so far our expenditures have 
paid dividends.” 


New Heavy-Duty Motor Oil 


For Diesels Is Announced 


CINCINNATI. — A new heavy- 
duty motor oil that is claimed to 
lubricate perfectly at extreme 
heats, avoid costly repairs due to 
oxidation “varnish” throughout the 
engine, and cleans the motor as it 
lubricates, has been announced by 
Valvoline Oil Co. here. 

Known as Valvoline HPO, the 
new lubricant is said to be the first 
Pennsylvania oil successfully 
adapted to meet the demands of 
diesels and peak loads in gasoline 
engines. 





Business Stimulators 


ST. PAUL, Minn.—In order to stimu- 
late business for automobile paint and 
repair shops, a series of ‘‘business- 
getting’’ aids are furnished to shops 
from time to time by Minnesota Min- 
ing and Mfg. Co. here. These adver- 
tising helps vary from business post- 


cards illustrated with Lawson ood 
monkeys, to accident report forms, 
automobile license plate folders, ete. 


-| All are furnished with the shop name 


and address imprinted, and can be 
used as separate mailing pieces or as 
envelope and statement stuffers. 





Chris " Sinsabaugh’'s sparkling 
“Sparks’’ column is read by the 
‘“‘wide-awake”’ in industry. 








A SMACKING good kiss has 
doubtless changed the course 
of many things in history, but 
selling an 
automobile on 
the strength of 
a smacker is 
a new situa- 
tion. 

Yet that is 
the case re- 
ported by C. 
L. Holt, presi- 
dent of Holt 
Motor Co., 
veteran Min- 
neapolis dis- 
tributor for 
Chrysler. A kiss not only sold 
a car for him but moved the 
very first car he ever sold. 

“Don’t get the idea that I 
kissed anybody to make the 
sale,” Holt hastens to declare. 
“IT had nothing to do with it. 
It was out in Plaza, N. D,, 
back in 1907. Buick was making 
a nice two-cylinder chain-driven 
model that was in great demand 
in that area, so I joined up as 
a retail salesman. My first pros- 
pect was a single man of the 





C. L. Holt 


My First Sale 





town, so I invited his sweetheart 
and himself out for a ride. 


“The couple got in the rear 
seat and away we went in a 
cloud of horseradish and prairie 
dust. We toured the town sev- 
eral times and then started out 
into the country. I can remem- 
ber yet how bumpy the roads 
were. We banged up and down 
and it was all we could do to 
stay in the seats. 

“But the couple in the rear 
tonneau were enjoying them- 
selves, snuggling up closer to 
one another. Suddenly, to my 
surprise, I saw by the reflection 
in the windshield that the man 
was about to kiss the girl. Just 
then, however, the wheels struck 
another bump and that kiss was 
smeared all over her receptive 
face! Evidently the sample was 
satisfactory, however, because 
when we got back to town, the 
prospect signed the order. 

Holt stayed in the automobile 
business from that time for- 
ward, representing a number of 
makes until 1924 when he was 
named Chrysler distributor in 
Minneapolis. 



























Tire, Battery Trouble Cause 
Most of Emergency Calls 


WASHINGTON. — Although cars 
today are better than ever before, 
the average American motorist 
found himself stalled on the road 


and in need of emergency help 
more than once last year—in fact, 
1.3 times, statistically speaking, ac- 
cording to the American Automo- 
bile Assn.’s annual compilation of 
breakdowns and their causes. The 
1940 report showed that 27,300,000 
passenger cars registered in the 
United States marked up a record 
of 35,000,000 times when the garage- 
man had to come to the rescue to 
get them going under their own 


Printed Words 


Chrysler Booklet 

DETROIT.—Chrysler Sales division 
has prepared a new souvenir booklet 
illustrating a trip through various sec- 
tions of its plants. The booklet com- 
prises 48 pages. It is all illustrations 
except the necessary short explanatory 
captions. 


ses 
Truckers Brochure 
WASHINGTON. — A brochure has 


been published by the National Coun- 
cil of Private Motor Truck Owners, 
Inc., telling of the needs for organizing 
objectives and also the accomplishments 
of the council in the past. 

- 7. * 


Oil Filter Manual 

LA PORTE, Ind. — A new service 
manual ‘‘Motor Money” using pictures 
to explain the function of oil in a 
motor—what happens to oil—why a 
filter is necessary and construction and 
functions of filters has been published 
by DeLuxe Products Corp. here. 


MILWAUKEE.—1941 wrench catalo 
has been published here by Blackhaw 
Mfg. Co. he 


Auto Lift Service Manual 
MEMPHIS.—Rotary Lift Co. here has 
just finished compiling and_ editing 
a service manual for solving the prob- 
lems and eliminating ‘‘kinks’’ in ser- 
vicing and repairing all makes and 
types of air operate auto lifts. 


Apprentice Aid 
MINNEAPOLIS. — A spiral - bound 
brochure for those engaged in appren- 
tice training has been published by 
Continental Machines Inc. here. The 
brochure contains specification sheets 
on the various machines manufactured 


by this company. ‘ 
Oil Resistant Synthetic 
AKRON. — A 20- page compounding 
manual for Hycar O. R. an oil resist- 
ant type of synthetic rubber has been 
published by the Hydrocarbon Chem- 
ical and Rubber Co, ere. 


Plaskon Booklet 
TOLEDO.—‘“Plaskon Resin Glue,” a 
new booklet covering the part resin 
glues have played in the revitalizing 
of the plywood and woodworking in- 
dustries, has been published by the 
Plaskon Co. here. a 


+ 


Financing Field 
UPPER MONTCLAIR, N. J.—A new 
booklet entitled, ‘‘Automobile Financ- 
ing As a Career Field,’’ by Gene Col- 
gan, has just been published. 


power—or 13 percent more than 
for the previous year. 

The figures are based on calls for 
aid handled by AAA trouble- 
shooters working through 12,000 
garages under contract to serve 
AAA members. 

“The significant thing to me 
about these figures,” said Thos. P. 
Henry of Detroit, president of the 
national motoring body, “is not 
that they reflect more cars on the 
road and more motoring. More 
than anything else they offer con- 
vincing proof of the importance of 
having available at all times an 
adequate supply of trained auto- 
mobile mechanics to keep our mo- 
tor vehicles moving. This is really 
a matter for national concern at a 
time when thousands of skilled 
automobile mechanics are leaving 
their garage and service station 
jobs because of the demands from 
aircraft and other industries that 
are expanding to meet defense pro- 
duction.” 

Tire failure again accounted for 
the largest number of calls for 
emergency road service, although 
the percentage was not so high as 
in previous years. Last year, 27.65 
percent of all calls answered by 
AAA clubs or their affiliated 
stations were charged to tire 
trouble. Applying this percentage 
to the total U. S. registration of 
passenger cars, the AAA arrives at 
the total of 9,667,823 “flats” over 
the entire country which required 
road service during the year. In 
1939, tire trouble was responsible 
for 32.45 percent of all calls, about 
10,040,000. 

Battery trouble also maintained 
its position as No. 2 cause for 
emergency road service calls, mov- 
ing up in its percentage ranking 
from 13.33 in 1939 to 14.40 in 1940, 


and accounting for 5,034,960 calls 
in 1940, 


District Managers Attend 


Chek-Chart Sales Conclave 

CHICAGO.—A discussion of sales 
plans and policies high-lighted the 
1941 Chek-Chart sales conference, 
held at the Chicago office last 
week with all district managers 
in attendance. 

Executives of the company 
pointed out the increased need of 
training oil marketing industry 
personnel in correct service pro- 
cedure, especially in view of the 
tremendous turnover caused, to a 
great extent, by the draft and 
absorption of present trained help 
by the defense industries. New 
Chek-Chart programs to assist the 
oil marketing industry in con- 
stantly maintaining high standards 
of lubrication and other services 
also were outlined. 





USED CARS—SERVICr 
1941 Price List 


Following ts @ fist of new passe 
tIvered prices for 1941 at point of ‘omen 
Prices shown, with the exception of wi 
Americar Include standard equipment and 
eral taxes. Willys-Americar prices are tea, 
tedo, before taxes. Ford, Lincoin and v 
prices do not Include transportation or taxes, 

BUICK—Soerles 40 Speclat—4-ar. + 
$1,052; 4-dr. tour. sed. SE, ° 
$935; sedanet, $1,006; 
Serles 40 Deluxe Speoclal—4-dr, r 
$1,095.75; 4-dr. tour. sed., 8E, $1,177.75. 
cpe., $978.75; 2-dr. sedanet, $1,049.75." 
sedanet, SE, $1,106.75. Series 40 (A) g 
conv. cpe., $1,138; bus ope, $915; spt, 

pgeerles 40 (A) Delux, 
Speclal—bus. cpe., $958.75; spt. cpe., 
4-dr. sed., $1,064.75; conv. epe., $1, 
o a ae ene: $1,185; 

1,555; . epe., $1,031; conr, «> $1,267: one 
cpe., $1,118. Series 60 Conturyaa dr. te 
$1,288; bus. epe., $1,195; sedanet, $1,241,  Serig 

$1,364; cons, 


our, 





2-4, 


70 Road Master—4-dr. Sa sed., $1, 
phae., $1,775; conv. cpe., $1,457; spt. epe., 
SE—Super Equipped. ope., $1,342, 
CADILLAC—Serles Sixty-One—Cpe., . 
sed., $1,445; del. cpe., $1,435; del. eed, thee 
Serles Sixty-Two—Cpe., $1,420; sed., $1,495; de 
conv. cpe., $1,645; del. conv. sed... $1,965: dat 
cpe., $1,510; del sed., $1,585. Serles Sixty-Threg 
—Sed., $1,695. Serles Sixty Speclal—Tour, sed, 
$2,195, with division, $2,345. Serles Sixty-Sevena. | 
Sed., $2,595, with division, $2,745; 7-pass, ood, 
$2,735; 7-pass. Imperial, $2,890. " 


CHEVROLET—Master Deluxe—Rus. Cpe., $712: 
5-pass. cpe., $743; town sed., $754; spt. sed, 
$795. Spectal Deluxe—Bus. cpe., $769; 5-pam, 
cpe., $800; town sed., $810; spt. sed., $351; J 
Fleetline sed., $877. 7 


CHRYSLER—Royal—3-pass. cpe., $945; 6-pas, 
club cpe., $1,041; 6-pass. lux. bro’m, $1,021: 
6-pass. sed., $1,051; 6-pass. town sed., $1,111, 
Windsor—3-pass. cpe., $998; 6-pass. club cpe, 
$1,096; 6-pass lux. bro’m, $1,075; 6-pass, sed, 
$1,125; 6-pass. town sed., $1,175; 6-pass conr, 
cpe., $1,275. Saratoga—S-pass. cpe., $1,195; ¢. 
pass. club cpe., $1,268; 6-pass. lux bro’m, $1,248; 
6-pass. sed., $1,278; 6-pass. town sed., $1,328, 
New Yorker—S-pass. cpe., $1,275; 6-pass. club 
ope., $1,335; 6-pass. lux. bro’m, $1,325; 6-pas, 
sed., $1,345; 6-pass. town sed., $1,375; 6-pas. 
conv. cpe., $1,495. Crown tmperlal—6-pass. town 
sed., $1,745; 6-pass. sed., $2,595; T-pass. sed, 
$2,695; 8-pass. sed. lim., $2,795. 

DE S0OTO—Deluxe—Bus, cpe., $898; 5-pas, 
cpe., $985; 3-dr. sed., $965; 4-dr. sed., $008 
Custom—Cpe., $945; club cpe., $1,035; bro'm, 
$1,020; 4-dr. sed., $1,045; town sed., §1,005, 

DODGE—Deluxe—Cpe., $825; 2-dr. sed., $880; 
4-dr. sed., $920. Custom—2-dr. bro’m, $92; 
6-pass. cpe., $960; 4-dr. sed., $965; town sed., $995. 


FORD—Speolai—Cpe., $665; 2-dr. sed., $700; 
4-dr. sed., $740. Deluxe—Cpe., $695; opera epe., 
$725; 2-dr. sed., $735; 4-dr. sed., $775. Super 
Deluxe—Cpe., $740; opera epe., $770; 2-dr. sed, 
$780; 4-dr. sed., $820; sed. ope., $810; clud 
conrert., $905. 

HUDSON—6 Traveler—2-dr. sed., $781; 4-dr. 
sed., $809; 3-pass. cpe., $711; club cpe., $804 
6 Deluxe—2-dr. sed., $838; 4-dr. sed., $872; 
3-pass. cpe., $817; club cpe., $864; con., $1,079. 
Super 6—2-dr. sed., $913.50; 4-dr. sed., $944.50; 
3-pass. cpe., $893.50; club cpe., $948.50; conr., 
$1,167.50. Commodore 6—2-dr. sed., $987; 4-dr. 
sed., $1,015; 3-pass. cpe., $956; club cpe., 
$1,018; conv., $1,225. Commodore 8—2-dr. sed, 
$1,024; 4-dr. sed., $1,060; 3-pass. cpe., $999; 
club cpe., $1,061; conv., $1,275. Commodore 
Custom 8—3-pass. cpe., $1,085; club cpe., $1,148; 
4-dr. sed., $1,253. 


LINCOLN—Zephyr—Cpe., $1,390; sed., $1,450; 
club cpe., $1,450; conv. cpe., $1,750; Zephyr, 
with custom Interlors—$-pass. cpe., $1,465; 
sed., $1,545; club cpe., $1,545. Continental 
—Cpe., $2,650; cabr., $2,700. Custom—Sed., $3,- 
550; Iim., $2,675. (Note: All Lincoln prices are 
Detroit delivered ready to run, and include fed- 
eral and state taxes and transportation). 


MERCURY—Cpe., $885; cpe., with sux. seats, 
$910; 2-dr. sed., $920; 4-dr. sed., $960; sed 
epe., $950; club convert., $1,070. 


NASH — “600” Serles — Spl. bus. cpe., $710; 
spl. 2-dr. Slipstream sed., $745; spl. 4-dr. Slip 
stream sed., $785; del. 4-dr. trk. sed., $860; 
del. bus. cpe., $752; del. 2-dr. bro’m., $815; 
del. 4-dr. Slipstream sed., $817; del. 2-dr. Slip- 
stream sed., $777. Ambassador Six Serles—4-dr. 
sed, trk., $1,030; conv. cpe., $1,095; bus. cpe., 
$905; 2-dr. bro’m., $973.50; spl. bus. cpe., $855; 
4-dr. sed., Slipstream spl., $935; 4-dr. sed, 
Slipstream del., $985; 2-dr. Slipstream sed. 
$898. Ambassador Elght Serles—4-dr. sed., trk, 
$1,151; conv. cpe., $1,215; 2-dr. cpe. bro'm, 
$1,081; 4-dr. sed., Slipstream spl., $1,056; 4-dr. 
sed., Slipstream del., $1,106. 

OLDSMOBILE—Specia!l Serles Six—Bus. ope. 
$852; elub epe., $893; 3-dr. sed., $898; 4-dr. 
sed., $945; town sed., $945; conv. cpe., $1,048. 
Special Serles Eight—Club cpe., $935; 4-dr. sed. 
$987; town sed., $987: conv. cpe., $1,089. Dy- 
namle Crulser Serles Slx—bus. cpe., $908; Clud 
sed., $954; 4-dr. sed., $1,010. Dynamlo Crulser 
Serles Eight—bus. cpe., $944; Club sed., $989; 
4-dr. sed., $1,045. Custom Crulser Serles Six— 
Club cpe., $1,043; 4-dr. sed., $1,099; conv. cpt. 
$1,191. Custom Crulser Serles Elght—Club cpe., 
$1,079; 4-dr. sed., $1,135; conv. cpe., $1,227 
conv. phaeton, $1,575. 

PACKARD—One Ten Special—4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,056; 2-dr. tour. sed., $990; club cpe., $1,000; 
bus. ope., $907; conv. cpe., $1,175. One Ten De 
luxe—4-dr. tour, sed., $1,116; 2-dr. tour. sed. 
$1,050; club cpe., $1,038; conv. cpe., $1,209. One 
Twenty—4-dr. tour. sed., $1,261; 2-dr. tour. sed. 
$1,230; club cpe., $1,205; conv. sed., $1,723; bus. 
ope., $1,112; conv. cpe., $1,377. . 
—. sed., $1,750; o> $1,709; conv. sed., 
2,180; bus. cpe., $1,594; conv. cpe., 
chassis, $1,435; deluxe conv. sed., $2,405; deluxe 
conv. epe., $2,067; 4-dr. tour. sed., $2,009; tour. 
lim., $2,289; 7-pass. tour. sed., . 
Elghty—Darrin conv. vic., $4,550; 4-dr. tour. 
sed., $2,587; LeBaron spt. brough., $3,500. 


PLYMOUTH—Cpe., $685; 2-dr. sed., $739; & 
dr. sed., $780. Deluxe—Cpe., $729; 2-dr. sed., 
$779; 4-dr. sed., $820. Speolal Deluxe—Cpe. 
$760; 4-pass. epe., $805; 2-dr. sed., $810; 4-dr. 
sed., $840. 

PONTIAC—Deluxe Torpedo Six—Bus. ¢pe. 
$828; sed. epe., $864; conv. sed. cpe., $1,033: 
2-dr. sed., $874; 4-dr. sed., $921. Metropolitan— 
sed., $921. Deluxe Torpedo Elght—Cpe., $853: 
sed. cpe., $889; conv. sed. cpe., $1,048; 2-dr. 
sed., $899; 4-dr. sed., $946. Metropolitan—$946. 
Streamline Torpedo Six—Sed. cpe., $923; 4-dr. 
sed., $980. Streamline Torpedo Elght—Sed. cpé. 
$948; 4-dr. sed., $1,005. Custom Torpedo Elght 
—Sed. cpe., $1,020; 4-dr. sed., $1,077. 


STUDEBAKER—Champlon—Cpe., cust., $695: 
cust. deluxe, $730; delux-tone, $765; 5-pss 
cpe., cust., $735; cust, deluxe, $765; delux-tone, 
$800; club sed., cust., $740; cust. deluxe, $770; 
delux-tone; $805; cruls. sed., cust., $780; 


deluxe, $810; delux-tone, $845. Commander 
cruls, sed., cust., $985; delux-tone, $1,050; land 
cruis., cust., $1,030; delux-tone, $1,095. Sky 


way Commander—Cruls. sed., $1,075; land orm. 
$1,105. President—Cruis. sed., cust., $1,115; lan 
cruis., cust., $1,160. Skyway President—Cruls.. 
sed., $1,205; land cruls., $1,235. 
WILLYS-AMERICAR—Deluxe cpe.. $35; & 
dr. sed., $665. Speedway—cpe., $595; sed., $6 
Plainsman—eed., $715. 









ipl tOP and 
; cars, as | 
vg only 4S 
sing inclt 
phia — 












MAK 


geries 40 


































































































E 
é 





1 {E! | | tel | 














i 


























| 


E 


| 





| (el | 


Z 
S 


Tel {| 


Used 
This 










AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MAY 12. 1941 (469 )—21 


A D V E R T { s E D Cincinnati — Post: Detroit — News; Chicago — Herald- 
U a r American; St. Louis —Globe- Democrat; Atlanta — 
se ar ing Prices Journal; Houston — Chronicle; OXlahoma City — Okla- 


For Week Ending April 27 homan, need Denver—Post; Los Angeles—Eraminer: 
Scattle—Times. 
(Copyright 1941—Automotive News) 






“al top and bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and 1937 
4 oars, a8 advertised in local newspapers. SEDAN 
only used in this comparison. Newspapers co- 
ag include: Boston—Globe; New York—Times; 
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By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON.—The Admin- 
istration came very much out 
into the open last week in the 
matter of proposed new excise 
taxes on motor cars. The figure 
quoted by two Administration 
leaders was 20 percent—and that 
would apply to used cars as well 
as new automobiles. The tax now 
is 3% percent on new cars alone. 

Leon Henderson, chief of the 
Office of Price Administration 
and Civilian Supply, and Mar- 
riner S. Eccles, chairman of 
the Federal Reserve Board, 
agreed at the House ways and 
means committee hearing that 
the excise levy on automobiles 
should be boosted to 20 percent. 

Principal basic reason back of 
the proposal for such a radical 
upping of the excise tax is to 
be found in the desire to reduce 
production, freeing materials 
needed for vital defense purposes. 
A sharp increase in taxes on all 
items which compete with de- 
fense production would accom- 
pany the automobile levy rise, if 
the Administration spokesmen 
have their way. ‘ 


Takes Shot 


At Industry 

ECCLES told the committee, in 
agreeing with Henderson on this 
point, that he did not believe 
that the proposed increase would 
work any more of a hardship on 
the automobile industry than the 
hardships being undergone by 

| boys going into the armed forces. 

This tart remark would ap- 
pear to be an entirely gratuit- 
ous slap, especially in view of 
the reports current here that 
certain highly responsible lead- 
ers within the industry could 
raise no objection to such an 
increase and particularly not 
if articles competitive with mo- 
tor cars were also subjected 
to heavier levies. It was under- 
stood that some executives in 
the industry recognized the 
validity of the government’s 
effort to curtail consumption 
by this method. 

However, whether the majority 
of the industry approves or dis- 
approves, a substantial increase 
seems in the cards. Of course, 
much can and will happen be- 
tween these hearings and final 
passage of the tax bill. It seems 
to be doubtful that the Adminis- 
tration’s drastic proposals will be 
accepted in toto. by Congress. 


Rumors 


Are Unconfirmed 

AS FORECAST by Automotive 
News, OPM last week-end an- 
nounced the number of cars the 
manufacturers will be permitted 
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to produce under the 20 percent 
curtailment plan, and, also as 
predicted, adjustments were made 


to safeguard the interests of 
small and medium-sized com- 
panies. 


The grapevine buzzed here 
last week with reports that an- 
other cut is on the way. These 
reports were unconfirmed. But 
bear in mind that day-by-day 
the Administration is giving 
increasing emphasis to the 
need for all-out efforts, in pro- 
duction, in aid-to-Britain. The 
proposed 20 percent increase 
in the excise tax on motor cars 
would be expected to cut con- 
sumption under the 4,224,152 
allotment—and to cut it ma- 
terially. But it is not outside 
the realm of possibility that 
before then it may be consid- 
ered necessary to go further in 
turning automotive plant ca- 
pacity over to defense output. 
It is understood that the heav- 
ily-featured machine tool state- 
ment of early last week was 
not made without a full and 
detailed understanding of the 
equipment available in the au- 
tomotive industry, and now 
devoted to production for pri- 
vate use. 

William S. Knudsen, OPM di- 
rector-general, has said that no 
further cut in quotas is planned 
at this time. But bear in mind, 
too, that conditions are changing 
from week to week. What was 
true in the defense picture of 
last week may not be true at all 
next week. At the moment it is 
safe to say that the present 
quotas will stand. But to assume 
that they cannot be revised at 
some future date, early or late, 
would be short-sighted indeed. 

* * * 


Capital 


Sees Action 


WASHINGTON seethed with 
excitement last week as Secre- 
taries Stimson and Knox and 
Senator Pepper made fiery 
speeches which marked clearly 
the future course of Administra- 
tion action, and as Wendell Will- 
kie repeated his demand for 
American convoys. The tempo of 
activity, the pulse of the town, 
the whole cast of events here 
indicate the imminence of new 
and far-reaching decisions. The 
President himself, generally in 
excellent health, is showing some 
signs of the tremendous strain 
under which he is laboring, and 
none not in his position can 
measure the intensity of the 
pressures to which he is being 
subjected. 

To the automotive industry, 
of course, all this is of the 
greatest importance, because 
should new forward steps be 
taken the automotive industry 
inevitably will be called upon 
to assume still larger burdens. 
This, of course, the industry is 
patriotically prepared to do. 
None here has called into ques- 
tion either the willingness of 
the industry to do whatever is 
necessary in the growing crisis 
or its capacity to fulfill its 


pledges. 
* * 
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PACEMAKER and Borg-Warner trophy awarded winner of the Indianapolis 


500-mile race Memorial Day. 
pacemaker for the race, are R. 
starter at the race; B. M. Miller of the 


Kivlar, advertising department of Chrysler, and Te 


of race. 


Sh standing behind the Chrysler 
P. Johnson of Borg-Warner Corp. and assistant 


Newport, 


h Chrysler distributorship; Frank 
ios, ane H. Doescher, chie steward 





Bathrick on Tour to Give 


Dealers Picture of Future 


PONTIAC.—“I never knew be- 
fore that business could be too 
good,” is what D. U. Bathrick, 
general sales manager of Pontiac 
Motor, says about the paradox that 
has gripped sales and sent him on 
a prolonged trip that will include 
every state in the Union and keep 
him out till the third week in June. 

In these six weeks Bathrick will 
meet almost all of the 4,000 Pon- 
tiac dealers in a series of 24 meet- 
ings. V. L. Murray, assistant gen- 
eral sales manager in charge of 
the east, will accompany Bathrick 
through the eastern part of the 
country, while V. A. Davison, as- 
sistant general sales manager in 
charge of the west, will be with 
him west of Chicago. 

“Almost everyone seems to want 
new cars now,” said Bathrick, “and 
because of such an unprecedented 
demand I am trying on this trip 
to give our dealers an exact picture 
of the conditions that confront us. 
Apparently, many people are under 
the impression that there will not 
be many cars next year. I want 
to correct that belief as best I can. 
I am sure there will be a large 
production of cars next year. Also, 
they will be every bit as good as 
this year’s product and still con- 
form to defense requirements. 

“Even with a 20 percent or more 
reduction in production I can see 
no reason why our dealers will not 
have a good year and one that 


Motor Executives 


Among Best Paid 


DETROIT. — Several automotive 
executives were among the highest 
paid Americans in 1940, it is shown 
in an incomplete report from the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. Following are the automotive 
men so far reported: 

General Motors—Charles E. Wil- 
son, president, $278,324; Charles F. 
Kettering, vice-president, $251,849, 
and Donaldson Brown, $247,965 (all 
estimated and include salaries and 
stock bonuses). 

Bethlehem Steel—Eugene R. 
Grace, president, $478,144; Quincy 
Bent, director, $179,443; Robert 


will be ahead of many of our 


good years.” 

Commenting on the mounting 
sales and declining deliveries, Bath- 
rick explained that what happened 
was that in January and February 
so many cars were delivered that 
“we could not build up inventories 
to the customary level for spring. 
And then in March and April we 
delivered more cars than we could 
build, reducing existing inventories 
one-third.” The result is that dur- 
ing May and June deliveries can- 
not be greater than actual factory 
production. That will make May 
and June deliveries smaller than 
March and April, which he says 
“can’t be helped.” 

“To offset the slight tightening 
up in May and June deliveries, 
however, we are extending full 
scale production of 1941 Pontiac 
models practically a month longer 
into the summer. And that should 
ease up the situation considerably. 


“But I feel that just as many 
people as ever will be in the mar- 
ket for new cars next year. Al- 
though 25 percent of our sales 
now may be to customers who 
ordinarily would not have bought 
until next year, I believe they will 
be replaced by as many or more 
new buyers and for these reasons: 

“More consumer goods than ever 
are being bought this year. Author- 
ities say 40 percent above 1929. 
Less money has been paid for them 
due to lower prices, even though 
the quality has been higher. Also, 
labor has worked fewer hours and 
received more pay. 

“This, together with the defense 
program,” Bathrick added, “has in- 
creased the national income to the 
point where it will probably total 
from 80 to 90 billion dollars in 
1941. And that can’t mean much 
except expanded sales for 1942. 

“IT realize that an increase of 
three and a half billions in income 
taxes is causing some anxiety and 
will decrease buying on the part 
of some people, but it seems a safe 
assertion that a 90 billion dollar 
national income can absorb an ex- 
tra three and a half billions and 
have some left over. 

“Tens of thousands of people with 
greatly increased incomes will be 
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For Defense Wor 
LANSING.—To expedite prepara, 


ak 
tions for the manufacture of m,; hus S 


chine guns for the Army, for whicgh”¢ 
the Olds Motor Works has jus 
received a government ordoph PODS 2 
amounting to approximately $1345; of auto” 
000,000, a reorganization of the Oldgns bss JUS 
management personnel has pbeegh) will 8° ' 
made, it was announced last weejpiss that the 
by S. E. Skinner, general managegils 9004 95 
Directly under Skinner and ; y looks : 
general charge of the Olds defensam t &™ 4 
program — both shell and machingp a c 
gun manufacture —will be R. B beca ‘ 
Griffin, production manager. git eer y 
He will be assisted in this wor ove fe 
by H. J. Cupper, former zone mana een is 
ager, as assistant defense producal™™ 
tion manager; K. C. Plasterer, for nner 
merly plant manager of the Generapyt P0SPeC 
Motors Forge plant, as manufacag ie money 
turing manager of defense plants Uncle or 
J. G. Hickman, formerly engineer® ™, that, 
Olds Motor Works, as standardgees ¥!! = 
engineer of defense plants; C, Bye on th 
Dakin, promoted from assistants allocate 
plant manager of the Forge plants it figu 
to plant manager, and J. H. Alfes#* rad 
former chief inspector of the Oldges* the 
Motor Works, as plant manager of mT 
the gun division. a bell 
Alka-Seltz! 
Shop Operated }ke™ 
: 
By Deaf Mutes | »* 
Makes Car Parts |} **: 


ROYAL OAK, Mich.— Along a 
back street in this Detroit suburb 
is perhaps the most unusual in- 
dustry—if not the only one of its 
kind—in the nation: A machine 
shop operated entirely by deaf 
mutes. 

The shop is housed in an 
abandoned livery, but in spite of its 
unpretentious surroundings the 
Oakland Machine Works is a monu- 
mental piece of evidence that deaf 
mutes, if given a chance, can be as 
useful as anyone else. 

At the present time the shop 
payroll runs to $500 a week. Six- 
teen men are employed. Each week 
the Oakland Machine Works turns 
out about 50 percent of the water 
pump pulleys used on Ford auto- 
mobiles—some 5,000 pulleys a day. 

Behind the whole idea of a ma- 
chine shop for deaf mutes is Leo 
H. Kuehn, a stocky man of 45 and 
himself a deaf mute. Kuehn had 
been working for the Ford Motor 
Co. as a tool and die expert for 12}, 
years when in 1933 he decided to 
apply his knowledge and skill help- 
ing others in the same predicament 
as himself. 

“One day I told a foreman about }, 
my idea,’ Kuehn related through 
an interpreter. 

“He encouraged me greatly. In 
fact, he told Henry Ford about it. 
Ford gave me a flying start by of- 
fering to purchase all of the water 
pump pulleys I could turn out. 
More than that, he said he would 
be glad to help me solve all me- 
chanical problems in getting the 
machine works under way.” ; 

What Kuehn has accomplished in 
eight years should be an inspira- 
tion to anyone. He started in the 
depths of the depression with little 
capital, three helpers, 200 square 
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. jygust ahead of us, will be 
2 De Soto’s history. 
r * * * 
FED'S opinion, the curtail- 
» of automobile production, 
, has just happened and 
; will go into effect Aug. 1, 
«that the "41 model year will 
as '37, which the in- 
; looks upon as one of the 
it ever has experienced. A 
sir used car market is pos- 
pecause Of the curtailment, 
would not be surprising if 
3 model year should result in 
i profits for the dealers even 
duction is reduced. 
defense program opens up 
prospects for dealers because 
Sie money that is being spent 
(nle Sam. Peed has had his 
on that, believing higher 
4 will produce new prospects. 
ij on the $19,000,000,000 al- 
iy allocated, De Soto's brass 
has it figured out that national 
vase expenditures are now run- 
sat the rate of $550 per second, 
™ per minute, $1,980,000 per 
zand $47,520,000 per day. Which 
‘me to believe that Peed is one 
Alka-Seltzer’s Quiz Kids who 
grown Up. 
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- SEWSWE 


, EK.—“‘This encyclopedic, yet 


ory of the auto industry 
be written only by the editor 
fat Automotive News’ * * * Full o 

intimate reminiscences and __little- 
a = facts, Sinsabaugh’s work in- 
udes everyone connected with auto- 
mobiling.’’ 


UBERTY.— 





fa “Four honks on the horn 
aut enty for this really excellent 
S oblography. It well illustrates a 
ati m of the late Professor Brander 
he thews: ‘Autobiography is what 
Omer ought to be’.”” — Fulton 













S0STON GLOBE.—". . . is perhaps 
intueet history ever written of our 
fon ry ... is thoroughly compre- 

written in’ ote really needed, and is 

James T. Sullivan ty 


“ago ane is invalu- 
ica’s No. 1 oe in Amer- 


CHICAGO DAILY NEWS — “‘Sinsa- 

gh 8 40 years of specialization in 
sinlgue authority" on the tubect ot 
the automobile.” a oe © 


*STROLT TIMES—". . . tells it not in 
tletion a derived from digging sta- 
manner on _—. tomes, but in a 

g ed_ on e personal con- 
tacts of the author.”—Stokes Walesby. 


PETROIT FREE PRESS—‘Here are 
fonea decades of history largely cen- 
pana in our own city, told with a 
wieety for factual knowledge and 
the tdelity to detail that will, in 
all senerations to come, win from 
1, historians a prayer of thanks to 
ris."—Malcolm W. Bingay. 


ETROIT NEWS—“ ; 
: —‘It is so liberally 
sanaemeg with the salt of what news- 
thee People know as human interest 
fomtees is bound to compel the at- 
eve . 

George W. Stark. class of reader. 
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tion has been featurin i 
g this prin- 
ipl And he brought out that 
while it is comparatively new as 
: 1 by 
¢ principle has 
been in use for years. Its first de- 
ee known as hydro-ki- 
etic power, was announced prior 
to the World War by a Sarepenn 
Scientist and engineer. The prin- 
ciple was further developed in 1929 
by the Daimler Corp. of Great 
Britain and in the decade that has 
passed, fluid drive mechanism has 
been almost universally used by 
major industries for driving water 
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applied 


to the i 
De Soto, automobile 
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— monograms on door 


“ panels of automobiles is com- 
ing back into popularity after a 
lapse of 10 or more years, a fact I 
found out on a recent visit to the 
Lincoln plant in Detroit. There I 
met up with Joe Hillmaster, who 
punches Card No. 48 at the plant 
and who paints the intricated pat- 
terns of crest and monogram and 
coat-of-arms that lend distinction 
to the well-bred cars of famous 
owners. 

The roster of his patrons in- 
cludes kings and presidents, 
princes and sultans, bishops and 
generals, stars of stage, screen and 
sports—names familiar to all. For 
example, he has placed the seal of 
the United States on every White 
House Lincoln car since the days 
of Woodrow Wilson. He has “done” 
two cars for President Roosevelt 
and he _ emblazoned the _ royal 
British standard on the Lincoln in 
which King George VI rode with 
his queen during their visit to 
America. 

* * # 

ONCE Hillmaster was routed from 
bed to monogram a gold-trimmed 
car, delayed for shipment as a gift 
to Gen. John J. Pershing because 
someone had forgotten that detail. 
He did the job at night, by the 
light of an extension trouble lamp 
in the cramped quarters of a 
freight car. Probably his most puz- 
zling assignment was to get the 
crest of Gen. Chang Hsueh-Liang 
right side up on the latter’s car. 
Joe, at 14, earned money drawing 
stripes on baseball score boards. By 
night he attended art classes at 
the “Y.” Hand striping on auto- 
mobile bodies was then a special- 
ized field where good piece work- 
ers made $30 a day. So, when he 
was 16, Joe moved in. Soon his deft 
touch brought assignments to do 
crests and monograms as well. 

Cars then were finished in mul- 
tiple coats of varnish, an operation 
that required a full month. Today, 
lacquer and enamel spray guns 
and heat drying have cut the time 
to a few hours. Even at Lincoln, 
bodies are finished with hard and 
lustrous enamels in only two days. 

* * * 

BACK IN the varnish era, the 
job was precarious as well as tedi- 
ous, Hillmaster reminded me. 

“They had to be careful to pro- 
tect the fresh varnish from dust, 
he said. “And one little house fly 
might hold up an entire varnish 
job. Each coat was dried in a dark 
room filled with formaldehyde 
fumes to discourage stray flies. If 
a brush man botched a varnish 
spot, he was supposed to fix it 
on his own time. But flies were 
different; so some of the men 
carried dead flies in their pockets. 
It was easy to stick a fly on a 
bad spot and leave it there to 

ke the blame. 
Sparrows were tough too. Some- 
times they got in through windows 
or ventilators. For a time a man 
patrolled the plant and the loading 
docks with a little .22 caliber gun. 
I don’t know whether he got tired 
of being saluted by the boys or got 
mad about the bird dog that some 
one smuggled in to retrieve the 
sparrows, but anyway one day he 
and the gun both disappeared. I've 
forgotten his name, but he certainly 
was a darn good shot. 
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Keller Sees Materials Threat 
To Output in ’42 Model Year 


(Continued from Page 1) 





Quotes ... 


Tops Reich Output 

‘United States Steel Corp. is turn- 
ing out steel faster than all the 
mills in Germany, and our present 
rate of production equals the com- 
bined output of Great Britain, 
France and Belgium in 1939,” Irv- 
ing S. Olds, U. S. Steel’s board 
chairman told stockholders last 
week, 


restriction of 21.5 percent on 
Chrysler production of 1942 models 
beginning Aug. 1, 1941, it was an- 
nounced. 

“The attainment of this volume 
of production under the restric- 
tion of priorities designed to deal 
with a shortage of various ma- 
terials essential to both the de- 
fense program and the automo- 
bile industry may prove to be 
difficult,” Keller said. 


“It is hoped that a substitution 
of defense work for the production 
of motor vehicles for civilian use 
can be accomplished with the mini- 
mum of incidental temporary un- 
employment. Chrysler Corp. is now 
engaged on defense projects aggre- 
gating approximately $196,000,000 
which give promise of ultimately 
employing upwards of 35,000 men 
on these projects when the neces- 
sary tools and facilities have been 
completed. We have been given to 
understand that still further de- 
fense assignments to us are con- 


stockholders, are among the conse- 
quences naturally to be antici- 
pated.” 


Directors of the corporation de- 
clared a dividend of $1.50 per share 
on common stock, payable June 14. 
This compares with a similar divi- 
dend in the previous quarter and 
with $1.25 a share in the first 
quarter of last year. 


Net profit of the corporation and 
its wholly-owned United States 
subsidiaries for the first three 
months of 1941 was $9,561,982, 
equivalent to $2.20 per share of 
stock outstanding after provision 
of $6,600,000 for income and excess 
profits taxes. 

Sales for the first quarter of 
1941 totaled $252,768,166 as com- 
pared with $233,640,323 for the 
same period of 1940 when foreign 
subsidiaries were included in the 
consolidated statements. During the 
first quarter of 1941, 341,048 vehi- 
cles were sold as compared with 
344,564 for the same period last 


* * * 


Public Welfare Watched 


“We recognize military defense 
needs as our first and most impor- 
tant consideration and responsibil- 
ity. Without conflicting with the 
production of military defense 
needs, we must provide the neces- 
sary supplies of materials and com- 
modities required for civilian use 
and for protection of public health, 
welfare and safety. To assure effi- 
ciency, and to increase the effec- 
tiveness of those programs, it is 
essential that we coordinate most 
closely the activities of the Office 
of Price Administration and Civil- 
ian Supply and the Division of 
Priorities of the Office of Produc- 
tion Management,” E. R. Stettinius 
jr., director of priorities, and Leon 















Henderson, price chief, said last| year. templated.” 
week. Retail sales in the U. S. of Chrys- ——_—_—_————— 
a a ler, De Soto, Dodge and Plymouth Philco Order 


passenger cars and trucks for the 


“Military aircraft manufacturers 
first three months of 1941 were 


delivered 1,427 airplanes during 


PHILADELPHIA.—Philco Corp. has 


signed a contract with Studebaker 


April,” the Office of Production| reported as 274,298 vehicles as com-| Corp. to supply the latter company's 

* y i , ; i automobile radio requirements for its 

Management announced in Wash- eet a 214.425 vehicles during | i9i)"cars, it was announced last week 

ington last week. the first quarter of 1940. = | hy Russell L. Heberling, vice-presi- 
and The OPM has imposed an initial dent. 


Obituaries— 








Victor Emerson, Father 


Of Universal Joint, Dies 

PHILADELPHIA, — Victor Lee 
Emerson, 78, inventor of the uni- 
versal joint and many other de- 
vices which contributed to the de- 
velopment of the automobile from 
its “horseless carriage” era, died of 
heart attack May 6 at his home in 
Overbrook. 

Besides the universal joint, which 
was developed in 1910, Mr. Emer- 
son, who was widely known as the 
“Philadelphia Edison,” also was 
credited with making available the 
bevel-gear drive, which abolished 
the chain drive; the unit power 
plant, the cantilever spring and 
forced-feed lubrication, as well as 
numerous others less prominent. 

* * - 


W. H. Fetterley 
MONTREAL.—W. H. Fetterley, 82, 
local automobile dealer, died at his 
home in Morrisburg, Ont. He is _ be- 
lieved to have been one of the first 
McLaughlin-Buick dealers in Canada. 
* * s 


Peter Hofweber 


LA CROSSE, Wis.—Peter Hofweber, 
78, early Ford dealer here, died May 1 


What Do You Like in. . 
Automotive News? 


Lp ngnenngees its desire to publish a trade newspaper in keeping with 
the needs of its readers, Automotive News intends occasionally to 
take a survey of reader opinion with the hope that readers will express 
their approval or disapproval of various features now carried in Auto- 
motive News, and suggest others that might be added to make AuTomo- 
tive News’ service to its subscribers all-embracing. Listed below are the 
major features now carried in Automotive News. We'd appreciate it 
greatly if you would check those you like, or dislike, and mail the list 
to us at your earliest convenience. 


Below the list of present features is space in which you are urged to 
make your recommendations for new features you believe would be 
helpful. Space is also provided for your signature, address and business. 
However, since this is a general survey—and the result is the main 
objective — it is not necessary that you sign your name. 


i ; Read Read Find Helpful 
following a a ae p Seldom Usetul Service 
FAYETTE. tad. eat p seme 2 & F 

LA . Ind. — Harry Tipper, 

61, sales manager of the Brown Rubber Automotive Washington O Oo O 
Co. here, was. found dead of a heart Dealers Tell Me i} O 0 
attack May in his room a 1e 

Purdue. Union hotel. si Sits tai “Top Ten” 0 O O 

Mr. Tipper came to the Unite ates 
38 years ago from England, where he Editorials , O U] (I 
was born, to help build the Hudson Word in Edgewise oO O O 
and Manhattan tunnels in New York. 

Thereafter he engaged in marketing Letters from Readers O O) O 
and exporting, and aided in the organ- Legislative News 0 oO a] 
ization of the New York University 

School of Marketing. He wrote several Defense News 0 O O 
books on advertising an istribution. : : 

He had _ been vice-president and Fourth Dimension O O O 
oe menos of an onnere a FOB Factory C] CT CT 
of General Motors Corp. from 1925 to ; 

1933, executive vice-president of the Advertised Used Car 7 

Americas po ge gy en aoe. Selling Prices 7 C] CT 
resident o e vertising ub o P A ; 
New b Artal | a of the Assn. Production Estimates O 0 0 
of Nationa vertisers. : 

Among the various posts subsequent- Car, Truck Registrations O O O 
ly held b we oe, wae Eotee of Plant Activity oO O CT) 
vice-president 0 isomatic Systems, 

Ine., manufacturer of slide films; pub- My First Sale Oo a} TO 
isher 0 e Overseas Trader and ad- . 
vertising manager of Forbes magazine. plan: sea : . + 
** @ rvice News 
George D. Wilcox Used Car Auction 

DETROIT.—Maj. George D. Wilcox, Wholesale Prices C] CJ C] 
early member of the automobile indus- 
try. died May 5 at the United States Cartoons ; OC O 
Veterans, Facility. Dearborn. after an Photographic 
illness of two years. During the Wor i 
War he was in charge of the motor Illustrations 0 0) O 
yess resee of the ordnance de- 
partment. 
~ - Recommendations for new features. ce estates 
Ford Appoints Dealer 

In Pittsburgle Region | -:.-:-ccccccceEEEEEAEEA AAA 

PITTSBURGH. — Steel City Mo- 
tors, Inc., has been appointed as al | --------------c eee cece este ree te ete ATT TERETE EAE ETI SE AEE ATTRA 
authorized Ford, Mercury and Lin- 
coln motor car dealer here it was| gg~ you can sign this Readers’ Sigmature.... scsi 


announced by Harry J. Burkett, 


Poll or not as you choose. 
manager of the Pittsburgh branch , 


The Editor. 





, 28 ce on 
Fatalities Rise of the Ford Motor Co. Address.......... 
S.—Missouri state highway , : . dials bn 
St. Lr a ememend a 20 percent W. H. Bingler, widely known in . 
Sakaaaee in highway automobile deaths automotive circles here, is presi- I nis oo csiassskiiescedsaensakccccctacurmieen eee 
in the first mares months . a dent of the new firm. 
compared with the same period la: Moe. ane = = 
a > ent’s safety bureau | anertannams a 7 . " : 
year. The departmenss Mytor whicle| “Dealers Tell Me,") by John 0. | Address this to Editor, Automotive News, Detroit, Mich. 
ee > an increase of| Munn, is an open forum for e 
fatalities was caused by an ern ie ae, ae re 


accidents on rural roads. 
accidents in cities decreased. 


appears weekly in Automotive News. 
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An Important Person In His Community — 


THE CHEVROLET DEALER 


As a dealer selling America’s biggest- 
selling motor car, the average Chevro- 
let dealer is an important contributor 
to the well-being of his community. 


He is a leader not only among motor 
car dealers, but also among business 
men. 


He is not only a seller, but also a 
buyer ...a buyer of labor, contributing 
to the community’s payrolls—a buyer 


of materials and services, contributing 
to its prosperity. 


He wins and holds friends... not just 
because of the esteem in which Chevro- 
let products are held by his fellow citi- 
zens, but because he is eager to serve as 
well as sell. 


Multiply this average Chevrolet 
dealer by thousands—enough to place 
one in every thriving community of the 


United States of America—and he be- 
comes a great national business force. 
These thousands of alert business men 
—job-givers, customers, friend-makers 
—who comprise Chevrolet’s Quality 
Dealer Organization . . . who, year after 
year, gain for Chevrolet the leadership 
in motor car sales—are important not 
only to their separate communities, 
but to the nation itself. 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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THAT WASN'T the only surprise 
that Elliott - Fletcher reception 
committee. The next one was the 
Studebaker Administration building 
itself, whose interior had had a face- 
lifting since my last visit. What the 
interior decorators have done on 
the first floor is amazing. It’s the 
last word in modernization, with a 
lounge that made me think of 
Cyrus Smith's at La Guardia field 
in Jamaica, N. Y., even to the 
Pretty hostess who looks after the 
comfort of women visitors. Swanky. 
every bit of it, is the word I was 
trying to recall. 


” * * 


WITH NOTHING particular on 
my mind and just visiting, I faced 
Ken Elliott across the big desk in 
the corner office, and we took 
account of stock, so to speak. Ken 
told me his production is keeping 
up at the fever-heat pace that has 
been maintained all spring, with 
2,800 cars and 300 trucks and com- 
Mercial cars coming off the line 
last week. Ken figures that this 
will keep up well into July instead 
of winding up the model-year oper- 
ations in June as has been done 
in the past. The ’42 preview will 
Come at the usual time in late 
August, he anticipates now, with 
the formal announcement tenta- 
Uvely scheduled for late in Sep- 
tember about the time other com- 
(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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Garrett Warns 
Of Dangers in 
Abolishing Adv. 


NEW YORW Emphasi ing the 
importance of advertising in the 
national defense effort. Paul Gar 
rett. vice-president in charge of 
public relations for General Motors 
Corp.. warned here last week that 
to abolish advertising would be to 
abolish dealers and overthrow om 
process of distribution 

In an address ato ao luneheen 
meeting of the Advertising Club 
of New York here Thursday, Gar 
rett. Who also is ehairman of the 
board of the Advertising Medera 
tion of America, pointed out that 
the defense program has increased 
rather than minimized the sig 
nificanee of advertising to the pub 
lie as Well as from the viewpoint 
of dealers and manufacturers. He 
stressed clarification of consumer 
confusion as one of the new roles 
which must be assumed by adver 
tising. 

“Advertising,” he stated, “is not 
something apart. Ask, ‘Should ad 
vertising be abolished? and you 
ask, ‘Should dealers be abolished 

cContinued on Page i (eb om 
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Motor Tax Boosts Held Peril to Nation 





a Return 


To Horse-and-Buggy Era 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — “Could Amer- 
ica ever again defend itself with 
its civilian population operating on 
a ‘horse-and-buggy’ basis?” the 
National Highway Users Confer- 
ence demanded last week in con- 
demnation of proposed large 
increases in motor vehicle taxation 
to help finance the defense pro- 
gram. 

“No one can safely predict the 
effect of these proposals on the 
transportation economy of this 
country or the individual trans- 
portation problems of its citizens,” 
the conference points out, adding: 

“Before such a question could 
be answered it would be necessary 
to know at least approximately 


April Sales in K.C. 
Show Sharp Gain 
Over Last Year 


KANSAS CITY.—New car and 
truck registrations in Jackson 
county (Kansas City) showed a 
sharp increase in April, hitting 2,- 
885 units which compares with 2,- 
125 vehicles sold in April, 1940. 
New car registrations accounted 
for 2,606 units while truck sales 
accounted for 279 vehicles. 

Chevrolet continued to top the 
new car field in this area with 846 
units sold. Others followed in this 
order: Ford 337; Plymouth 293; 
Buick 224; Oldsmobile 206; Pon- 
tiac 170; Dodge 129; Chrysler 82; 
De Soto 55; Nash 53; Mercury 39; 
Hudson 35; Packard 32; Cadillac 
31; Lincoln 20, and Willys 3. 

Chevrolet also led in total truck 
sales with 117 vehicles. Others in 
order of sales were Ford 60; Dodge 
and International 27 each; GMC 
24: White 9; Mack 3; Diamond T 
and Plymouth 2 each; Yellow 
Coach 1. 


Hydra-Matic Drive 
Now on One Of 
Every 4 Cadillacs 


DETROIT.—One car in each four 
of the 1941 Cadillac series will be 
equipped with the Hydra-Matic 
drive, D. E. Ahrens, general sales 
manager, estimated today. 

“Considering that our introduc- 
tion of the automatic shifter did 
not occur until well after the peak 
of the fall selling season,” Ahrens 
said, “a percentage of around 28 
percent of all sales is extraordinary 
for an optional accessory item. I 
have no doubt that had the device 
been available throughout the 
model year our record would run 
50 percent.” 


GMC Truck Sales 
Up 19% in April 


DETROIT. — Retail deliveries of 
trucks to consumers in the United 
States, exclusive of the federal 
government, by General Motors 
Truck & Coach, during the month 
of April, were 19 percent higher 
than April of 1940, it has been 
announced by J. P. Little, vice- 
president in charge of truck sales. 
The year to date figure for 1941 is 
currently running 22 percent ahead 
of 1940. 

Orders placed during the month 
of April by customers other than 
the federal government were 42 


percent greater than those placed 
in April of 1940. 








Carrier Safety Banquet 


Set for May 22 in Flint 
FLINT.— According to Marvin 
Boutell, chairman of the Transpor- 
tation division, Flint chamber of 
commerce, the seventh annual Mo- 
tor Carrier Safety Banquet, will 
be held in the ballroom of the 
Durant hotel on May 22. 
Six divisional safety awards will 
be made by the Flint Automobile 


various trucking firms in Flint 


area. 


the effect of these proposals on 
new car production and sales, the 
use and sale of automobiles now 
standing idle or only in part-time 
use, and many other related ques- 
tions. 


“A flat 20 percent excise on the 
sale of all automobiles would 
broaden the price differential be- 
tween new and used cars to some 
extent. Under such a sales tax, a 
used car now selling at $400 would 
cost $480, while a new car retailing 
at $1,000 would cost $1,200, increas- 
ing the cost differential by $120.” 

Universal highway transportation 
has resulted in distribution of 
workers over wide areas and 
broadening of farm markets, the 
conference stresses, and comments 
“if America should become involved 
in a war of 10 or 15 years’ duration 
it is not outside the realm of possi- 
bility that too great taxation on 
the manufacture and use of motor 
vehicles might put this country 
back on a ‘horse-and-buggy’ basis.” 


Meantime, national organizations 
actively opposing the proposed in- 
crease of 1 cent per gallon in the 
federal gasoline tax report their 
forces are growing. They say pro- 
tests to members of Congress are 
coming in from all sections and are 
increasing daily. 

Highway user groups fighting this 
new tax load insist they are willing 
to bear their fair share of defense 
costs but assert the gasoline levy 
increase plan raises the already 
disproportionate burden of federal 
expense being borne by highway 
transportation. 


Many groups also object to the 
U. S. treasury’s repeated classifica- 
tion of gasoline as a luxury, point- 
ing out it is a vital necessity of 
millions, including many defense 
workers who find it necessary to 
drive as much as 50 miles daily 
to their jobs. 


Incidentally it is pointed out that 
tobacco interests last year success- 
fully resisted an increase on the 
cigarette tax at the time the gaso- 
line levy was boosted. 

* * * 


AAA Won't Fight 


More Taxes 

WASHINGTON. — The American 
Automobile Assn. announced last 
week that its executive committee 
had decided unanimously not to 
oppose proposed increases in auto- 
motive excise taxes “for the time 
being.” It “strongly reaffirmed,” 
however, its contention that such 
taxes should not be imposed in 
normal times. 

The association said that a state- 
ment of the executive committee’s 
attitude had been filed with the 
House ways and means committee 
by Thomas P. Henry of Detroit, 
president of AAA. 


Officers Elected 


CHICAGO.—Meeting to elect officers 


for the coming year, the Chicago 
Metropolitan Chevrolet Club, Inc., 
named Paul Wixom of Nelson Chev- 


rolet Sales, Inc., as president; Harold 
C. Seip of Seip Chevrolet Sales, as 
vice-president, and Herbert N. Stein 
of Uptown Motors Corp., as secretary- 
treasurer. Directors elected in addition 
to the officers were J. P. Bergl, U. L. 
Dunaway. J. A. McInerney, Irving R. 
Ruby and M. B. Weiss. 


“Dealers Tell Me,"" by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 


appears weekly in Automotive News. 


_We must think of it now, if ever 


Dealers Told Plans... 





H. J. KLINGLER, center, general manager of Pontiac Motor, 
and James Powers, 1 . 
nt, although next year’s businss will be 


Stan Lassen, Battle Creek, left, 
Detroit, seem pleased with the prese 


and Dealers 


Powers Motor Sales, 


materially curtailed. Picture was taken at the Pontiac zone dealers’ meeting 


last week at the Hotel Statler, Detroit. 





D. U. BATHRICK, general sales manager of Pontiac Motor, talks over 
business with John baweed, center, Cawood Motor Sales, Port Huron, and 


Charles E. 
last week in the Hotel Statler, Detroit. 


Garrett Warns: 





Freed, Hudson (Mich.) Pontiac dealer, at the zone dealer meeting 


Abolishing Advertising Means 
Abolishing of Dealer Setup 


(Continued from Page 1) 


or ‘Should sales forces be dis-|in public relations terms. We need 
banded?’ or ‘Should our process of | to watch what we say and how we 


distribution be overthrown?’ 


For |say it for its effect on people not 


advertising has always been one of | merely as customers but as citizens 


the cogs 


in the machinery by|of a country bending great efforts 


which we get goods from factory | to produce materials of war for its 
to market. And it has been an in-| own defense and for its own future 
tegral part in our own particular | greatness.” 


kind of economy. 

“I am sure that I do not need 
to measure the relative im- 
portance of different elements con- 
tributing to the power of our in- 
dustrial system. But I do say not 
enough people have understood 
that in our great mass designing, 
mass engineering, mass producing, 
mass consuming economy, our 
mass advertising of the product 
has been an integral part of the 
formula.” 

Asserting that advertising’s new 
job is to explain clearly to the pub- 
lic those facts about a fast-chang- 
ing production industry which it 
may be difficult to understand, 
Garrett further stated: 

“Customers are going to be con- 
fused. They will need explanations. 
They will need reasons for short- 
ages, for higher prices, for sub- 
stitutions, for changes from their 
accustomed buying habits. And 
upon the clarity and the integrity 
with which advertising performs 
this task the future of industry 
may depend. 

“It is no time to think of ad- 
vertising only in advertising terms. 





a | CROWDS ATTENDED inaugural ceremonies at formal opening of new East 
Club, and 300 safe-driving buttons; Bay Hudson dealer in Oakland, Calif. Left to right, Glen C. Stater, Hudson 
will be awarded to drivers of the! distributor for Northern California; Frank Wishart, assistant sales manager 


of new retail outlet; Ed Normoyle, wholesale manager for Northern California, 


,;and Carl L. Scott, 
Costa and Solano counties. 


newly-appointed Hudson dealer for Alameda, 


Centra 


| 






Mass. Truckers 
Refuse to Use 


N.H. Toll Bridge 


BOSTON. — That state barriers 
bring about retaliation is proven 
by what is now going on in New 
England. After several years agita- 
tion a splendid bridge was built 
between Maine and New Hamp- 
shire that was opened to the pub- 
lic a few months ago. It is a toll 
bridge. 

Maine and New Hampshire re- 
fuse to agree to a reciprocity plan 
with Massachusetts. New Hamp- 
shire and Maine insist on registra- 
tion fees, but Maine also claps an 
excise tax on Massachusetts trucks. 
So now with the toll bridge open, 
and another free bridge available, 
many truckmen are using the 
| latter. Now Mayor Stewart E. 
| Rowe of Portsmouth has called the 





|city council and that body passed | 


|a resolution asking the truck own- 
ers to use the toll bridge. A copy 


’|}was sent to the Motor Truck Club 


| of Massachusetts for presentation 
| to its members. 


Buick Awards Contracts 


For Plane Engine Plant 
| EFLINT.—Award of contracts in 
excess of $1,850,000 covering instal- | 
lation of electrical, plumbing and 
fence equipment at the Buick avia- | 
tion engine plant in Chicago, was 
announced last week by Harlow H. 
Curtice, president. 

This brings total awards to ap- | 
proximately $6,000,000, Curtice 
stated, covering contracts for steel] | 
construction, completion of the 











main manufacturing factory, test 
house, power plant and personne! | 
buildings. : 
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Detroit Dealers 
New Car Sales 


> > “Fr 
Rise in Apri 
DETROIT. New car sales 
Wayne county (Detroit oxed 
big increase in April 
units sold as against 
ears sold in April 
sales also increased 
compared with 715 new 
in the same period 
Chevrolet took 
sales lead in this 
units sold i.. April 
this order were Ford 
outh, 2,142; Pontia« 
1,647; Dodge, 960: Ok 
Chrysler, 611 Hud 
Soto, 409; Mercury 
362; Nash, 323 
Studebaker, 125 
Willys, 42 
Ford, whose Rouge plant 
shut by a strike, continued to hei; 
its lead in truck sales, howev.- 
hitting 234 units. Others foellewe; 
in this order: Dodge, 189 
rolet, 165; International 
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1 each. 


Seattle Reports 
Over 100% Sales 
Gain During Apr. 


SEATTLE New car sales 
zooming to new heights 
sector. The big gain 
ment, due to aircraft 
building, Army and Navy activiti 
is the main stimulant. Experctat 
of price increase, higher tax le 
against cars, and possible effect 


mp op 
- “~ 5 
in emple- 
bh 


- 
lumber. si 


“a 3 


using substitutes, are contribetirg 
causes. 

Official figures for April shew a 
gain in sales again in excess «f 
100 percent. April. this ar. tetd 
King county (Seattle) new car saivs 
are 3,065, compared to 1472 fir 
April, 1940. These figures have jut 
been released by the Motor List C> 
The leaders in order of sak 
Chevrolet, 605: Plymouth #« 
Ford, 301: Pontiac, 294: Buick. 2 
Dodge, 231: Oldsmobile, 208. Nar: 
132; Studebaker, 127, and Chrysier 
122. Following the 10 leaders coms 
Hudson with 100, and De S& eb 
92. 

Used car market is also br 
and prices are holding firm. Sel 


tive trading is getting Tmo 'e 
and more the accepted policy. 1 
the wake of the present seiler’s 
market. 

CATA to Hold Additiea.l 


Regional Dealer Meeting: 

CHICAGO.— The t 
regional manageme! 
January has inspired t 
Automobile Trade Assr 
ule another series of sim 
eon gatherings for May 

J. B. Van Tassel 
agement consultant 
discuss “Facing the 
meeting. His talk 
composite experienc 
ber dealers for the 
cluding such phases 
made or lost money 
partments they spent 
they spent too much 
did not make a highs 
of profit x 
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fest April in hist 
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has most fir 
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Correction 


Due to an 
1941-model out 
at 17,900 units 
issue of A 
connection witt 
effects the 
curtailment will 
ous makers 

The corre 





error 


rod 
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